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Art. I. Le&ures on Hiftory and General Policy; to which is pre- 
fixed, An Effay on a Courfe of Liberal Education for Civil and 
Adtive Life. By Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. F.R.S. &c. &c. 4to. 
1]. 1s. Boards. Johnfon. 1788. 


T is amaxim of ancient wifdom, not the lefs valuable, whether 
we derive its authority from Ariftippus or from common 
fenfe, that young perfons ought to be inftructed in fuch things 
as will be ufeful to them when they become men. Had this ob- 
vious rule been followed by our anceftors, they would have 
tran{mitted to us more perfeét plans ef education ; or were it at- 
tended to, at prefent, as it deferves, our modern inftitutions for 
this purpofe would foon undergo material alterations. Futile 
fpeculations would be wholly difmiffed from the fchools; real 
fcience would ceafe to be profecuted beyond the line of utility; 
and feveral branches of knowlege, which modern ingenuity and 
induftry have difcovered or improved, would be admitted into 
our circle of inftru€tion. 

In a plan of wfeful education, it cannot be doubted that the 
ftudy of hiftory wiil be allowed a principal place. It feems de- 
firable that this ftudy fhould be purfued in different methods, at 
different periods of inftruction, At a very early age, when the 
memory alone can be advantageoufly employed, a brief epitome 
of hiftory may be learned; and by means of a general chart, 
aod other artificial helps, a {trong impreffion of the great out- 
line of fats may be fixed on the mind, which will be eafily re- 
tained, and may be applied to many ufeful purpofes. At a later 
period, the ftudent fhould be taught fomething more than mere 
hames, dates, and facts; he fhould be affifted to exercife his 
judgment on the great tranfactions wbich are exhibited before 
him in the field of hiftory. But, as it is impoffible that fo 
large a field can be fuccefsfully explored during the fhort term of 
education, the preceptor can do little more than intereft his pu- 
pil in this branch of ftudy, by reprefenting to him the important 
ples to which it is capable of being applied, and afford hima 
clue for his future refearches, y pointing out to him the fources 
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2 Prieftley’s Lectures on Hiflory. 


of hiftory, the moft eafy and advantageous method of ftudying 
it, and the feveral objets which principally demand his atten- 
ticn. 

It is for this latter and more important period of hiftorical in- 
ftru&tion that thefe Leétures are defigned: and the ingenious 
and indefatigable author has fully, and, as wijl appear in the fe- 
quel, very judicioufly provided the ftudent with fuch preparatory 


information, as may ferve to render the ftudy of hiftory pleafant, - 


interefting, and ufeful. 

Dr. Prieftley opens his courfe of hiftorical inftrudtion with a 
brief illuftration of the tendency of hiftory to amufe the imagina- 
tion and interelt the paffions, to improve the underftarding, and 
to ftrengthen our fentiments of virtue. He then diftinétly exa- 
mines the nature and value of the feveral fources of hiftory, both 
direct and indire&t. Out of a great variety of juft and ufeful re- 
marks which occur in this part of the work, we fhall felect the 
following concerning law: 

‘ As every new law is made to remove fome inconvenience the 
ftate was fubject to before the making of it, and for which no other 
method of redrefs was effeCtual, the law itfelf is a ftanding, and the 
moft authentic, evidence we can require of the ftate of things pre- 
vious toit. Indeed, from the time that laws began to be written 
in fome regular form, the preamble to each of them is often an hiito- 
rical account of the evil intended to be remedied by it, as is the cafe 
with many of our ftatutes, But a fagacious hiftorian has little occa- 
fion for any preamble to laws. They {peak fufficiently plain of 
themfelves. 

‘ When we read that a law was made by Clothaire King of France, 
that no perfon fhould be condemned without being heard, do we 
need being told that before the time of the enaéting that Jaw the ad- 
miniftration of juftice was very irregular in that country, and that a 
man could have little fecurity for his liberty, property, or life? Is it 
not a proof that the fpirit of hofpitality began to decline among the 
Burgundians as they grew more civilized, when there was occafion 
for a law to punifh any Burgundian’ who fhould fhew a ftranger to 
the houfe of a Roman, inftead of entertaining him himfelf? 

‘ It is but an unfavourable idea that we form of the ftate of pater- 
nal and filial affection among the Romans, from the tenor of their 
laws, which fhew an extreme anxiety to reftrain parents from doing 
anjultice to their own children. Children (fay their laws) are not 
to be difinherited without juft caufe, chiefly that of ingratitude ; the 
caufe muft be fet forth in the teftament; it mutt be tried by the 
judge, and verified by witnefles, if denied. Whereas among other 
nations natural affection, without the aid of law, is a fufficient mo- 
tive with parents to do no injuftice to their children. A knowledge 
of another partof the political conftitution of the Romans will pro- 
bably help us to areafon for the uncommon defeét of natural affec- 
tion among them. The Patria Poteffas was in reality the power of 
a mafter over a flave, the very knowledge, and idea, of which, 
though at were not often exercifed, was enough to produce feverity 
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Prieftley’s Leciures on Hiftory. 3 


in parents, and fear and diffidence in children, which muf deftroy 
mutual confidence and affection. 

« Cufloms, and general maxims of conduét, being of the nature 
of unwritten laws, give us the fame infight into the ftate of things 
in acountry. ‘The high efteem in which hofpitality is held by the 
Arabs, and the religious, and even fuperftitious practice of it by them, 
and by other favage nations, fhews the great wang there is of that 
virtoe in thofe countries, and that travelling is particularly dan- 
gerous in them. 

‘ The laws and cuftoms of a country fhew clearly what was the 
manner of living and the occupation of the original inhabitants of it. 
Thus where we find that the eldeit fons fucceed to the whole, or the 
greateft part of the eftate, we may be fure that we {ee traces of feu- 
dal nations, of a military life, and a monarchical government; in 
which a prince is better ferved by one powerful vafial than by feveral 
weak ones. Where the children fucceed equally, it is a mark of a 
ftate having been addi&ed to hufbandry, and inclined to a popular 
equal government. And where the youngeft fucceeds, we may take 
it for granted that the people formerly lived a paftoral and — 
life, in which it is natural for the oldeft to be provided for, and dif- 
pofed of, the firft, and the youngeft to take what is left; a manner 
of life which requires, and admits of, little or no regular govern- 
ment. 

‘ The change of manners, and way of living, may be traced in the 
changes of the laws. Thus the change from a military to a com- 
mercial {tate may be traced in England by the progrefs of our laws, 
particularly thofe relating to the alienation of landed property; a 
thing abfolutely inconfiftent with ftri& feudal notions, and for a long 
time impracticable in this country ; but which took place by degrees, 
as the interefts of commerce were perceived to require, that every 
thing valuable fhould circulate as freely as poflible in a fate. It 
mutt, however, be confidered, that the change of laws does not keep 
an equal pace with the change of manners, but follows fometimes 
far behind. In almoft every cafe, the reafon and neceflity of the 
thing firft introduces achange in the pradice, before the authority of 
Jaw confirms and authorifes it. This too is eafy to be traced in a 
great many of our Englifh laws, and particularly thofe which relate 
to the eafy transferring of property, for the purpofe of trade and 
commerce. 

‘ Without entering into particular laws, we may obferve of the 
fiate of laws in general, as was obferved with regard to language, 
that copioufnefs and refinement in them, and even intricacy and te- 
dioufnefs in the adminiftration of them, is an indication of freedom, 
and of improvements in civilized life; and that few laws, and an 
expeditious adminiftration, are marks either of the connexicns of 
perfons being very few, and little involved (which is a neceflary con- 
fequence of improvements), that the rights of perfons have not been 
attended to, and that the nation is but little advanced in the know- 
lédge or poffeflion of thofe things on which their happinefs and fe- 
curity chiefly depend ; or that too arbitrary a power is lodged in fome 
hands or other ; it being well obferved by Montefquieu, that the 
tedioufnefs and expence of — is the price of liberty.’ 
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The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth Lectures, which contain an 
accurate explanation, and, in our judgment, a full vindication 
of the Newtonian Chronology, might, we think, have been more 
properly introduced in the third part of this courfe, in which the 
author treats of what is neceflary or ufeful to be known previous 
to the ftudy of hiftory. After fome general remarks on the 
manner in which other branches of fcience may be applied to 
hiftory, Dr. P. explains the chief heads of chronology. As an 
article of information very ufeful in reading hiftory, he relates 
the fucceflive changes which have taken place in the value of 
nominal fums of money, and lays down rules for eftimating the 
proportion between money and the neceflaries of life. On the 
fubje& of money, he chiefly follows the accurate Arbuthnot. 
The article might have been materially improved by confulting 
Clarke’s Connexion of Roman, Saxon, and Englifh Coins—a 
work of claffical correétnefs, and profound erudition. 

In the fourth Part of thefe Lectures, Dr. P. treats of various 
methods for facilitating the ftudy of hiftory. Here he pro- 
pofes feveral mechanical modes of affiliing the memory, parti- 
cularly chronological tables, Grey’s Method of recolieéting Dates 
by technical Lines, and charts of hiftory and biography. The 
author’s own charts are here very properly introduced to the ftu- 
dent’s attention, as there is no doubt, that they may be ufed 
with great advantage in reading hiftory. The Biographical 
Chart, particularly, is a very ingenious and ufeful invention. 
We are furprifed that no notice is taken, in this place, of Play- 
fair’s Caronology. 

The author next proceeds to point out a method in which the 
principal hiftorical writers of antiquity may be read, fo as to col- 
Je& from them a tolerably regular feries of facts; and adds a 
few ftri€tures on the characters of the principal ancient hifto- 
rians, and a chronological feries of original authors, with an 
account of other authentic documents, on the Englifh hiftory. 
Both thefe articles, in which Dr, P. chiefly follows Wheare and 
Nicholfon, are, in our opinion, carried farther into detail than 
is defirable in a courfe of academical inftruction, The lecturer’s 
bufinefs is to open the door of hiftory to the ftudent, not to con- 
duct the writer into its recefles. 

If however the perufal of this part of the work fhould be 
thought tedious, the reader will be amply repaid when he arrives 
at the fifth Part, in which upward of thirty Lectures are fpent 
in pointing out the moft important objects of attention in hif- 
tory. Here the author treats diftin@ly of the feveral fources of 
population, fecurity and happinefs, fuch as Government, Law, 
Agriculture, Manufactures, Commerce, Finances, Manners, and 


Religion. 
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Prieftley’s Led?ures on Hiflory. 5 


Of the great variety of ufeful information, and judicious ob- 
fervations, contained in this part of the Courfe of Lectures now 
before us, it is impoflible, within the limits to which we are 
obliged to confine our ftriures, that we fhould give our readers 
any adequate idea: we muft therefore content ourfelves with lay- 
ing before them a fingle fpecimen, in the following obfervations 
on the Advantages and Difadvantages of National Debts : 

‘ It feems not very difficult briefly to point out the principal ad- 
vantages and difadvantages attending thefe national debts. The 
capital advantage of them is, that they afford relief in great emer- 
gencies, and may thereby give a greater permanency to ftates, which 
in former times, for want of fuch great occafional refources, were 
liable to be overturned without remedy. And if the taxes necef- 
fary to pay the intereft of thefe debts be not immoderate, they are, 
as was obferved before, of no differvice to a nation upon the whole. 

‘ Some have reprefented the national debt as having the fame 
operation with the addition of fo much capital ftock to the nation, 
encouraging the induftry of it, &c. But whatever money is iffued in 
the form of paper by the government, it is firft depofited in the form 
of cafh by the individual. The man who pays the tax gives up fo 
much of his property, fo that it ceafes to be produétive to him, and 
it is generally expended by government in army and navy expences, 
revenue of officers, gratuities, &c. which yield no return. It is like 
a man giving his fon a fum of money which he expends in eating and 
drinking. The money, no doubt, is employed, and thereby induftry 
is encouraged; but it is only that kind of induftry which raifes the 
price of confumable goods. If any man, or any nation, fhould give 
all their property in this manner, they would certainly be impo- 
verifhed, though thofe to whom their money was transferred would 
be gainers. 

« Some perfons have paradoxically maintained that there can be 
no inconvenience whatever attending any national debt; that by 
this means the price of every thing is indeed raifed, but that this af- 
fecting all perfons alike, they will be as well able to pay the ad- 
vanced prices, as they were the lower ones. The fallacy of. this 
reafoning may perhaps be moft eafily expofed by the following ftate 
of the cafe. 

* Let us fuppofe a fociety to confift of a thoufand Jabourers, and 
a thoufand perfons juft able to employ them. If this fociety be 
loaded with any debt, and confequently be obliged to pay a tax; 
fince all the labourers muft ftill fubfift, and their employers can give 
them no more than they do, fome of thefe mult become labourers 
themfelves, fo that the price of this additional labour fhall be equal 
to the amount of the tax. It is evident, therefore, that the whole 
power of the fociety will be exhaufted when the thoufand, who firft 
employed the labourers, fhall be all brought into the fame ftate with 
them ; and when the price of their labour fhall be limited by the 
market to which it is brought. The tendency of a public debt, 
therefore, is to encreafe the quantity of Jabour in a country; and to 
a certain degree this may be favourable, by promoting induftry, but 
when carried to an extreme, the country mult be diftrefled. 
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© So long as the labourers can raife the price of their labour, no 
tax can hurt them. If, for inftance, each of them be obliged to pay 
one fhilling a week, and their wages have been twelve, they muft de- 
mand thirteen fhillings; for their wages muft be fufficient to fubfitt 
them. But when the wages they muift abfolutely have, in order to 
pay all the demands upon them, cannot be given, the procefs mutt 
ceafe. 

‘ We fhall always deceive ourfelves when we imagine that the cafe 
of a country is, in this refpeét, at all different from that of an indi- 
vidual, or of a number of individuals, and that though debts may 
ruin the latter, they will not hurt the former. The only difference 
is, that a ftate cannot be compelled to pay its debts. But when its 


_ credit is exhaufted, it will not only be unable to contract any more 


debts, but may not have it in its power even to pay the intereft of 
thofe already contraéted ; and in that cafe it muft neceflarily be ex- 
pofed to all the inconveniences attending the numerous infolvencies 
which motft be occafioned by its own. And if the infolvency of one 
great merchant, or banker, produce great diftrefs in a country, how 
dreadful muft be the confequence attending the infolvency of fuch a 
nation as England! It muft be fo extenfive and complicated as no 
politician can pretend to defcribe a priori. 

« The inconvenience of fuch a debt as the Englifh have now con- 
traéted, and which they rather feem difpofed to increafe than dimi- 
nifh, is great, and may be fata}. If foreigners fhould become poilefiors 
of the greateft fhare of our funds, we are in fact tributary to them, 
and the difference is very little if they be natives. For {till the 
people are debtors to another body than themfelves, though they 
may, in fome refpects, have the fame intereft. But the moft we have 
to fear from the accumulation of the national debt will begin to be 
felt when the intereft of it comes to be fo great, that it cannot be 
defrayed by the taxes which the country is able to raife, and when, 
confequently, the monied people, notwithftanding their intereft in 
keeping up the national credit, wi!] not venture to lend any more. 
Then one of thefe two confequences mott follow, which I fhal! in- 
troduce in the words of Mr. Hume. ‘* When the new created funds 
for the expences of the year are not fubfcribed to, and raife not the 
money projected ; at the fame time that the nation is diftrefled by a 
foreign invafion, or the like, and the money is lying in the bx- 
chequer to difcharge the intereit of the old debt; the money mult 
either be feized for the current fervice, and the debt be cancelled, 
by the violation of all national credit; or, for want of that money, 
the nation be enflaved.” 

_* What we have moft to fear from the accumulation of our na- 
tional debt is not perhaps a fudden bankruptcy, but the gradual di- 
minution of the power of the ftace, in confequence of the increafe of 
taxes, which difcourage induftry, and make it difficult to vend our 
manufactures abroad. The private revenue of the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, Dr. Smith fays *, is at prefent as much incumbered 
in time of peace, and their ability to accumulate as much impaired, 
as it would have been in the time of the moft expenfive war, had the 
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* Wealth of Nations, vol. iii, p. 528. 
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pernicious fyftem of funding never been adopted. The praétice of 
funding, he fays, has gradually enfeebled every ftate which has 
adopted it. The Italian republics feem to have begun it. Genoa 
and Venice, the only two remaining which can pretend to an inde- 

endent exiftence, have both been enfeebled by it. Spain feems ta 
have learned the practice from the Italian republics; and (its taxes 
being probably lefs judicious than theirs) it has in proportion to its 
natural ftrength been fill more enfeebled. The debts of Spain are 
of very old ttanding. It was deeply in debt before the end of the 
fixteenth century, about an hundred years before England owed a 
fhilling. France, notwithftanding its natural refources, languifhes 
under an oppreflive load of the fame kind. ‘The republic of the 
United Provinces is as much enfeebled by its debts as either Genoa 
or Venice. Is it likely then, he adds, that in Great Britain alone 
a practice, which has either brought weaknefs or defolation into every 
other country, fhould prove altogether innocent? 

‘ When debts have been contracted, and a fund appointed for 
paying the intereft of chem, it is generally contrived to be fo ample, 
as to do fomething more than this, and the furplus is made a fund 
for finking, or paying off, the debt; and is therefore called a Anking 


fund. And as diicharging the debt difcharges the intereft of the 


debt at the fame time, it neceffarily operates in the manner of com- 
pound intereft, and therefore will in time annihilate the debt. But 
the temptation to apply this finking fund to other purpofes is fo great, 
that ic has been of little ufe in this country. 

‘ 'To facilitate the payment of thefe debts, it is cuftomary with 
fome nations to borrow upon lives, viz. either to give the lender an 
annuity for his own life, or an annual fum toa number of -perfons to 
expire with the latt life. This laft method is called a tontine. Both 
thefe methods have fucceeded better in France than with us. 

‘ Mr. Poftlethwaite makes an eftimate of what taxes thefe king- 
doms may be fuppofed to bear, in the following manner. People 
who live in plenty, as in England, may part with a tenth of their 
income; but fo poor as Scotland and Ireland in generai are, a twen- 
tietb.toghem would be as much asa tenth tothe Englith. By which, 
confidering the number of the people, and their incomes, computed 
at a medium, he puts the amount of al! that can be drawn from the 
three kingdoms annually at eight millions three hundred and feventy- 
five thoufand pounds. 

‘ Experience has taught us that we are able to bear a much greater 
burden than this, or than any perfon, even the moft fanguine among 
us, had imagined we ever could bear; our national debt at prefent 
being about two hundred and forty millions, the intereft of which is 
twelve millions. However, without naming any particular fum, if 
the national debt fhould be raifed fo high that the taxes will not pay 
the intereft of it, and at the fame time defray the ordinary expences 
of government, one or other of tne confequences above mentioned 
mutt enfue. And in the mean time our manufactures muft be bur- 
dened, and confequently our ability to pay taxes muft be diminifhed, 
by every addition to the national debt. ; 

* Inftead of paying off any part of the national debt, fome think 


it would be better, as foon as the produce of auy tax would — 
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the ftate to do it, to take off fome of the other more burthenfome 
taxes, efpecially fuch as tend to check manufaétures, and thereby to 
diminifh the power of acquiring wealth. For if the country grow 
more wealthy, the debt, though nominally the fame, becomes in 
reality lefs, in proportion to the greater ability to difchargeit. Thus 
a perfon in a good way of trade does not always find it his intereft 
to pay his debts, becaufe he can employ that furplus by which he 
could difcharge them toa better account. For it is poflible that 
with an hundred pounds, by which he might have diminifhed his 
debts, he may acquire a thoufand. 

‘ It can hardly be expected, however, that minifters of ftate 
will have the magnanimity, or the judgment, to act upon this plan. 
Otherwife, by adding to fome taxes, as thofe on land and houfes, ac- 
quired by wealth, and diminifhing thofe on manufactures, by which 
wealth is acquired, a nation might become fo wealthy, as that its 
debts would be of little confegquence to it. But till mankind are 
cured of the expenfive folly of going to war, it is not even defirabie 
that nations fhould have any large {urplus of wealth at the difpofal 
of their governors ; as it would be fure to be fquandered in fome 
mifchievous project. Wife nations therefore, not being fure of a 
fucceffion of wife governors, will be content to be juft able to pay 
the intereft of their debts, as the only fecurity for peace, and indeed 
the only guard againft deftruction.’ 

Though we cannot entirely agree with our author in feveral 
of the opinions which he advances, particularly in his ideas of 
religious eftablifhments, we make no fcruple of recommending 
thefe Lectures to our readers, efpecially to young perfons ; who 
will find them of great ufe, not only to affift them in the ftudy 
of hiftory, but to awaken their attention to important objects, 
and lead them to a habit of refleCtion and inquiry. 

Thefe Le&tures were drawn up many years ago, when the 
author was a Tutor in the Academy at Warrington. The in- 


troductory Effay was firft publifhed in the year 1764. Exe d. 





Art. I]. Sketches of Society and Manners in Portugal. In a Series of 
Letters from Arthur William Coftigan, Efq, late a Captain of the 
Irith Brigade in the Service of Spain, to his Brother in London. 
8vo. 2 Vols. 10s. 6d. Boards. Vernor. 1788. 


 tgeaee entertaining Letters are given to the world, as the 
_ genuine correfpondence of an officer, who wrote from ob- 
fervation and experience; but they frequently breathe fo much 
of the fpirit of romance, and of fictitious difguife, that a fufpi- 
Cious reader will be apt to queftion the authenticity of the whole. 
We have, however, no doubt as to the truth of the general re- 
prefentation bere given of the charaéer of the Portuguefe nation, 
and of the contraéted genius and illiberal maxims of their go- 
vernment. Much pains have evidently been taken to give us a 
moft unfavourable idea both of the politics and morals of our 
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Lufitanian friends; and it is to be feared that in many particu- 
lars, the author, or authors [for we fufpect a plurality of writers 
—the name given in the title having the appearance of a nom- 
poftiche, to conceal the real origin of thefe volumes], come very 
near the truth: though not a few of them feem rather outrés. 
The charaGters, or pictures, may have fome refemblance, though 
certain parts may be over-charged, or revengefully caricatured ; 
or, the amiable fide may have been carefully concealed, while 
the deformities are expofed to our derifion and abhorrence. We 
all know how eafy it is to enlarge any feature that is already of 
remarkable prominence, or to deepen the colouring, where the 
complexion is naturally dark, Had the gentlemen been liberal 
enough to point out the proper remedies to thofe diforders which 
they are fo induftrious to difplay, and which they, poffibly, in 
fome inftances may have magnified ; it might have helped to 
cover, or excufe, the appearance of prejudice, which may be 
deemed rather too predgminant throughout this publication. 
The holding out to public view, private names and chara¢ters, to- 
gether with confidential converfations, is a moft mifchievous 
kind of writing, and worthy of the fevereft reprehenfion; efpe- 
cially when an author’s prudence and caution induce him to 
conceal his name. Anonymous reporters of facts may think 
themfelves at liberty to difguife, conceal, or exaggerate, as they 
pleafe ; but what credit can the Public afford to their reprefenta- 
tions? to whom fhall the doubtful apply for an explanation ? 
and, above all, where fhall the injured character refort for re- 
drefs? The cafe is different with refpect to matters of opinion; 
for thofe are eternal fubje&ts of controverfy. In a word, the 
conduct here reprehended, is fuch as manifeftly tends to ruia 
the liberty of the prefs, and drive the lettered world back to bar- 
barifm ! 

The writer of this article has fome aétual knowlege of Portu- 
gal, and other parts of Europe; concerning which he has often 
met with the very queftionable reprefentations of thofe difap- 
pointed adventurers with which many nations abound. In moft 
countries, indeed, we generally find, among the ftrangers occa- 
fionally refiding, or even thofe that are fettled there, the moft 
difcontented people,—ever ready to give unfavourable accounts 
of the country, and of thofe governments under which they, 
after all, enjoy proteétion. But how much eafier is it to do harm 
than gvod,—to pull down than to build,—to kill than to cure! 

The Letters under confideration muft, however, have juftice 
rendered to them.—Notwithftanding the intermixture of roman- 
tic ftories and love-adventures, which give to a book of travels 
too much of the air of a novel, they contain a very confiderable 
poriion of ufeful and pleafing information: we here refer, par- 
ticularly, to the hiftorical and travelling anecdotes, which mav 
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affift us in forming juft ideas of the country and people deferib- 
ed; and though tiefe details may not be always ftrictly true ; 
though the fketch may not afford a very exact refembdlance ; 
yet they are better than no drawing at a!l.—In the delineation 
given, in thefe Letters, of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny, it was 
impoffibie to exaggerate. Thefe evils, fo deftructive to human 
happinefs, the bane of every fociety in which they prevail, are 
truly and juftly prefented to our abhorrence; though the re- 
medy here pointed out, by a code of laws, or by the redut- 
tion of the kingdom of Portugal to a Spanifh province, might 
prove very inadequate ;—and the latter would be certainly 
worfe than the difeafe. 

The Letters afford us likewife very good pictures of Portu- 
guefe life and manners; though, in many inftances, the por- 
traiture feems confiderably over-charged,—the outline Carica. 
tured,—and the colouring too much heightened: the amiable 
fide of a charaéter is, we apprehend, too frequently forgotten in 
the defeription; and perhaps the merits of many of their gen- 
tlemien and officers may have been fometimes overlooked. Among 
both thefe clafies, we know that there are not wanting indi- 
viduals as truly eflimable, in refpect of principles and condu, 
as any in Europe, | 

But fome fpecimen will be expected, in which the work may 
fpeak for itfelf. The following paflages are feleéted from the 
account of the prelent ftate of Portugal, with reference to mat- 
ters both ecclefiaftical and political. 

© This little country prefents a ftriking inftance of how far the hu- 
man mind and character may be depraved and corrupted, by the 
baneful influence of a domineering and fictitious mode of worthip, 
which has entirely banifhed and fuppreffed every fentiment of vir- 
tue, or almoit any attempt towards the goodnefs of a moral a¢tion, 
which (to ufe fuch an expreflion) can with difficulty be committed 
here without being cenfured by the active and dangerous fpies and 
minifters of a jealous and worthlefs religion. Here the prattice and 
exercife of thofe fentiments of piety, gratitude, generofity, bene- 
volence, and univerfal charity, which | ‘am perfuaded would often 
arife naturally in the breafts of moft men, if only left to them- 
felves, are diverted, and another and moft pernicious direétion is 
given to their effects. The ardour of the-pious and devout is di- 
rected to adore at the fhrine of the Saint in the neighbourhood, 
moft famous for having performed fume wretched miracle, too ridi- 
culous to detain the attention even of an old woman or an infant, 
and it is here alfo where Generofity and Gratitude are taught to 
Jeave their prefents and make their offerings. ‘fhe firft and great 
object of charity all over this country and Spain, is the relieving 
of the fouls in Purgatory, by lavifhing money on Churches and 
Convents, for Maffes to be faid on that account; and fuch an in- 
fluence has the belief of that ideal place of torment, that it will 
{queeze hard cath from between the fingers of many a miler, when 
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no other confideration could have produced that effect; nay, fo de- 
praved are the underftandings of the beft intentioned people, by the 
perverfe leffons of their {piri:ual directors, that their charitable do- 
nations to perfons in diltrefs, are unaccompanied with thofe liberal 
and difinterefted motives of relieving the neceflitous and comforting 
the afflicted, which are, in my opinion, the beft ftimulatives to 
{uch aétions, and are diveited of their principal merit, by being 
bettowed from felfifh and pertonal confiderations: for as the inter- 
ceflions of others, eipecially of perfons who have once addrefs 
enough to be looked on by the multitude as of extraordinary fanc- 
tity, are reckoned of the greateft avail, fo wherever fuch a perfon 
or perfons appear, they are frequented by all the people round, 
whofe confciences accufe them of any deadly vices or irregularities, 
who load fuch devotees with alms and charitable gifts, charging 
them at the fame to intercede earneftly in their favour with the Vir- 
gin, or with their particular Saint or Angel; and the prayers of 
fuch perfons are efteemed by all as of the moit falutary effe&t: even 
in many forms of private prayers which the grave directing Fryars 
prefcribe for the ufe of their penitents, thefe are taught to reprefent 
to their Saint, or to the Divinity (if they addrefs him, which fel. 
dom happens), their own good works, the charities they have done, 
or the ficknefs, diforders and afflictions they have fuffered, and to 
requeft that, in confideration of thefe, fo much may be difcounted 
from the degree of punifhment their fins may be found to deferve, 
eftablifhing, by this means, a fort of account current of debtor and 
creditcr, between themfelves and the Almighty or his agents. And 
fo univerfal is this notion among the people, that when they give 
charity to a common beggar in the ftreets, they charge that beggar 
to pray for them, that fuch charity may be admitted in difcount of 
their tranfgreflions, and which you may believe the beggar faithfully 
engages to do. 

‘ Thus by the illiberal and noxious principles of the religion 
eftablithed in this peninfuls, the divine {pirit of godlike charity 


itfelf is tripped of its brighteft ornament; I mean, the folacing and 


delightful confideration of relieving the diftreffed part of our fellow- 
creatures, and of embracing all our brethren of mankind in the 
arms of friendfhip and affection, without the fmalleft regard to the 
mean and degrading notions of {elf-interefted motives or inten- 
tions. 

‘ The nature of this Government may be fairly pronounced the 
moft defpotic of any kingdom in Europe; and I believe I have 
hinted to you in former epiitles, that the eftablithed law is generally 
a dead letter, excepting where its decrees are carried into execu- 
tion by the fupplementary mandates of the Sovereign, which are 
generally employed in defeating the purpofes of fafety and pro- 
tection, which law is calculated to extend equally over all the 
fubjects. 

‘ Confidering the incredible degree of ignorance in which the 
Sovereign Princes of Portugal have been educated, at leaft ever fince 
the rafh and unfortunate King Sebaftian, confidering the fingular 
degree of imbecility, and want of talents, which have fo remarkably 
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Don John the Fourth (who would not have dared to accept the 
Crown his people held out to him, had not his wife, a high-fpirited 
Spaniard, urged him on to that att of rebellion againft her mative 
country), to the prefent moment, in which any hopes of bettering 
their fituation, by the favourable profpet of the future, are fadly 
precluded, by the difpofition of the Heir Apparent, the prefent 
Prince of the Brafils, not to fay a word of the two Royal Perfonages 
who aftually fill the throne, and with the utmoft defpotifm reign over, 
and have three millions of people fubmit to their weak government. 
¢ Iwill take upon me roundly to affirm, that no caufe purely of 
this world, could have ever been able to prodace fuch a monftrous 
effeét, and that it became neceflary to have recourfe to the terrors of 
the next, in order to rivet the chains of defpotifm and abfolute power. 

‘ In fuch a fituation of Prince and people, how happy were it for 
this nation, were there to be found in ita certain rank of citizens, pri- 
vileged by their profeflion, and refpectable to the Defpot himfelf, 
who fhould intercede in behalf of their oppreffed fellow-fubje&s, 
who fhould, on the part of Heaven, reprimand his infolence, and 
Ripulate with him for the injured rights of mankind ? Such a noble 
and godlike employment appears to belong particularly to that pro- 
feffion of men, who here fo infolently give themfelves out as the 
depofitaries of the divine Oracles, and the difpenfers of the precepts 
of a juft and terrible God. How would fuch men be adored by their 
countrymen, fo much prejudiced in their favour, even as things now 
ftand, were they but to ferve them as a fhield and fafeguard againft 
the tyranny and oppreffion of the Prince ? What real and voluntary 
refpect. would they not have foon acquired, if, inftead of feeding 
their audiences with froth, ufelefs reveries, dreams, and the un- 
availing [repetition of fenfelefs and impoffble miracles, their nu- 
merous preachers were vigoroufly to infift from the pulpit upon the 
beauty and neceflity of charity, humanity, equity and juftice, and if 
they were to fecond and fupport the rights of mankind by the man- 
dates of Heaven, from whence they pretend to derive fuch unlimited 
authority? then no man would ever think of reproaching them with 
the exorbitancy of their power, their prerogatives, or riches, were 
they to make ufe of them for the good of fociety, and for the pur- 
pofe of reftraining the paffions of thofe mercilefs tyrants, which no 

ower on earth has yet been able to keep within bounds: even the 
philofopher himfelf might be induced to forgive them their dreams, 
their fables, and the falfehood of their dogmas, did they but make 
ufe of them to terrify into a ferfe of their duty thofe Princes, whom 
ignorance, joined to the uncurbed force of aj] the noxious paffions, 
Keeps with regard to the knowledge of good government ina ftate of 
perpetual infancy. 

* But the uniform experience of all nations is more than fufficient 
to convince the greateft {ceptic that fuch was never the difpofition of 
the Priefthood, and that the Church has always found it the fhortett 
and eafieft road to riches, power, and independence, by flattering 
the vices of the tyrant of the day or place, by joining the fpiritual 
to the temporal power, and by trampling thus united upon the rights 
of the people, fo that the interefts of defpifed humanity have been 
bafely facrificed to the unbounded avarice and ambition of civil and 
ecclefiaftical tyranny.’ 3 
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From the free and liberal fentiments interfperfed in the fore- 
going extracts, our Readers will be enabled to form a judgment 
of the Writer’s general opinions on thefe important fubjects— 
Subjeéts fo highly interefting to every reader, and every citi- 
zen, of whatever country, whether Chriftian, Mohammedan, 


or Hindoo. Gr. 
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Art. Ill. 4 Sy/fem of Surgery. By Benjamin Bell, Member of the 
Royal Colleges of Surgeons of Ireland and Edinburgh, &c. &e. 
Vol. VI. Illuitrated with Copper-plates. 8yo. 6s. 6d. Boards, 
Elliot, Edinburgh ; Robinfons, London. 1788. 


T length we are able to congratulate the Public, but more 

efpecially the ftudents in furgery, on the completion of a 
work, which will afford them almolt every neceffary affiftance 
in obtaining a competent knowlege of the theory and praétice 
of the art. We would not, however, be underftood to mean 
that Mr. Bell’s Surgery is the only book that will be necefhury 
for the ftudent: much previous reading, and above all, a con- 
fiderable fhare of anatomical knowlege, will be abfolutely ree 
quifite, not only to perufe the work with advantage, but even, 
in many inftances, to comprehend the meaning of the ingenious 
Auther. 

The extent of the art, and the improvements that have lately 
been made, both at home and abroad, have neceffarily increafed 
the bulk of this fyftem, perhaps more than the Author at firft 
imagined ; on which account, he hath moft probably omitted 
minute anatomical defcriptions ;—right!y fuppofing his readers 
to be well grounded in a fcience which is the only foundation of 


the practice of furgery, and without which little proficiency. 


can be made in it. 

- This laft volume begins with the 39th chapter of the work; 
in which the Author treats of Frafures. After fome obferva- 
tions on the fymptoms, nature, and treatment of fratures in 
general, Mr. Bell proceeds to confider the fractures of different 
bones, and fhews, in addition to what he advanced in com- 
mon, how each is to be treated with refpec&t to its particular 
fituation, and the peculiar circumftances with which it is at- 
tended. 

In the general direGtions for reducing fractures of the Jimbs, 
Mr, Bell thews the great impropriety of violent extenfions, 
e‘pecially when they are applied while the limb is on the 
ttretch. He rightly obferves, that the chief refiftance met 
with in reducing a fractured limb, arifes from the action of the 
neighbouring mufcles ; and that if the limb be put in fuch a 
fituation, that its mufcles may be as much as poffible relaxed, 


the reduction will then be performed with the greateft eafe. For 
this 
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this material improvement the world is indebted to the late Mr. 
Port, to whom Mr. Bell offers a juft tribute of praife. 

In the dire&tions for treating the inflammation which ufually 
accompanies fractures, our Author recommends the ‘ early ufe 
of aftringent * applications, fuch as a folution of Sacch. Saturn. 
of Sg yimmon. or Spt. Minderer.’ He infifts on the ufe of thefe 
applitétions, with a view rather to prevent the inflammation, 
than to remove it when formed. Inflammation is doubtlefs a 
fymptom which of all others demands the furgeon’s chief atten- 
tion, as its confequences are often fatal, frequently dangerous, 
and always troublefome. That the Author fhould, therefore, 
on fo important a part of his fubject, be diffufe, is more par- 
donable, than that he fhould be defective, or fail of giving full 
inftructions for the management of that fymptom, which, when 


prefent, is perplexing to the furgeon, and diftrefsful to the fuf-_ 


ferer ; and which, unlefs it be fpeedily removed, produces, if 
the patient efcape with his life, long-continued pains refem- 
bling rheumatifm, contractions of the tendons, exuberancy of 
the callus, deformity of the limb, perpetual weaknefs and 
lamenefs, which are frequently attributed to the ignorance of 
the furgeon, or mifmanagement in the reduction of the frac- 
ture. Topica! bleeding is the only effe€tual remedy for fup- 
prefling the inflammation arifing from the bruife of the foft 
parts; and Mr. Bell prefers leeches to the Jancet; which he 
applies in large quantities all over the contufed part. There is, 
however, another kind of inflammation, which arifes, not from 
any external injury done to the foft parts, but from the irrita- 
tions of fharp {plinters of the bone which are not properly re- 
placed, or which are perhaps wholly detached: in fuch cafes, 
leeching is of no fervice; and as they feldom happen except in 
compound fractures, the fharp ends of the bones can be fawn 
off, or the detached parts entirely removed ; and in fimple frac- 
tures, the detached parts of the bone frequently preventing an 
union, an incifion may be made for extracting them; but this 
muft be done with great caution, for fear of wounding the 
blood-veflels ; and it muft never be attempted until other mee 
thods have failed. 

Many caufes are enumerated which tend to impede the union 
of the ends of fractured bones, and proper direétions are given 
for the peculiar management of each cafe. As thefe caufes are 
very various, and as it is impoffible that the method of removing 
one fhould fucceed in all, the Author has beftowed much labour 
in fhewing how they are to be known from each other. This 
circumftance is common to Mr. Bell, who is, as we have often 
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had occafion to remark in our review of his former volumes, 
peculiarly attentive to point out the diagnoftics, 

After having finifhed his general dire€tions, he proceeds to 
confider the fractures of the nofe, of the bones of the face, of 
the inferior maxillary bone, the clavicles, the ribs, the Sternum, 
the Vertebra, Sacrum, Coccyx, the Offa Innominata*, the Sca- 


pula, the Humerus, the bones of the fore arm, wrifts, and hands ; 


the thigh-bone, Patel‘a, and the bones of the legs and fect. 

Of compound fraGtures, and their management, Mr. Bell 
treats at large, in a feparate fection. The firft obje& in thefe 
cafes is, to reftrain hemorrhages when they take place; the 
next is, to confider whether the furgeon muft attempt to fave 
the limb, or to recommend amputation. This is an important 
enquiry; and the Author gives it all the attention which its 
importance frems to require. He ftates the opinions of former 
writers; fhews the impropriety of rafh determinations ; and 
gives anumber of excellent general directions for the furgeon’s 
condu&. Hedifluades from immediate amputation in private 
practice, where patients can be kept quiet and perfectly at reft, 
and where proper attention can be infured on the part of the 
furgeon, as well as of experienced nurfes, unlefs when the bones 
are fo thittered that they cannot reunite; or when, from the 
violence of the injury, the texture of the foft parts is completely 
deftroyed: but in the navy and army, he thinks it may fre- 
quently be neceflary to ufe immediate amputation, where the 
patient is expofed to a variety of hardfhips which tend to ag- 
gravate his danger, and where no accommodation can be pro- 
cured nor attention given to leflen it. ‘This practice, however, 
is ftill farther reftriéted to fra€tures of the thigh and humerus, or 
where both the bones of the leg or fore-arm are broken. 

When amputation is not performed immediately or foon after 
the injury, it ought not to be attempted for feveral days; dif- 
ferent caufes may then render it neceflary. ft, Hemorrhages un- 
der certain circumftances: 2d, Extenfive mortification: 3d, The 
ends of the bones remaining difunited, while a copious dif- 
charge of matter endangers the finking of the patient’s ftrength. 
Each of thefe heads is diftinctly treated, and direCtions are 
givea for determining when and how the operation may be per- 
formed. 

In the goth chapter, on luxations, Mr. Bell fir defcribes 
thofe fymproms that are common to all diflocations, and gives 
the ufual general direGtions for reducing them. The fubfequent 
parts of this chapter are allotted to particular luxations, and 


their method of cure. The Author here proceeds in his ufual 
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manner, 
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manner, giving ample directions, on the moft approved prins 
ciples, for reducing the diflocations, and retaining the bone in 


its proper place. 
The next two chapters are on diftorted bones ; in which Mr. 


Bell thews how diftortions are produced, how they may be pre-. 


vented, and the means that are moft likely to fucceed in order to 
remove them. 

The 434 chapter is allotted to the confideration and defcrip- 
tion of amputation ; an operation which ought never to be per- 
formed where it can poffibly be avoided; yet as it is often the 
only means of preferving life, it is frequently neceffary, although 
it may be repugnant to humanity, diftrefsful to the unfortunate 
fufferer, and in fome circumftances fo fraught with danger, that 
nothing but a full and clear conviction of its neceflity can war- 
rant the propofing it in any cafe. As to the operation itfelf, it 
is by no means difficult, and may be eafily performed by any 
perfon accuftomed to handle inftruments; but to diftinguifh 
with precifion the cafes which require it, from thofe which 
might fucceed under a different treatment; and to determine 
the particular period when it ought to be performed, are circum- 
ftances which demand more deliberation than perhaps any other 
in the whole practice of furgery. Mr. Bell therefore enumerates 
the cafes where amputation may be neceflary, all of which are com» 
prehended under the following heads. 1. Bad compound fractures, 
2. Extenfively lacerated, or contufed wounds, 3. Limbs fhat- 
tered by a cannon-ball. 4. Mortifications. 5. White fwell- 
ings. 6. Large and increafing exoflofes. 7. Caries. 8. Can- 
cers and inveterate ulcers, g. Various kinds of tumours. 10. 
Diftortions of limbs. In the preceding cafes, circumftances 
often occur which render amputation the only means of preferving 
life; and in pointing out thofe circumftances, in determining 
when, and in defcribing how, the operation ought to be per- 
formed, the Author appears in the feveral characters of a judi- 
cious dire€tor, an expert operator, and a beneficent man. 

To be able to alleviate the miferies of thofe who are obliged 
to fubmit to dangerous operations, affords the higheft gratifica- 
tion to the operator ; and as pain is in general the moft dreadfu! 
part of any operation to the patient, Mr. Bell has given a chap- 
ter containing the moft effectual methods * of preventing or di~ 
minifhing pain in furgical operations.’ 

_ Midwifery being now confidered as a diftin® branch of prac- 
tice, Mr. B. fuppofes that a minute account of it will net be ex+ 
pected in a fyftem of furgery. For particular information on 
this fubjed, he refers to thofe authors who have profeffedly 
written on it; he bath neverthelefs delineated the inftruments 
ufually employed in midwifery, and defcribed two operations, 

which, 
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which, although immediately connected with this branch, are 
yet more frequently performed by the furgeon than the accou- 
cheur ; viz. the Cefarian fetion, and the divifion of the /ym- 
phyfis pubis. With refpect to this-laft operation, we have fre- 
quently had occafion to condemn it ; and the arguments which 
we brought againft it in our 7oth volume, pag. 205—208, will 
apply to Mr. Bell’s opinions: we fhall not therefore repeat 
them ; but we are forry, on account of the general excellency of 
the work, that this Sy/fem of Surgery fhould recommend an ope- 
ration which every man of profeffional knowlege and humane 
difpofition muft neceflarily condemn.—We with Mr. Bell had 
confidered this fubjec&t more minutely.—He feems to have been 
influenced by the fpecious accounts of the French writers. 

The remaining three chapters are on the opening of dead bo- 
dies, on embalming, and on bandages; in which nothing new 
occurs. 

Of the general merit of the work we have fpoken in the be- 
ginning of this article: the merits and defects of its feveral 
parts will beft appear from what we have advanced in our a¢c- 
counts of the former volumes *. ) 

The Author affures the Public, that no attention fhall be 
wanting on his part to render the work as complete as it can 
be; he means to infert in the fubfequent editions to which it 
may extend, whatever improvements future experience adds to 
our prefent ftock of furgical knowlege ; and that the purchafers 
of the firft edition may not be affected by fuch improvements 
as may be inferted into any future edition, he will afford them 
an eae of procuring fuch additions, or alterations, /epa- 
rately. 

We ought not to conclude this article without informing our 
Readers, that the engravings which accompany this work are 
accurately expreflive of what they are intended to reprefent. 
They are contained in 9g plates, neatly executed. The figures 
are generally on a reduced fcale. In moft cafes this circum- 
ftance is immaterial, but in fome it may lead to error. The 
figures of the inftruments, efpecially, ought to appear in their 
proper fize: this objection, however, is fomewhat removed by 
the very exact and minute defcription which the Author ufually 
gives of his inftruments, particularly if they are new, or any way 
materially different from thofe in ordinary ufe. R In. 
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* See Review, vol. lxix. p. 442. Ixxi. 348. Ixxvi. 35. Ixxvil. 
218. 
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Aar. IV. Tranfafions of the Society infituted at London for the 
Encouragement cf Arts, Manufadtures, and Commerce; with the 
Premiums offered, in the Year 1788. Vol. VI. 8vo. 4s. Boards. 


Dodfley, &c. 1788. 


VERY volume of thefe Tranfactions brings additional proofs 
EK of the benefits derived to the Public from this patriotic in- 
ftitution ; and we are.glad to find that the number of its mem= 
bers is daiiy encreafing, which will naturally add freth vigour to 
their exertions, 

The propagation of timber was one of the firft objedls that 
attracted the attention of this Society; and it muft attord plea- 
fure to every Englifh reader, who is a well-wifher to his coun 
try, to find that the Public have fo cheerfully contributed to for- 
ward the Society’s views in this refpe&t. From the memoirs in 
the volume now before us, we are cheered with a gleam of hope, 
that notwithftanding the general complaints of the decreafe of 
oak timber for fhip-building in the fouthern parts of the ifland, 
where it has hitherto moft abounded, a fupply will be raifed 
in the northern parts of it that may in time fupply the de-~ 
mand. We have had occafion to mention, more than once, 
with juft applaufe, the extenfive plantations made by Mr. White, 
at Buttsfield, in the county of Durham, which we here learn 
continue to profper abundantly, fo as to encourage that worthy 
cultivator to extend his plantations there more and more, from 

ear to year; and that, in particular, in the laft feafon, he 
planted no fewer than FIFTY THOUSAND OAKS; which have 
fucceeded in a furprifing degree. We here alfo find that the 
Rev. Mr. R. Lloyd, of Afhton, in the county of Salop, p!anted 
(in the autumn of the year 1784) sixTY FIVE THOUSAND 
FOUR HUNDRED and FORTY OAKS, and fowed, befide, near 
ten bufhels of acorns. Thefe plantations, which are all well 
fenced, and thriving, may come in time to be of great national 
importance ; befide the benefit that will accrue co the proprietors 
of the barren {pots on which thefe improvements have generally 
been made. 

But thefe plantations in England, though of importance, ap- 
pear comparatively {mall when mentioned with thofe of much 
greater extent in Scotland. We have frequently heard furmifes 
that extenfive plantations of timber-trees are often made in 
that almoft unknown part of the country, and have heard our 
old friend Dr. Johnfon blamed for not only having negleéted to 
notice this circumftance, but for having even infinuated, in his 
famous Tour, that no fort of attention was there paid to the 
raifing of timber ; but never did we obtain fo fatisfactory a proof 
of the contrary as is here afforded by accounts of the extenfive 
aad thriving plantations made by the Earl of Fife, in the counties 
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of Bamff and Murray. It appears, that in the courfe of fifteen 
years, his Lordfhip has planted in all 3005; acres, which have 
been all well inclofed with walls, the total meafurement of 
which is 68,656 elis ; and that thefe extenfive plantations are all 
at prefent in a very thriving condition. The kinds of trees 
planted, and the number of each fort are as under: 


Oaks _— -— 196, 

Larch - - ress 
Ath oa a §7:500 
Elms ~— — 55,600 
Sweet Chefnut _ 64,100 
Beech —- — 192,679 
Sycamore —_~ 50,000 
Birch — _ 231,813 
Alder — — 31,500 
Hazle — — 47,200 
Laburnum — 51,100 
Poplar _ 10,000 
Willows — _ 15,000 
Spruce Fir _ 10,000 
Silver Fir —_— = 10,500 
Common Scotch Fir 3;668,420 





Total 4,874,198 


Thefe are princely plantations! yet they form only a part of 
thofe that have been made by Lord Fife; for it is now, as his 
Lordfhip informs the Society, above thirty years fince bis planta- 
tions commenced; and * from their infancy,’ he adds, * to the 
prefent period, I have -nurfed them with care, regularity, and 
perfeverance; every fucceeding year has enlarged the old, or has 
given birth to a new planted inclofure. By thefe means, about 
SEVEN THOUSAND acres, of bleak and inhofpitable moors, have 
been clothed with rifing and flourifhing trees, in Aberdeenfhire, 
Bamffshire, and Moray.’ It is with pleafure that we reg'fter thefe 
important improvements, which we hope will ftimulate others 
who have fuch * bleak and inhofpitable moors’ on their eftates 
to follow fo laudable an example. That they may fee what 
fuccefs has attended thefe efforts, we fubjoin the following table 
of meafurement, the circumference taken at three feet from the 
ground, in different parts of the plantation. The fpecification 
of foil, we prefume, is intended to fhew what foils were deemed 


the moft favourable to the different kinds of trees, ‘The trees | 


were planted about twenty-five years ago. 


C 2 Loam 
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Length of Height. Circum- 


the Trunk, ference. 
Feet, Feet. Feet. Inchese 


Loam, and clay bottom, Oaks, - 12 25t0o30 2 93 
Light black earth, - Elm, - 13 30 35 5 4 
Heavy wetground, - Ath, - 20 35 40 3 9 
Dry fandy foil, - Beech, 14 30 35 3.00 
d heavy loam march, -- 46 6 -3 
Good heavy ’ Silver Fir, - 443 6 8 


It will be remarked that the larch and fJver fir greatly oute 

row the other trees; but we regret that no meafurement was 
made of the cgmmon fir, with which they might be compared. 
The common firs, we are told, are planted merely as nurfes 
to the other trees, the plants being bought in that country, at 
a proper fize for planting, at the very moderate price of ten 
pence per thoufand. 

We had occafion to take notice, a few months ago, on the au- 
thority of the Prefident de la Tour d’ Aigues, that beams of larix 
wood were of exceeding great durability. This fact is farther 
confirmed in the prefent volume. Mr. Francis Dennifon writes 
from Peterfburg, that the larch wood is there folely appropriated 
to fhip building, for which ufe it anfwers perfeétly well; and 
that line of battle fhips are built of it at Archangel. Mr. 
Ritchie, his Majefty’s Chargé des Affaires at Venice, alfo writes 
that it is there likewife employed in fhip-building ; to which 
there appears to be no other objection than its weight on fome 
occafions. It is certainly lighter than oak; but, on account of 
the fhoals in the Adriatic, the Venetians are obliged to build 
with very light wood. It refifts, he fays, the intemperature of 
the air more than any other wood known in this country, and 
therefore it is much ufed in making outer gates, pales, &c. 
which are conftantly expofed to the open air. Ie is no lefs 
durable within doors, and in fome of the very old palaces here, 
there are beams of Jarix as found as when firft placed there. In 
a word, wherever ftrength and durability are required, this is 
reckoned here the moft choice and valuable wood ; and it may 
be applied to a great number of ufes, We are glad to collect 
authentic information concerning the ufes of this valuable and 
Ornamental tree, with a view to introduce the culture of it more 
generally into this country. As a maritime nation, we cannot 
pay too much attention toevery article that may prove fervice- 
able in the conftruéction of fhips, and at a moderate price, which 
this {pecies of timber promifes effectually todo, It flourifhes in 
a great variety of foils, and on the bleakeft expofures. 

In our account of the fifth volume of thefe Tranfations, we 
had occafion to notice the recovery from the fea, by embank- 
meat, of a whole ifland in the mouth of the Thames; in the 
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prefent volume, we are alfo favoured with an account of another 
fuccefsful atrempt to rob old Neptune of part of his domains. 
The Rev, Mr. Henry Bate Dudley, in the parifh of Bradwell 
(near the fea) in Effex, ‘* did, in the year 1786, fecurely in- 
clofe, by an embankment of foil only, a traét of land mea- 
furing forty-five acres, one rood, and twenty-five poles; which 
land, until fuch enclofure, had been, from time immemorial, 
overflowed by the fea from the German ocean.” ‘Thefe are the 
words of-an atteftation figned by the minifter, churchwardens, 
and overfeers of the parifh, who thus proceed to atteft, thak 
*¢ the fea wall, now enclofing this recovered land, contains i 
length one hundred and eighty-three poles; that its bafe is 
thirty-two feet, its height feven feet, and the top five feet wide: 
That it is the general opinion, the Jand fo gained is worth 
twenty fhillings an acre on a leafe of twenty-one years.” They 
alfo certify, that the expence of this improvement. was as 
under, viz. 


144% rods (of 21 feet each) of walling at 30 hhil- 





lings per rod, and five guineas extra ~— {221 12 6 
One new fea gutter five feet clear run a 60 0 Oo 
Removing and altering another _-_ — 10 0 O 
Hilling up rills _ — — 50 0 O 
Planks, barrows, and other tools — 15 0 0 
Carting ditto, and extra’s — — 6 0c Oo 

Total — 302 12 6 


A {mall price for fuch a valuable purchafe. 

Mr. Profeffor Rofs, of Aberdeen, informs us, that the tur- 
nip-rooted cabbage had been cultivated with fucce{s in that re- 
mote part of the country, by being fown broad-caft, and hoed 
like turnips; and recommends that plant as valuable {pring 
food for cattle. This confirms the more extenfive experiments 
of Sir Th mas Beevor, concerning this article, 

Mr. John Bootie, having found the practice of drilling all 
forts of grain, as mentioned in the fifth volume of thefe Tranf- 
actions, extremely profitable, bas carried it into practice on a 
ftill more extenfive fcale, having drilled no lefs than four hun- 
dred and fifty acres, in the year 1787, by means of Mr. Cooke’s 
drill machine, and has had the fatisfaétion to find the crops in 
every cafe better than thofe that were fown broadcaft on land of 
the fame quality; fo that he computes he has been benefited 
by that practice, in one year, to the amount of five hundred 
pounds at leaft—-and therefore refolves to continue it. His 
letter is written in a high flow of {pirits, and gives a pleafant — 
account of the obfervations of his neighbours on that pradtice, 
with their final conviGtion. of its proving highly beneficial, 
Nothing is wanting to render thefe experiments altogether fa-. 
C .3 tisfatory, 
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tisfactory, except that he has omitted to mention the width be- 
tween the drills, and to afcertain what is the moft favourable 
diftance—-From Mr. Winter’s experiment (fee our account of 
Ben. Bramble’s pamphlet in Rev. for Nov. laft, p. 461.) intervals 
of feven inches appear to produce weightier crops than either nine 
or eleven inches. Mr. Boote’s experiments, however, clearly 
evince that the praétice of fowing grain in narrow drills, fo as 
to admit of the hand hoe, is highly beneficial in moft fitua- 
tions ; and it would appear that the dri]] machine which he em- 
ployed has anfwered the purpofe of fowing very well. He 


- finds that grafs feeds fucceed perfectly well with drilled crops, 


if they be fown over the field immediately before the laft hoe- 
ing be given to the grains:—he has not, however, yet been 
able to afcertain what is the exa& expence of hoeing thefe 
drilled crops. 

Such of our agricultural readers as have not an opportunity 
of feeing this volume, will perhaps be glad to be informed of the 
refult of two comparative experiments between broadcaft and 


drilled wheat on the fame foil, by Mr. Boote. 
Produce per acre. 
Bufh. Gal. Pint. 


1ft, Wheat drilled upon poor clay, after clover 25 4 I 
Wheat fown broadcaft on part of the fame field 13 7 2 
Difference — 11 4 7 
_ ad. Wheat drilled by Mr. Boote on part of his farm, ad~ 
Joining to a field of ground of the fame quality belonging to a 
neighbouring farmer, which was fown broadcaft, and was in 
equally good order before, and had dung to the wheat, while 
Mr. Boote’s had none.— The crops, while growing, were 
compared by an impartial neighbour, who eftimated Mr. Boote’s 
— to exceed the other in the proportion of three to two, at 
eaft. 

Thefe are important experiments. 

We are glad to find that the Chinefe hemp, mentioned in 
the former volume, has been found to fucceed perfectly well in 
this climate, and promifes to be a valuable addition to the lift 
of ufeful vegetgbles, The Rev. Dr. Hinton, at Northwold, 
having accidentally faved fome ripe feeds, fowed them on the 
roth of May 1787, on a fmall patch of good land—They 
came up well, and attained as much perfection as ordinary hemp. 
The produce, when drefled, weighed at the rate of ninety five 
ftone feven pounds and twelve ounces per acre—-(the ufual 
crop of hemp in that neighbourhood, we are alfo informed, 
feldom exceeds fixty ftone)—and at the rate of three buthels 
two pecks and half a pint of feed per acre, were faved. Dr. 
Hinton fuppofes that the feeds which were brought from China 
have failed merely by having been two years old, at which age 

12 hemp 


——— 








1, ARES: oe MERON a gsr nen: 


7 
Po REIL £2 HOE 


t PQS Were SPS Bn ete Pe ceas 














‘ 
Pt OR TERRE YF HE Oy 


6 WO ee or a med wgt ab s 








ty AER: I = 


Tranfactions of the Society of Arts, &c. Vol. VI. 23 


hemp feed feldom vegetates. Now that it is found to ripen 
with us, frefh feeds can always be obtained. 

Dr. Hiaton alfo communicates the refult of three compara- 
tive trials between wheat fown broadcaft, and drilled; each on 
the fame field, and under the fame management, in every other 
refpect. In thefe trials the advantage was invariably ia favour 
of the drilled crop. 

In experiment 1ft, the excefs was, per acre, 5 bufh. 16 quarts. 

Inexperiment 2d, — ditto -- 4— 9 

In experiment 33, — ditto — 2 — 

No. 1, we are told, was hand-hoed three times; No. 2 and ‘ 
3 hand-boed twice. The expence of thefe operations from 16 
to 18 pence per acre (each hoeing, we prefume). The broad- 
caft was carefully weeded by hand, at the expence of from feven 
to ten fhillings per acre. We mention thefe experiments thus 
particularly, as they lead to important canelufions in agricul- 
ture. Dr. Hinton has alfo omitted to fpecify the diftance of 
the drills from each other. 

Thefe are all the articles that relate to the fubje& of agricul - 
ture in the prefent volume; and had thole belonging to the 
other branches of fcience which have engaged the attention of 
the Society, been equally numerous and valuable, our review of 
this volume would have furnifhed a larger article than ufual. 


Under the head Ch:miffry there is only one article—It is an 
account of a native foffil alkali, found in the neighbourhood of 
Bombay-——which Mr. Hellenus Scott fays may be afforded ‘in a 
refined ftate for the price of 3co rupees, (about 37 pounds 16 
fhillings) per ton, and could be obtained in large quantities. 
From an accurate analyfis of this fpecimen of the falt, by Mr. 
Keir, of Birmingham, it was found to confit of the following 
materials, in the proportions exprefled: 

Gr. Dec. 

58 8 of dry mild mineral alkali 

24 o of water 

17. 2 common falt 

100 0 grains of crude falt. 
This is rather purer than good barilla—but as the hetero- 
geneous matter in barilla is different from that in this native 
foffil alkali, it may have very different effecis in fome manu- 
factures. 

Mr. Jefe Ruffel, of London, bricfly ftates the comparative 
purity of this falt as oppofed to others, thus: 

Refined native foffil alkali (the fpecimen) — 9 
Rough native ditto _ — 7 
Ruffia pearl ath — 9 
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Good barilla — _ — 7 
Rough Effex potath, the very beft  — — 5% 


He alfo mentions that the average price of barilla, for three 
years paft, was twenty-feven pounds ten fhillings per ton. 

We fear, that unlefs the Bombay alkali could be afforded at 
a lower rate than Mr. Scott mentions, it has little chance of 
becoming an article of commerce to this country. 

We have heard of a kind of foap that is manufa&tured in 
India, which may be employed in wafhing with fea water, with 
the fame effeét as common foap has with good /oft water. It 
would be a matter of fome importance to a maritime and come 
mercial nation to have the nature of this compofition afcer- 


tained. 
PoLITE ARTS. 


Mr. William Yates, furveyor, having, at his own expence, 
made a new furvey of the county of Lancafter, and prefented a 
copy of it, with an atteftation of its accuracy by a confiderable 
number of the inhabitants of that county, obtained the Society’s 


premium. 
MANUFACTURES. 


Under this head, Mr. Thomas Greaves, near Warrington, 
tranfmits to the Society fome fpecimens of paper made from the 
bark of withens, i.e. willow twigs. The bark was ftripped 
from the twigs in autumn, which muft have been attended, we 
fhould think, with a confiderable expence. Had they been 
pulled off in the month of April, juft after the fap begins to 
flow, as is commonly done by thofe who carry on the bufinefs 
of fine bafket-making to a great extent, it could have been 
done at a much fmaller charge.—As great quantities of this bark 
are thrown away as entirely ufelefs, it would feem that it might 
furnifh materials for a confiderable quantity of paper, at a very 
low price. For Mr. Greaves has proved experimentally, that it 
can be eafily converted into paper without any addition—and that 
it is by no means neceflary it fhould either be previoufly dried, 
or freed from its leaves, before it be applied to that ufe. We 
fhould think hop- binds would an{wer this purpofe ftill better. 

We have here fome farther atteftations of the goodnefs of 
Englith-made paper for the purpofe of taking impreffions from 
copper plates, fo that, it is probable, this branch of manufaéture 
will foon be fully eftablifhed in Great Britain. 

As it appears probable that the breeding of filk worms may 
in time be introduced into this country, the Society beftow a 
due degree of regard to every obfervation that may tend to give 
ufeful information on this point. In the prefent volume, the 
public are favoured with an intelligent letter on that fubject from 
Mr. Peter Noaiile, of Greatnefs, Kent. It telates to the proper 
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mode of winding off filk from the cocoons. It ftates, that if a 
thread be formed of 18 or 20 cocoons, the value of fuch filk 
may be eftimated at 20 fhillings per pound, of 16 ounces, 
while a pound of filk compofed of the very fame materials, 
confifting of only fix or eight cocoons, would be worth 30 fhil- 
lings; and if four or five cocoons only, it might vie with the 
moft fuperlative produce of Italy, that would be worth 40 hhil- 
lings per pound. He then eftimates the expence at which this 
fuperior fort may be obtained. With this view, he ftates that 
one woman and a girl can eafily wind off one pound of filk, of 
the fineft quality, in aday; and that the fame woman and girl 
could wind, of the coarfeft fort of filk, fix, eight, or more 
(fay ten) pounds ina day. Let the wages of the woman and 
her girl be ftated at one fhilling per day. 

The coft of winding 10 pounds of filk of the fineft fort, would 
therefore be _ _ _ © 10 oO 

The price of it at 40 fhillings per pound — 20 Oo o 





Net price —- 19 10 © 
T he coft of winding 10 pounds of the 


coarfeft fort would be _ o I oO 
The price of it at 20 fhillings per 
pound — _ _ 10 0 O 


Net price ———— g I9 O 

So that the profit by winding it off fine would be g 11 © 

An attempt had been made to fpin the filk dire&lly from the 

cocoons, without having been previoufly reeled, which he thews 
to be, in all circumftances, a very un-ceconomical practice. 





MECHANICS. 


Under this head, we find a defcription of a new machine for 
meafuring angles, invented by Mr. Matthew Hill, of Scar- 
borough.—A feétor, and tool for fetting wheels and pinions in 
watch work, invented by Mr. Jofeph Ridley. —And a carriage 
for conveying timber over foft or boggy land, by Mr. Joha 
Befant, Weftminfter ; of none of which can we convey an ac- 
Curate idea, without the plates. 

The volume concludes with the ufual lifts of rewards be- 


flowed—prefents received—premiums propofed, and the pre- 
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Art. V. Experiments and Ob/ervations on Animal Heat, and the Ine 
flammation of combuftible Bodies: Being an Attempt to refolve the 

. “Phenomena into a general Law of Nature. By A. Crawford, 
M.D. F.R.S. L. & E. and Member of the Philofophical Socie. 
ties of Dublin and Philadelphia. The Second Edition, with very 
large Additions. 8vo. 7s. Boards. Johnfon. 1788. 


HE theory of animal heat and combuftion, as delivered 

by Dr. Crawford in the former edition of his work, is 
now more fully eftablifhed by the refults of many new expe- 
riments which appear to have been made, with the moft fcru- 
pulous attention to accuracy, in order to afcertain fome new 
faéts, and to correct fome miftakes in the conclufions drawn 
from thofe that were before prefented to the public. 

It feems now to be the prevalent opinion, that experiments, 
and induétions from them, are the only mears by which we 
are permitted to interpret the characters imprefled by the Deity 
on his works; and the philofopher, who is thus employed in 
cultivating natural knowlege, is well aware that this method of 
fearching after truth, neceffarily demands much labour, and pa- 
tient inveftigation, aided by fagacity, and directed with judg- 
ment. 

Dr..Crawford pleads, in excufe for the late appearance of 
this fecond edition (containing new difcoveries, and the cor- 
rection of errors), the difficulty in purfuing, and the time re- 
quifite for making, experimental refearches. He is convinced, 
as indeed every true philofopher muft be, that to correét errors 
is the beft method of apologizing for them; and that though 
the free communication of difcoveries is eflential to the progrefs 
of knowlege, yet it is of much greater importance to the in- 
terefts of fcience, that facts fhould be well alcertained, than 
that they fhould be fpeedily publifhed. He does not, however, 
mean to infinuate that the faéts which he has now fubmitted to 
the public are free from error ; miftakes may eafily arife in every 
attempt, where fo much nicety is required, to determine the re- 
Jations between the fubtle elements of fire and air; and he 
hopes, that fuch of them as may be found in his work, will, by 
the candid public, be afcribed to the imperfeétions of our fenfes, 
or the inftruments employed in the courfe of the experiments. 

The abftrufenefs of the fubjet, and the novelty of Dr. Craw- 
ford’s theory *, were probably the reafuns why his doétrine met 
with fome oppofition, on its firft appearance; efpecially by Mr. 
Morgan +, who made many pertinent refle@tions on Dr. Craw- 
ford’s opinions. As an amicable contention, fuch as Mr. Mor- 
gan’s with Dr, Crawford really was, always promotes {cience, 
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* For an abridgment of which fee Rey. vol. Ixi. p. 373. 
t See Review, vol. Ixiv. p. 350. 
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we hoped that the Do@tor would be incited to repeat, diverfify, 
and extend his experiments. ‘This he hath now done, and his 
theory, not materially altered, has received much additional 
fupport. 

As we have before given an abftract of our ingenious Au- 
thor’s theory of animal heat, and of the inflammation of com- 
buftible bodies, it is unneceflary that we fhould repeat it. We 
fhall therefore only endeavour to refrefh the memory of our 
readers, by informing them that according to the refults of Dr. 
Crawford’s experiments, it appears that pure air, containing a 
large portion of elementary fire, is, by infpiration, received into 
the lungs; and that the blood, impregnated with phlogifton, is re- 
turned from the extremities. Now the attraction of air to 
phlogifton being greater than that of blood, the phlogifton 

uits the blood, and unites with the air; the air at the fame 
time depofiting part of its elementary fire: and the capacity of 
the blood for receiving heat being increafed by the change it 
undergoes in lofing its phlogifton, the elementary fire before 
depofited by the air will be abforbed by the blood. The 
blood in its paffage through the capillaries is again impreg- 
nated with phlogifton, in confequence of which, its capacity for 
heat is diminifhed, and therefore, in the courfe of the circula- 
tion, it will give out, and diffufe over the whole fyftem, the 
heat acquired in the lungs: or, in a word, in refpiration, the 
blood is continually difcharging phlogifton, and abforbing heat, 
and on the contrary, during its circulation, it is continually 
imbibing phlogifton, and emitting heat. 

With refpect to the inflammation of combuftible bodies, i¢ 
appears, by Dr, Crawford’s experiments, that when dtmo- 
fpherical air is converted into fixed air and aqueous vapour, a 
great part of its heat is detached: it appears alfo that the capa» 
cities of bodies for containing heat are increafed by parting 
with their phlogifton in the procefs of combuftion. Hence in 
the act of inflammation, the phlogifton that is feparated from 
the inflammable body unites with the pure air, which, at the 
fame time, being converted into fixed air, and aqueous vapour, 
gives off a large portion of its abfolure heat; this abfolute 
heat, thus extricated, produces an intenfe degree of fenfible 
heat, and if the extrication be fudden, the heat will burft forth 
into flame. 

The explanation which this theory affords to the feveral phe- 
nomena attendant on animal heat, and combuftion, is a ftrong 
confirmation of its truth, independently of the eafy folution 
which it gives of a great variety of faéts. The phyfiologitt 
will here find fome of thofe parts of the animal economy ex- 


plained which hitherto have been unaccounted for: the natural 
phi- 
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philofopher and chemift will alfo find many facts elucidated 
which could fcarcely be folved, on any. other hypothefis. 

With refpeé& to the nature of heat, whether it be a fubflance 
or a quality, our Author’s doctrine is totally unconnected with 
any hypothefis concerning it, being founded on this fimple fa& 
deduced from experiment, viz. that the changes which are pro. 


duced in the temperatures of different bodies by the applica. | 


tion of given quantities of heat, are different. He has, indeed, 
in many places, ufed expreffions which feem to favour the ‘ma- 
teriality of heat; but his fole motive for adopting fuch language 
was, as he fays, becaufe it appeared more confonant to the facts 
which he had eftablifhed by experiment. He is neverthelefs 


perfuaded that it will be extremely dificult to reconcile many — 


phenomena with the fuppofition that heat is a quality. It ts not 
eafy to comprehendon this hypothefis, how heat can be abforbed 
in the procefles of fufion, evaporation, or combuftion ; or how 
the quantity of heat in the ai: can be diminifhed, and that in the 
blood increafed, by refpiration: but the opinion that heat is a dif- 
tin& fubftance, or an element /ui generis, being adopted, the phe- 
nomena admit an eafy and opvious interpretation. Fire, the 
Door thinks, w:ll, on this fuppofition, be confidered as a prin- 
ciple which is diitribuced in various proportions throughout the 


different kingdoms of nature; he fuppofes the mode of its — 
union with bodies, to refemble that particular fpecies of che- | 


mical union, wherein the elements are combined by the joint | 


forces of preflure and attraction, fuch as the combination of 
fixed air with water. If, however, fire be a fubftance, fubje& 


to the laws of attraction, the mode of its union with bodies | 
feems to be different from that which takes place in chemical | 


combinations; for in thefe, the elements, as Dr. Crawford 
obferves, acquire new properties, and lofe thofe by which they 
were characterized before the union: but he has fhewn that fire 
does not, in confequence of its union with bodies, lofe its dif- 
tiriguifhing properties; confequently, we have no dire&t proof 
of its materiality. Dr. Crawford’s conclufions are, however, 
as we hinted above, not in the leaft affected by the nature of 


heat or fire; they are fimply the facts refulting from experiments | 
and the teftimony of the fenfes, and they muft be admitted not- | 


withftanding any adopted hypothefis. The fubje& is, doubt- 
Jefs, extremely intricate; and much time, a long feries of at- 
curate experiments, and the moft minute obfervations, are per- 
haps ftill requifite to complete the inveftigation of the nature of 
this fudtle principle. Few years, indeed, have elapfed, fince 
philofophers have turned their attention, in a proper manner, to 
the fubject; and from the progre{s that is alrezdy made, we 


may hope that a few more years will unfold what is now wrapt 
in obfcurity, or involved in error. 


To 
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_ To this edition, a large appendix is added, containing the 
relation of fome farther experimeats, in order to fhew the dif. 
ferences between the heats imparted by pure and common air; 
alfo a long feries of experiments communicated by Mr. Gadolin, 
profeflor of chemiftry at Abo, on the abfolute heat of bodies, 
which confirm Dr. Irvine’s opinion concerning the point of 
total privation; and a general view of the difcoveries made b 
Dr. Black and Dr. Irvine. Here Dr. Crawford vindicates 
himfelf againft the infinuations which he fays had been thrown 
out foon after the publication of the firft edition of his work, 
that he had publifhed Dr. Irvine’s difcoveries without ace 
knowleging the author; the copy of a letter from Dr. Irvine 
fufficiently proves the falfehood of the report. - 

At the end of the book, Dr. Crawford has given a general 
view of the refults of all his experiments in the form of a table, 
exhibiting the comparative heats of different bodies to water, 


as the ftandard. 
: -o Pike 





Art. VI. 4x Account of fome of the moft remarkable Events of the 
War between the Pruffians, Auffrians, and Ruffians, from 1756 to 
1763: and a Treatife on feveral Branches of the Military Art, 
with Plans and Maps. ‘Tranflated from the 2d Edition of the 
German Original of J]. G. Tielke, by Capt. C. Craufurd, of the 
Queen’s Regiment of Dragoon Guards, and Capt. R. Craufurd, 
of the 75th Regiment, late of the 101ft. Volume II. large 8vo. 
iss. Boards. Walter. 1788. 


¥ N a former number of our Review *, we announced the 

firft volume of this ufefui and elegant work. The articles 
in this fecond volume, as recited in the title-page, are di- 
vided into four feétions. The firft fection contains details of 
various marches of the troops of both armies, with divers fkir- 
mifhes, attacks of pofts, and other movements of detachments 
and parties, previoufly to the grand operations of the campaign, 
Although thefe are neither very important nor inftrudtive, yet 
they are, in many places, rendered interefting by the valuable 
notes of the tranflators, explaining the nature and eftablifhment 
of the Coflacks, and other irregulars in the Ruffian army ; toge- 
ther with a defcription of fome pieces of artillery peculiar to 
that fervice. 

Section the fecond, gives a circumftantial account of the 
battle of. Zorndorff, and a critical examination of the difpo- 
fitions of thegtwo;armies ; whence we learn, that the valour of 
the Ruffian foldiers was not employed to the greateft advantage, 
but that, on the contrary, they were fo injudicioufly formed, 





* See Vol. Ixxviii. January 1788, p. 55. 
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as to be, in feveral parts, enfiladed by the Pruffian artillery, 
with fuch effe&, that one bal! is faid to have killed forty-two 
men. Many circumftances, both before and after this battle, 
do not feem to place the Ruiian general, Fermer, in a very ade 
wantageous point of view, either for vigilance or fkill.—The 
predilection of the Ruffians for the hollow {quare is here noticed, 
and juftly cenfured. 

Section the third, gives a minute journal of the fiege of Col- 
berg, for which neither the befieged nor the befiegers appear to 
have been properly furnifhed ; the garrifon of that fortrefs con- 
fitting chiefly of militia and burghers, almoft without engineers 
or artillery officers ; the number of the befiegers was much too 
fmall for carrying on the neceflary works ; and they were alfo 
deftitute of a proper train of artillery, having only fix twelve- 
pounders, and three or four guns of a lighter nature: they were 
likewife fcantily provided with ammunition. The event was, the 
Ruffiangwere forced to raife the fiege, with the lofs of between 
four and ‘five hundred men; while that of the befieged is faid, in 
their account, to have been only fix foldiers and two burghers. 
The defence of this place dues great honour to the commands 
ant; and the like is due tothe Ruffian general for the ftrict dif- 


- cipline obferved by his troops, with refpeét to the inhabitants of 


the environs of this place. 

Sedtion the fourth, contains the author’s plan for taking the 
fortrefs by a coup de main; a variety of reafons (he fays) pre- 
vented him from laying it before the Ruffian generals, but that 
his knowlege of its ftate confirms him in the opinion that it 
might have been carried into execution in the latter end of 1758, 


or the a of 1759, but not later; for, after that period, 


the whole was ftrengthened, and the garrifon reinforced. 

The different articles are illuftrated by ten well engraved plans 
and maps, 

We are extremely forry to learn, from an advertifement at 
the conclufion of this volume, that the fubfcriptions have not 
been fufficient to defray the expences of the publication ; and 
that the Captains Craufurd do not think it advifable to proceed 
with the work, till they have firit afcertained whether there will 
be a fufficient number of fubfcribers; they, therefore, requeft 
that thote who with to fubfcribe, will fignify their intentions 
‘to Mr. Walter, the bookfeller; who is direéted not to receive 
any fubfcriptions, but only te make memorandums of the 
names. 

Gro.e. 
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Arr. VIL An Effay towards a Syfiemn of Mineralog yo By Axel F ree 
deric Cronftedt, Mine-Mafter, or Superintendant of the Mines in 
Sweden. ‘Tranflated from the original Swedith, with Annota- 
tions; and an additional Treatife on the Blow-pipe, by Guftav 
von Enyeftrom, Counfellor of the College of Mines in Sweden. 
The fecond Edition; greatly enlarged and improved by the Ad- 
dition of the modern Difcoveries, and by a new Arrangement of 
the Articles. By John Hyacinth de Magellan, Talabrico-Lufi- 
tanus, Reg. Soc. Lond. Acad. Imp. Petro. &c. &c. Socius. 8vo. 


2 Vols. 148. Boards. Dilly. 1788. 


( 3! 


S moft of our mineralogical Readers are acquainted with 

Cronftedt’s fyftem, and as thofe who are not will find an 
epitome of it in our account of Engeftrom’s tranflation, Rev. 
vol. xlii. p. 312, we fhall now chiefly confine ourfelves to a de- 
tail of the additions and valuable notes for which the public is 
indebted to Mr. Magellan. 

The order adopted by the Author, in his fyftem, muft necef 
farily be fomewhat altered in the prefent edition, to make it 
fuitable to the improved ftate of the fcience. Mr, Magellan 
juftifies himfelf in this refpe&, by the authority of the great 
Bergman, who, fpeaking of this fyftem, fays, ‘* If the author 
had lived longer, for the benefit of the fciences, he would no © 
doubt have rectified the difpofition of his mineralogical fyftem.” 

The clafles of minerals remain the fame as in the original 
work, viz. 1 Earths, 2d Salts, 34 Inflammables, and 4th 
Metals. 

The firft clafs was divided into nine orders, one for each of 
the primitive earths; later difcoveries and experiments, how- 
ever, have now determined that all earths are reducible to thefe 
five, viz, Calcareous, Ponderous, Magnefian, Siliceous, and 
_Argillaceous ; to which Mr. Magellan has referred all the genera 
of Cronftedt. Among the additions to this clafs, are fome juft 
obfervations on marle, and arable foil, and on the feveral com~ 
pounds of calcareous earth. Ponderous earth, or barytes, was 
unnoticed in the former edition, as was alfo magnefia. Under 
this laft mentioned earth, Mr. Magellan has placed Epfom falt, 
p. 97; and under the order of neutral falts, we obferve vitrio- 
Jated magnefia, p. 384; thus placing the fame fubftance in two 
different clafles. Similar duplicates alfo occur ; but they refer 
to each other,—as muriatic chalk among the falts, p. 280, and 
muriatic calcareous earth among the earths, 9. 3g—as Vitriolum 
Veneris among the metals, p. 695, and among the falts, p. 401; 
with fome others. This circumftance, however, could not be 
avoided, and is of no confequenge where the reference is made; 
it is agreeable to the general fyftém, which clafles bodies accord- 
ing to their component parts, | 

To 
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To enumerate all the additions which Mr. Magellan has made, 
would increafe our article too much. His notes are the mof 
valuable, being partly compiled from our beft authors, and 
partly original ; of thefe laft, thofe on diamonds and precious 
ftones contain much real information. The note on clay 
gives an abridged account of Mr. Wedgwood’s thermometer, 
with a comparative view of his and Fahrenheit’s f{cale. 

Among the falts, many additional fections are introduced, one 
of which is allotted to the aerial acid. This is not the only 
air that is claffed in the mineral kingdom; inflammable and he- 
patic airs have places allotted to them in the 3d clafs, in the 
notes to which Mr. Magellan gives a concife view of the phlo- 
giftian and antiphlogiftian doctrines. The plumbago, com- 
pounded of phlogifton and aerial acid, is feparated from the 
molybdena, and clafied among the infammables, while molyb- 
dena is retained among the femi-metals. 

The notes to the fourth clafs are more numerous than thofe 
which Mr. Magellan has given with the other three. The utility 
of metals in common life, and the variety of forms under which 
they appear, afford much room for enlarging on the fubjed, 
Gold, as in moft fyftems, holds the firft rank. The editor, like 
other writers on the fubject, gives feveral inftances of its dudti- 
lity. We fhould not have mentioned this circumftance but for the 
fake of correcting fome typographical errors in the note at page 
513, inthe laft paragraph of which 3.3 /guare inches ought to be 
3:3 inches fquare; 272.23 ought to be 272.25; and 56.718, 
56.7175. Thefe however are {mall defects, and are amply 
counterbalanced by the great fund of chemical and metallurgi- 
cal knowlege which the notes contain. 

Quickfilver is brought from the place in which it was for- 
merly arranged, and numbered with the perfect metals. Mr. 
Magellan concludes his long but valuable notes on this metal, 
with the following paragraph—the fubje& on which he ex- 
patiates being the different fpecific gravity of different parcels of 
quickfilver : 

* Before I difmifs the fubject, I muft beg leave to give a fpeci- 
men or two of the enormous blunders committed by various philo- 
fophers and numerous pretenders, who have been extremely bufy in 
our times, to determine the heights of mountains, and the relative 
pofition of places above the level of the fea, by means of barometri- 
cal obfervations, without paying any particular attention to the 
{pecific gravity of the mertury, with which their barometers were 
made. Ifthe two barometers were both at 30 inches high, and 
equally circumftanced in every other refpe&t, excepting only the 
{pecific gravity of their quickfilver ; fo that one be filled with the 
firft kind Ihavetried, viz. whofe fpecific gravity was = 13.62, and 
the other = 13.453 in this cafe, and in all probability many of this 
kind have often occurred, the error muft have been no lefs than 327 
feet; becaufe the heights of the mercurial columns in each baro- 
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meter muft be in the inverfe ratio of their fpecific gravities, viz. 
$3.45 3 13-62 2: 30: 30.379. 

Now the Logarithm of 360 = 4771.21 

And of 30.379 = 4825.73 





The difference = 54.52 fathoms, 
which difference fhews that there are 54.52 fathoms between one 
place and another, or 327 * feet; though in reality both places are 
on the fame level.’ 


This is a juft remark, and ought to be obferved by inftru- 
ment-makers when they conftruct barometers for meafuirng 
heights. The fpecific gravity of the mercury may be marked 
on fome part of the inftrument, and will be ufeful for other 
purpofes befide meafuring heights. 

The notes to the bafer metals contain, like the reft, a variety 
of ufeful obfervations relative to fmelting, preparing, puri- 
fying, and combining the metals for various purpofes: de- 
fcribing the ufes to which they may be conveniently applied, 
and the danger attending them when not properly manufactured, 
Befide thefe practical obfervations, Mr. Magellan introduces 
no fmal] fhare of philofophy; the fubject indeed requires it: 
and though his notes do not abound with what was before alto- 
ether unknown, yet by collecting, from various authois, the 
dter difceveries and improvements, and bringing them together 
in a regular manner, he hath rendered {cience a material fervice. 
Where he has difcovered errors, he hath correéted them; and 
where the opinions of former writers have been apparently op- 
pofite or contradictory to each other, he has, by philofophical 
inveftigation, pointed out the caufe of thefe difagreements, and 
reconciled them. 

By way of Appendix, he has added a defcription of two port- 
able laboratories for aflaying minerals, and making chemical 
experiments on a fmall fcale. The apparatus is ingenioufly 
contrived, and feems weil calculated for making the intended 
trials. 

A fecond Appendix contains feveral particulars ufeful to 
mineralogical enquirers, efpecially the method of analyfing 
earths and ftones, as given by Mr. Kirwan;—the defcription 
of an inftrument for finding fpecific gravities, by the very in- 
genious Mr. Nicholfon ; and an eafy method of procuring ac- 
curate original weights. 

The Effay on the Blow-pipe, by Mr. Engeftrom, is alfa 
added, and enriched with many notes, on the refults of expe- 
riments made with that inftrument, and the proper mode of 
ufing it. 


-_— 





* Thefe are all French meafure, 


Rev, Jan. 1789, D As 
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34 Rutherford’s View of Ancient Hiftory. 


As Mr. Magellan is a foreigner, a criticifm on his language 
might be thought improper; yet we cannot clofe this article 
without remarking that, in fome cafes, the Englifh reader will 
meet with difficulties that may perplex him, We will mention 
two or three inftances. In the courfe of the work we frequently 
meet with the word Da/arne, as a province in Sweden, where cer- 
tain minerals are native ; at page 361 we are told * /al fontanum 
is found in the province of Da/;’ and in pages 118, 119, 237, 
and others, certain minerals are defcribed as natives of Dale- 
carlia. Now Dalarne, Dal, and Dalecarlia, are one and the 
fame province. In page 123, Cryftals and Criffals occur; this 
may be the fault of the printer. In page 287 the word prealabie 
is ufed: this is a French word, and means foregoing, or rather, 
previous. Cold fhort and red /hort iron, though ufed by our 
fmiths, &c. do not clearly convey the ideas of the original 
Swedith Kall-breckt and Réd-breckt ; this defe€t muft be attri- 
buted to Mr. Engeftrom. 

Thefe blemifhes, however, are of no great confequence: 
they are mentioned in order that they may be correfled in a 
future edition of this excellent work, which, in its prefent 
improved ftate, cannot fail of being gratefully received by the 


Adept, and of being highly ufeful to the Tyroin mineralogy. 
pt; g Algny y 5 ee 


Art. VIII. 4 Piew of Ancient Hiffory; including the Progrefs of 
Literature and the Fine Arts. By William Rutherford, D.D. 
Matter of the Academy at Uxbridge. Vol. I. 8vo. 7s. Boards. 
Murray. 1788. | 


FTER all the details and abridgments which have been 
given of ancient hiftory, there js ftill ample fcope for in- 

quiry and fpeculation: not indeed for the purpofe of afcertain- 
ing the truth, the order, or the date of facis;—on thefe refearches 
learned diligence has perhaps been employed with as much fuc- 
cefs as is to be expected ;—but with the defign of exhibiting in- 
terefting views of ancient events, manners, and opinions, and 





deducing from them fuch obfervations and conclufions, as admit 


of an ufeful application. Several modern writers have attempted 
this union of hiftory and philofophy; but few, in our opinion, 


more fuccefsfully than the author of the work now before us. 


From the imperfeét and often obfcure accounts of the moft re- 
mote period of human fociety, which are fcattered through the 
writings of the ancients, Dr. Rutherford, with much good fenfe 
and ftrength of judgment, has brought into one conneéted view, 
fuch particulars as are moft deferving of attention, Without 
burdening his reader with the detail of critical inveftigation, he 
has given the refult of his own inquiries, in a mafterly fketch, 
in which probable events are happily detached from fable, and 

the 
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the relation of hiftorical incidents is judicioufly combined with 
a view of the progrefs of government, religion, fcience, arts, 
manners, and cuftoms, in each country. The whole is written 
with ftrength, perfpicuity, and elegance. 

This firft volume treats of the affairs of Egypt, Affyria, Per- 
fia, Phoenicia, and Judea, and of thofe of Greece, to the clofe of 


the firft Perfian war. 

The following account of the extenfion of the trade of Phce- 
nicia will ferve to fhew how much may be done by a judicious 
felefion and arrangement of materials : 

« The hiftory of this people furnifhes a remarkable proof of the 
wonders which induftry can perform, and of the opulence to which 
commerce can raife a nation which applies to it with ardour. 

‘ The firft voyages which they performed were in the Mediterra- 
nean, of which they frequented all the ports. Coafting along the 
fhores of this fea, they made fettlements in the ifles of Cyprus and 
Rhodes, and extending their navigation, pafled fucceflively into 
Greece, Thrace, Italy, Sicily, ‘and Sardinia. Penetrating into the 
extremities of Europe, they vifited the Gauls, difcovered the fouth- 
ern part of Spain, and gave a name to that kingdom, which it fill 
retains *. 

‘ Hitherto their navigation, like that of all the ancient nations, 
had been confined to the Mediterranean; and the fouth of Spain 
yas the boundary of their voyages. Pafling the fouthern point of 
that country, the Phoenician failors perceived that the Mediterranean 
communicated by a narrow channel with another fea. The dread of 
encountering unknown latitudes, and the perils which prefented 
themfelves in crofling this unexplored and formidable paflage, long 
deterred the Pheenician pilots: but incited by the love of gain, and 
encouraged by their perpetual fucceffes, about 1250 years before the 
Chriftian era they ventured beyond the boundaries of ancient navi- 
gation, and pafling the ftraits of Gades, entered the ocean. Succefs 
crowned the boldnefs of the enterprife. ‘They landed on the 
weftern coait of Spain. ‘This firft voyage was followed by others ; 
and the Pheenicians foon fent colonies into the country, founded 
cities there, and formed permanent fettlements. ‘Their lucrative 
traffic to thefe regions induced them to erect, on an ifle, known at 
prefent by the name of Cadiz, a fortified place, which they might 
employ as a repofitory or warehoufe for the Spanifh wade. To fe- 
cure the pofleffion of that ifle, they built a city, to which, from the 
purpoles of its erection, they gave the name of Cadiz +. 

‘ The advantages which the Phcenicians derived from this trade 
were fudden and extraordinary. Spain prefented the fame fpectacle 
to its firft vifitants, that America prefented to the Spaniards in the 
fixteenth century. The ancient Spaniards, like the Americans, were 
deftitute of arts and induftry. ‘Their country abounded with gold 
and filver; but the inhabitants, unacquainted with the value of thefe 





* © Spaniza, which the Romans have changed into Hi/pania, and 
we into Spain, fignifies, in the Hebrew language, little different from 
the Pheenician, full of rabbits.’ + ‘ Kefuge, inclofure.’ 
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precious metals, applied them to common ufes. The Pheenicians 
availed themfelves of this ignorance. In exchange for oil, glafs, 
and trinkets, fo much coveted by barbarians, they received fuch a 
quantity of filver, that their fhips could not contain the treafure, 
They were obliged to take out the lead with which their anchors 
were loaded, and put the filver in its place. 

‘ The wealth which the Pheenicians drew from Spain was not con. 
fined to she precious metals. Wax, honey, vermilion, iron, lead, 
copper, and above all, tin, were valuable articles of traffic. This 
Jaft metal was unknown to other nations ull it was introduced by the 
Pheenicians. 

« Spain was not the only country beyond the pillars of Hercules 
into which the Pheenicians had penetrated. Accultomed to che na- 
vigation of the ocean, they extended their difceveries to the left of 
the ftraits of Gades, as far as tothe right; and vifiting the weftern 
coalts of Africa, formed fettiements there, a httle after the Trojan 
war. ; 

¢ While the Pheenicians poffeffed the trade of the North and the 
Weft, they drew to themfelves the commerce of the South and the 
Eaft, which is faid to have been opened by the Egyptians. Having 
become mafters of feveral commodious harbours towards the bottom 
of the Arabian Gulph, they eftablifhed a regular intercourfe with 
Arabia and the continent of India on the one hand, aud with the 
eaftern coaft of Africa on the other. ‘They landed the valuable car- 

oes which they brought from thefe opulent regions at Elath, the 
dafeft harbour in the Red Sea towards the north. Thence they were 
carried by jand to Rhinocolura, the neareit port in the Mediterra- 
nean to the Arabian Gulph; and being re-fhipped in that harbour, 
were tranfported to the Phcenician capital. Thus the wealth of Per- 
fia, India, Africa, and Arabia, centered in Tyre, and thence was dif- 
tributed over the weftern parts of the world. 

‘ In order to fecure the commerce of thefe countries which they 
had difcovered or vifited, the Phcenicians founded colonies and cities, 


In the moft commodious fituations, as far as their voyages extended. 


About eighty years after the Trojan war they founded the city of 
Gades, on aimall ifland near the weftern coaft of Andalufia, and foon 
afterwards thofe of Adrymetum, Lepris, Utica, and Copfa, in Africa. 
In their voyages to Greece, Thrace, and Italy, they built cities and 
planted colonies in Cittium, Thera, Argos, Thebes, Samothrace, 
and Thafus. Soon after this we find Pheenician colonics on every 
ifland of the Mediterranean, in the Balearic ifles, in Sardinia, Cor- 
fica, Sicily, Malta, and many parts of the northern coafts of Africa. 
The revolution which the conquelts of Jofhua made in the countries 
of Canaan was favourable to the colonization of the Phcenicians. 
After the irruption and devaitation of the Hebrew tribes, the greater 
part of the arcient inhabitants of Palzttine, finding them felves threat- 
ened with immediate defiruction, erdeavoured to fave themfelves by 
flight. Sidon offered them an afylum; but the territory of that city 
not ‘uficing to fupport the multitude of exiles, they were under a 
neceliity of-exploring unknown countries, and feeking new fettle- 
ments. ‘The Phoenicians lent them their fhips, and employed this 
acceflion of fubje&ts to extend their trade and to people their diftant 
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cities. Hence that vaft number of colonies which, taking their de- 
parture from Pheenicia, foon after diffufed themielves through all the 
fkirts of Africa and countries of Europe. 

« No event is more re.narkable in the Pheenician hiftory, than the ~ 
foundation of a new ftate on the African coaft about 8go years before 
the Chriftian era. The foundation and growth of Carthachadta*, 
or the New Town, have been adorned by poetical fiction; but its 
confequent greatnefs made an important figure in the hiftory of the 
world. Situated on a bold projection of the African coaft, in the 
very center of the Mediterranean, Carthage comprehended within 
her view the Eaft, as well as the Weft, and embraced, by the extent 
of her commerce, all the feas, and all the countries of the known 
world. Am excellent port offered a fecure afylum to fhips: the na- 
tural fertility of the adjacent foil; the happy fite of the town, fur- 
rounded by a clufter of iflands and countries conveniently firuated 
for commerce ; the adventurous fpirit of the merchants and mariners ; 
the fkill and induftry of the artifans; together with the wifdom of 
the government, which was never fhaken by feditions, nor opprefied 
by tyranny, till the later periods of the commonwealth ; all contri- 
buted to the fudden increafe and rapid improvement of the Cartha- 
ginian colony. From the enlargement of its territory it became a 
jeparate ftate, which foon rivalled and afterwards furpafied the mo- 
ther country; and, in a duration of feven hundred years, compre-~ 
hended within its dominion the fineft portion of Africa, as well as a 
great part of Spain, Sicily, Corfica, Sardinia, Malta, with the 
Balearic, and the Fortunate Iflands. 

'* From the enumeration of the countries to which the Phoenicians 
traded, of the cities which they built, and the colonies which they 
planted, in the various and diftant parts of the world, an idea may 
be formed of the greatnefs and extent of their commerce. As in an- 
cient timcs the nations of the earth had little intercourfe or connection 
with each other, the Phoenicians were employed as factors and car- 
riers to all their neighbours, and became matters of all the trade 
that was carried on in the known world. ‘Their fhips conveyed the 
productions of every climate; and the empire of the fea was in their 
pofleffion. Other nations applied to them when any great maritime 
enterprife or diftant expedition was to be undertaken. ‘The fleets 
which Solomon fitted out, to fail from the Red Sea to Ophir and 
Tarfhith, probably on the eaftern coalt of Ethiopia, were conducted 
by Phenician pilots, who had been accuftomed to vifit thefe coun- 
tries before the time of Solomon. It was to Phoenician mariners 
that Necho, King of Egypt, above 610 years before Chrift, gave the 
extraordinary commmiflion to circumnavigate Africa. That prince 
fent a Phoenician fleet from the borders of the Red Sea, with injunc- 
tions to keep along the African coaits, to make the tour of them, 
and to return to Egypt by entering the Mediterranean at the Pillars 
of Hercules, or Straits of Gibralcar. ‘Che Phoenicians taking their 
departure from the Red Sea, entered the Southern Ocean, and con- 
ftantly followed the coafts. After having employed two feafons in 
this navigation, they doubled the fouthern promontory of Africa, 
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* « Abbreviated into Karchedon by the Greeks, and pronounced 
Carthago by the Romags.’ 
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and arriving at the Pillars of Hercules, entered the Mediterranean, 
and reached the mouths of the Nile in the third year of their 
voyage.’ al 
In awork fo well executed as the prefent, to fearch for trifling 
inaccuracies would be faftidious: the author will eafily correct 
them in a fubfequent edition. We fhail only remark *, that it 
would have much increaied the value of his book, if Dr R. had 
been lefs fparing of his references. Decifive aflertions, on points 
which have been the furje€ of difpute, or concerning which an 
inquifitive reader may be fuppofed to wifh for farther informa- 


tion, ought to be fupported by authorities. Ea d. 
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Art. IX. Yhe Parian Chronicle. (Concluded from our Review 
for October, p. 357.) 


D™ NDUM ¢éft mihi ad ea que a te di€ia funt, fed ita, nibil 
ut affirmem ; queram omnia, dubitans plerumq; et mihi ipfe 
diffidens. 

Having already given a concife account of this learned and 
ingenious work, we fhall briefly ftate fuch doubts as have 
arifen in our minds, on reviewing Mr. Robertfon’s arguments ; 
and fubmit them to his impartial confideration. If we before 
omitted any obfervation of moment, from a defire of contracting 
our article into as fmall a compafs as poihible, we fhall now en- 
deavour to compenfare for the neglect. 

Objeétion I. The characters have no certain or unequivocal marks 
of antiquity. This feems rather co be an anfwer to a defender of 
the inicription, than an objeGtion. If a zealous part'zan of the 
marble fhould appeal to its charaéters and orthography, as de- 
cifive proofs of its being genuine, it would be proper enough to 
anfwer, that thefe circumftances afford no certain criterion of 
authenticity. But in this word certain, fculks an unlucky am- 
biguity. If it means demonftrative, it muft be allowed that no 
infcription can be proved to be certainly genuine, from thefe ap- 
pearances ; but if it means no more than highly probable, many 
infcriptions pofltfs fufficient internal evidence to give their claims 
this degree of certainty. The true queftion is, Has not the Pa- 
rian Chronicle every mark of antiquity that can be expeéted ina 
monument claim ng the age of 2000 years? The letters P and & 
are, by Mr. R.’s own conteffion, fuch as occur in genuine in- 
{crip'ions, and to fay in an{wer, that an impoftor might copy the 
forms of thefe letters from ovher infcriptions, is already to fup- 
pofe the infcription forged, before it is rendered probable by ar- 
gument. Ihe learned autoor of the Differtation feems to betray 
fome doubt of his own conclufion ; for he adds, p. 56, ‘ that 
the antiquity of an infcription can never be proved by the mere form 





_* Premifing that, in the extraé here given, we have omitted va- 
rious references made by Dr. R. 
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of the letters, becaufe the mof ancient charaéiers are as eafily counter- 
Cited as the modern.’ But this objection is equally applicable to 
ail other ancient infcriptions, and is not to the purpofe, if the 
refent infcription has any peculiar marks of impofture in its 
charaéters and orthography. ‘ The charadters do not refemble the 
Sigean, the Nemean, or the Delian infcriptions.’ Mr. R. anfwers 
this objeGtion himfelf by adding, ‘ which are fuppofed to be of a 
more ancient date.’ The oppofite reafon to this will be a fufficient 
an{wer to the other obje€tion, * that they do not refemble the Far- 
nefian pillars or the Alexandrian MS.’ If § they differ in many re- 
pects from the Marmor Sandvicenfe,’ they may be prefumed to 
agree in many. ‘* They feem to refemble, more than any other, the 
alphabet taken by Montfaucon from the Marmor (yzicenum.’ Thus 

it appears that the Parian Chronicle moft nearly refembles the 
two infcriptions, to whofe age it moft nearly approaches. : 
When Mr. R. adds, that the letters * are fuch as an ordinary 
one-cutter would probably make, if he were employed to engrave a 
Greek infeription, according to the alphabet now in ufe,’ he muft be 
underftood cum grano falis. The engraver of a fac fimile gene- 
rally omits fome nice and minute touches in taking his copy ; 
but, even with this abatement, we dare appeal to any adept in 
Greek calligraphy whether the fpecimen facing p. 56, will juf- 
tify our author’s obfervation. * The /maill letters (O, O, 2), inter- 
mixed among the larger, have an air of affectation and artifice.’ 
Then has the greater part of ancient infcriptions an air of afte€ta- 
tion and artifice. For the O is perpetually engraved in this di- 
minutive fize, and 2 being of a kindred found, and 9 of a kin- 
dred fhape, how can we wonder that all three fhould be repre- 
fented of the fame magnitude? In the infcription which imme- 
diately follows the marble in Dr. Chandler’s edition, N° xxiv. 
thefe very three letters are never fo large as the reft, and often 
much fmaller; of which there are inftances in the three firft 
lines. See alfo two medals in the fecond part of Dorville’s Si- 

cula, Tab. xvi. Num. 7. 9 

© From the archaifms, fuch as ty Auxwperas, ty KuBéaog, tu 
Hopws, Sc. 8c. no conclufion can be drawn in favour of the authen- 
tecity of the infeription.’ Yet furely every thing common to it 
with other infcriptions, confefledly genuine, creates a reafon- 
able prefumption in its favour. ‘* But what reafon could there 
be for thefe archaifms in the Parian Chronicle? We do not ufually 
find them in Greek writers of the Jame age, or even of a more early 
date.” The reafon is, according to our opinion, that fuch ar- 
chai/ms were then in ufe; this we kuow from other infcriptions, in 
which fuch archaifins (or, as our author afterward calls them, 
barbarifms) are trequent. Nothing can be inferred from the 
Greek writers, unlefs we had their autographs. ‘The prefent 
tyftem of orthography in our prihted Greek buoks is out of the 
D4 gueftion. 
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gueftion. Again, ‘ The infeription fometimes adopts and fometimes 
negleéts thefe aicnaifms, as in lines 4, 12, 275 $25 03; 67." Phis 
incor fiftency either is no valid objection, or tf it be valid, will 
demolith not only almoft every other infcription, but almoft 
every writing whatfoever, For example, in the infcription juft 
quoted, N° xxiv. we find 7oN fasiaia |. 20. and oraM mérrmiy 
24. A little farther, N°xxvi |. 31 we have ef Mayroias, §7~ 
93. 81. eK Mayonoixs, and 106. 108. EKT Mayynoias. The 
Coreyrean inicription (Montfaucon, Doar. Ital. p. 420.) pro- 
mif-uoufly ufes EKdaverCouas and ePdaveicouas a Englifh, who 
is {irprifed to find has and hath, a hand, and an hand, a ufeful, 
and an ufeful, in the works of the fame author? We could pro- 
duce inltances of this inaccuracy from the fame page, nay from 
the fame fentence, 

© The authenticity of thofe inferiptions, in which thefe archaifms 
appear, muft be e/lablifhed, before they can be produced in oppofition to the 
prefent argument.” his is, we cannot help thinking, rather too 
fevere a reftriction, If no infcription may be quoted, before it 
be proved genuine, the learned author of the Dflertation need 
not be afraid of being confuted, for nobody will engage with 
him on {uch conditions, Perhaps the reverfe of the rule will 
be thought more equitable: that every infciiption be allowed to 
be genuine, till its auihenticity be rendered doubtful by pro- 
bable arguments. We will conclude this head with two fhort 
obfervations. In Selden’s copy, |. 26. was written TIOHZIN, 
which the later editors have altered to TIOTHZIN, but without 
reafon, the other being the more ancient way of writing, Ccom- 
mon ia MSS. and fometimes found on infcriptions. (See G. 
Koen’s Notes on Gregorius de D ale&tis, p. 30.) In]. 83. the 
Marble has Kaad‘ov, for which Palmer wifhed to fubftitute 
Kaaaio. Di. ‘Taylor refutes him from the Adarmor Sandvi- 
cenfe, obferving at the fame time, that this orthography occurs 
in no other place whatever, except in thefe two monuments. Is 
it likely that two engravers fhould by chance coincide in the 
fame miftake, or that the forger of the Parian Chronicle (1f it be 
forged) fhould have feen the AZarmor Sandvicenfe, and taken nos 
tice of this pecuilarity with the in.ention of afterward employ- 
Ing it in the fabrica on of an impofture? 

We will now confider, more briefly, the other objetions. 

II. * Ut is not probable that the Chronicie was engraved for private 
ufe. 1. Becaufe it was fuch an expence, as few learned Greeks were 
able to afford.’ If only a few were adie to aifurd it, fome one of 
thofe few might be willing to incur it. But lee Mr. R. con- 
fider how likely it is that a modern, and probably a needy Greek, 
fhould be more able to affard it in the aft century, than a learned 
Greck 2000 years ago! 2. © A manufcritt is more readily circu- 
fated.’ Do men wever prefer cumbrous fplendour to a 
an 
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and convenience? And if this compofition, infead of being 
engraved on marble, had been committed to parchment, would 
it have had a better chance of coming down to the prefenr age? 
Such a flying fheet would foon be lof; or, if a copy nad, by 
miracle, been preferved to us, the objections to its being genuine 
would be more plaruble than «any that have been urged againft 
the infcription. What Mr. R, fays about the errors to which 
an infcription is liable, &c. will only prove that chronological 
in(criptions ought not to be engraved; but not that they never 
were. We allow that the cogmmon method of writing in the 
reign of Prolemy Philadelphus) was NOT on sTONES. But it 
was common enough to occur to the mind of auy perfon who 
withed to leave behind him a inemorial at once of his learning 
and magnificence, 

III. This odjetion, that the marble does not appear to be en- 
graved by public authority, we thall readily admit, though Bent- 
ley (Duff. on Phalaris, p. 251.) leans to the contrary opinion. 
In explaining this objeGtion, the learned Differtator obferves, 
that though the expreffion, dpxovros é@ T1dépws, would lead us to 
fuppofe that the infcription related to Parvs, not a fingle cir- 
cumftance in the hiftory of that ifland is mentioned. But this 
expreflion only fhews that the author was an inhabitant of Pa- 
ros, and intended to give his readers aclue, or PARAPEGMAy 
by the aid of which they might adjuft the general chronology of 
Greece to the dates of their own hiftory. * Jt is as ab/urd as 
would be a marble in ‘Jamaica containing the revolutions of England.” 
We fee no abfurdity in fuppofing a book to be written in Ja- 
maica, containing the revolutions of England. The natives of 
Paras were not uninterefted in events relating to the general bif- 
tory of Greece, particularly of Athens; and how can we tell 
whether the author were an inguilinus or a native of the ifland; 
whether he thought it a place beneath his care, or whether he 
had devoted a feparate infcription to the chronology of Paros ? 

IV. Jt has been frequently chferved, that the earlier pericds of the 
Grecian bifiory are involved in darkne/s and confufion, Granted. 

It follows then, that an author who fhould attempt to feitle the 
dates of the earlier periods would frequently contradiél preceding, and 
be contradifted by, jubfequent writers: that he would naturally fall into 
mifiates, and at beft could only hope to adopt the malt probable fyfem. 
But the difficulty of the ta/k, or the impofjibility of succes, are not fufe 
jutent ta prove that no man has been rajb or mad enough to muke the ate 
tempt. Oa the contrary, we know that many have madeit. What 
a vaumber of difcordant opinions has Mr. R. himfelf given us 
from the ancients concerning the age of Homer? This confi- 
deration will in part obviate another objeGion, that the Parian 
Chronicle does not agree with any ancient author. For if the 
ancients contradict one another, how could it follow more than 

one 


















































ee ee 











42 The Parian Chronicle. 


one of them? and why might not the author, without any im- 
putation of ignorance or rafhnefs, fometimes depart from them 
all? If indeed he difagrees with them when they are unani- 
mous, it might furnifh matter for fufpicion; though even this 
would be far from a decifive argument, unlefs the ancients were 
fo extremely unlike the moderns, as never to be fond of fingular 
and paradoxical pofitions. 

V. This Chronicle is not once mentioned by any writer of antiquity, 
How many of thofe infcriptions, which are preferved to the pre- 
fent day, are mentioned by claffical authors? Verrius Flaccus 
compofed a Roman calendar, which, as a monument of his 
learning and induftry, was engraved on marble, and fixed in the 
moft public part of Prenefte. Fragments of this very calendar 
were lately dug up at Prenefte, and have been publifhed by a 
Jearned Italian. Now, if the piflage of Suetonius, which in- 
forms us of this circumftance, bad been loft, would the filence 
of the Latin writers prove that the fragments were not genuine 
remains of antiquity? It may be faid, that the cafes are not 
parallel, for not a fingle author mentions the Parian Chronicle, 
whereas Suetonius does mention Verrius’s Roman calendar. 
To this we anfwer, It is dangerous to deny the authenticity of 
any monument on the flender probability of its being cafually 
mentioned by a fingle author. We fhall alfo obferve, that this 
faét of the Hemicyclium of Verrius will anfwer fome part of 
the Differtator’s fecond objeGtion: * The Parian Chronicle is not 
an Infcription that might have been concealed in a’ private library.’ 
Why not? it is of noextraordinary bulk; and might formerly have 
been concealed ina private Jibrary, or in a private room, with as 
much eafe as many infcriptions are now concealed in very nar- 
row. fpaces. But unlefs this monument were placed in fome 
con(picuous part of the ifland, and obtruded itfelf on the notice 
of every traveller, the wonder will in great meafure ceafe, why 
it is never quoted by the ancients. Of the nine authors named 
in p. t0g, had any one ever vificed Paros? If Paufanias had 
travelled thither, and publifhed his defcription of the place, 
we might perhaps expect to find fome mention of this marble in 
fo curious and inquilicive a writer. But though the infcription 
exifted, and were tamous at Paros, there feems no neceffity for 
any of the authors whofe works are {till extant to have known 
or recorded it. If there be, let this Jearned antagonift point out 
the place where this mention ought to have been made. If any 
perfons were bound by a ftronger oblization than others to fpeak 
of the Parian infcription, they muft be the profefled chrono- 
logers: but alas! we have not tre entire works of fo much as 
a fingle ancient chronologer ; it is therefore impoffible to deter- 
mine whether this Chronicle were quoted by any ancient. And 
fuppofing it had been feen by fome ancient, whofe writings ftilb 
| remain, 
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remain, why fhould he make particular mention of it ? Many 
authors, as we know from their remains, very freely copied 
their predeceffors without naming them. Others, finding énly 
a collection of bare events in the Infcription, without hiftorical 
proofs or reafons, might entirely neglect it, as deferving no 
credit. Mr. R. feems to lay much ftrefs on the precife, exaé?, 
and particular {pecification of the events, p. 10g. But he ought 
to refleet, that chis abrupt and pofitive method of {peaking is not 
only ufual, but neceflary, in fuch thort fyftems of chronology as 
the Marble contains, where events only, and their dates, are fet 
down, unaccompanied by any examination of evidences for and 
againft, without ftat'ng any computation of probabilities, or de- 
duction of reafons, When therefore a chronological writer had 
undertaken to reduce the general hiftory of Greece into a regular 
and confiftent tyftem, admitting that he was acquainted with this 
Infcription, what grounds have we to believe that he would fay 
any thing about it? Either his fyftem coincided with the Chro- 
nicle, or not: if it coincided, he would very probably difdain 
to prop his own opinions with the unfupported aflertions of an - 
other man, who, as far as he knew, was not better informed 
than himfelf. On the other hand, if he differed from the au- 
thority of the Marble, he might think it a fuperfluous exertion 
of complaifance, to refute, by formal demonttration, a writer 
who had chofen to give no reafons for his own opinion.—We 
fhail pafs hence to objection 

VII. With refpeét to the parachronifms that Mr. R. pro- 
duces, we fhall without hefitation grant, that the author of the 
Infcription may have committed fome miftakes in his chrono- 
logy, as perhaps concerning Phidon, whom he feems to have 
confounded with another of the fame name, &c. But thefe 
miftakes will not conclude againft the antiquity of the Infcrip- 
tion, unlefs we at the fame time reject many of the principal 
Greek and Roman writers, who have been convicted of fimilar 
errors. We return therefore to objection 

VI. Some of the faé?s feem to have been taken from authors of a 
later date. We have endeavoured impartially to examine and 
compare the pailazes quoted in proof of this obje€tion ; but we 
are obliged to confefs, that we do not perceive the fainteft traces 
of theft or imitation. One example only deferves to be except- 
ed, to which we fhall therefore pay purticular attention. 

‘ The names of fix, and, if the lacunz are properly fupplied, the 
names of twelve cities, appear to have been engraved on the Marble, 
exattiy as we find them tin A‘lian’s Various Hiftory. But there is 
not any imaginable reafon for this particular arrangement. It does 
hot correfpond with the ume of their foundation, with their fituation 
in fonta, with their relative importance, or with the order in which 
they are placed by other eminent hiftorians,’ 
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The chance of fix names, fays Mr. R. being placed by twe 
authors in the fame order, is as 3 10 720, of twelve, as 1 to 
479,001,600. °* Lt is therefore utterly improvahle that the/e names 
would have been placed in this order en the Marbie, if the author of 
the Infcription had not tranjcribed them from the bifterian.’ 

On this argument we fhall obierve, 1. That the very con. 
trary conclufion might poflioly be juft, that the h.ftorian trans 
fcribed from the Inicription. Yet we fhall grant that in the 

refent cafe this 1s improhaole, efpecially if the author of the 
Various Hiftory be the fame Elian, who, according ta Philo» 
ftratus, Vir. Sophift. II. 21. never quitted Italy in his life. But 
an intermediate writer might have copied the Marble, and AXlian 
might have been indebted tohim., 2dly, We fee no reafon to 
allow, that the /acune are properly fupplied. Suppofe we fhould 
affert, that the names ftood originally thus, Miletus, Ephefus, 
Erythre, Clazomena, Lebedos, Chios, Phocz#a, Colophon, 
Myus, Priene, Samos, Teos. In this arrangement, only four 
mames would be together in the fame order with Elian ; and 
from thefe Miletus muft be excepted, becaufe there is an ob- 
vious reafon for mentioning that city firft. Three only will 
then remain, and furely that is too flight a refemblance to be 
conftrued into an imitation. For Paufanias and Paterculus, 
quoted by our Author, p. 154, have both enumerated the fame 
twelve cities, and both agree in placing the five laft in the fame 
order, nay, the fix laft, if Voffius’s conjecture, that TLUM 
ought to be inferted in Paterculus after Myum TEM, be as 
true as it is plaufible. Bat who imagines that Paufanias had 
either opportunity cr inclination to copy Paterculus? 3dly, Al- 
Jowing that the names were engraved on the Marble exadly in 
the order that Elian has chofen, is there no way of folving the - 
phenomenon, but by fuppofing that one borrowed from the 
other? Seven authors at leaft (Mr. R. feems to fay more, 
Pp» 154, 5-) mention the colonization of the fame cities; how 
many authors now loft may we reafonably conje@ture to have 
done the fame? If therefore the compofer of the Chronicle, and 
Elian, lighted on the fame author, the former would probably 
preferve the fame arrangement that he found, becaufe in tran- 
f{cribing a lift of names, he could have no temptation to deviate, 
and the Jatter would certainly adhere faithfully to his original, 
becaufe he is a notorious and fervile plagiarift. Mr. R. indeed 
thinks, p. 158, that if a fucceeding writer had borrowed the 
words of the Infcription, he would not have fupprefled the name 
of the author. This opinion muft fal] to the ground, if it be 
fhewn that Elian was accuftomed to fupprefs the names of the 
authors to whom he was obliged. Elian has given a lift of 
fourteen celebrated gluttons, and, elfewhere, another of twenty- 
eight drunkards (from which, by the way, it appears, that 
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people were apt to eat and drink rather too freely in ancient as 
well as modern times); and both thefe lifts contain exactly the 
fame names in the fame order with Athencus. Now it is ob- 
fervable, that fourteen names may be tranfpofed 87,173,29 1,200 
different ways, and that twenty-eight names admit of 304,888, 
244,;01147 13,300,501, 504,000,000 different tran{pofitions, &c. 
kc. Elian therefore tranfcribed them from Athenets ; yet 
Elian never mentions Atheneiis in his Various H:ftory. So 
that whether Elian copied from the Marble, or only drew from 
acommon fource, he might, and very probably would, conceal 
his authority. 

VILL. Lhe biffory of the difcovery of the Marbles is obfcure and 
anfattsfaciory. 7 

In p. 169, it is faid to be § related with fu/picious circumfances, 
and without any of thofe clear and unequivocal evidences which always 
diferiminate truth from falfehood.’ Te queflion then is finally 
decided. if the Infcription has not any of thofe evidences, 
which truth e/ways poflefles, and which fa!fehood aiways wants, 
it is moft certainly forged. The Jearned Diffzrtator feems for a 
moment to have forgotten the modeft character of 2 DOUBTER, 
and to perfonate the dogmatift. But waving this, we fhali add, 
that, as far as we can fee, no appearance of fraud is difcover- 
able in any part of the tranfaction. ‘The hiftory of many ins 
fcriptions is related in a manner equally unfatisfactory ; and if it 
could be clearly proved that the Marble was dug up at Paros, 
what would be eafier for a critic who is determined at any rate 
to obje&t, than to fay, that it was buried there in order to be 
afterward dug up? If the perfon who brought this treafure to 
light had been charged on the fpot with forging it, or concur- 
ring in the forgery, and had then refufed to produce the exter- 
nal evidences of its authenticity, we fhould have a right to 
quettion, or perhaps to deny, that it was genuine, But no 
fuch objeGtion having been made or hinted, at the original time 
of its difcovery, it is unreafonable to require fuch teitimony as 
it is now impofhible to obtain. © There 1s nothing /aid of it in Sir 
T. Roe’s negotiations.” What is the inference? { hat Sir Thomas 
knew nothing of it, or believed it to be fpurious, or forged it, 
or was privy to the forgery? Surely nothing of this kind can 
be pretended. But let our Author account for the circumftance 
if he can. To us it feems of no confequence on either fide. 
* Peirefe made no effort to recover this precious relic, and from his 
campofure he feems to have entertained jome fecret jufpicions of its aw- 
thenticity.” Peirefe would have had no chance ot recovering it 


"after ic was in the poflefion of Lord Arundel’s egents. He was 


either a real or a pretended patron of letters, and it became him 


to affect to be pleafed that the Infcription had come into Eng- 
land, and was illuftrated by his learned friend Selden. John F. 


Gronovius had with great labour and expence collated Anna 
Comnena’s 
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Comnena’s Alexiades, and intended to publifh them. While 
he was waiting for fome other collations, they were intercepted, 
and the work was publifhed by another. As foon as Gronovius 
heard this unpleafant news, he anfwered, that learned men were 
engaged in a common caule; that if one prevented another in 
any publication, be ought rather to be thanked for lightening 
the burthen, than blamed for interfering. But wno would con- 
clude from this arnfwer, that Gronovius thought the Alexiades 
‘ fpurious, or not worthy of any regard ? 

Mr. R. calculates, that the venders of the Marble received 
200 pieces. But here again we are left in the dark, unlefs 
we knew the precife value of thefe pieces. Perhaps they might 
be equal to an hundred of our pounds, perhaps only to fifty, 
Befide, as they at firft bargained with Samfon, Pierefc’s fup- 
pofed ‘Few agent, for fifty pieces only, they could not have 
forged the Infcription with the clear profpe&t of receiving more, 
Neither does it appear that they were paid by Sainfon. It is 
fully as reafonable to fuppofe fraud om the one fide, as on the 
other; and if Samfon, after having the Marble in his pofieffion, 
refufed or delayed to pay the fum ftipulated, he might, in con- 
fequence of fuch refufal or delay, be thrown into prifon, and 
might, in revenge, damage the Marble before the owners could 
recover it. 

We own this account of ours to be a romance ; but it is law- 
ful to combat romance with romance. 

IX. The world has been frequently impofed upon by fpurious books 
and infcriptions, and therefore we fhould be extremely cautious with 
regard to what we receive under the venerable name of antiquity. 

Much truth is obfervable in this remark, But ihe dan- 

er lies in applying fuch general apophthegms to particul.r cafes. 
in the firft place, it muft be obferved, that no forged books will 
exactly fuit Mr. R.’s purpofe, but fuch as pretend to be the au- 
thor’s own hand-writing ; nor any infcriptions, but fuch as are 
ftill extant on the original materials, or fuch as were known to 
be extant at the time of their pretended difcovery, Let the argu- 
ment be bounded by thefe limits, and the numter of forgeries 
will be very much reduced. We are not in pofleffion ot Cyria- 
cus Anconitanus’s book, but if we were governed by authori- 
ty, we fhould think that the teftimony of Reinefius in his fa- 
vour greatly overbalances all that Auguftinus has faid tu his 
prejudice. The opinion of Reinefius is of the more weight, be- 
caufe he fufpects Urfinus of publifhing counterfeit monuments. 
We likewife find the moft eminent critics of the prefent age 
quoting Cyriacus without fufpicion (v. Rubnken. in Timzt 
Lex. Plat. p. 10. apud Koen, ad Gregor. p. 140.) ‘The doc- 
trine advanced in the citation from Hardouin is exactly con- 
formable to that writer's ufual paradoxes. He wanted to deftroy 
the credit of all the Greek and Latin writers. But infcrip- 
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tions hung like a millftone about the neck’of his proje@. He 
therefore refolved to make fure work, and to deny the genuine- 
nefs of as many as he faw convenient ; to effe&t which purpoie, 
he intrenches himfelf in a general accufation. If the author of 
the D.flertation had quoted a few more paragraphs from Har- 
douin, in which he endeavours, after his manner, to thew the 
forgery of fome infcriptions, he would at once have adminiftered 
the poifon and the antidote. But to the reveries of that learned 
madman, refpe@ting Greek fuppofititious compofitions of this 
nature, we fhall content ourfelves with oppofing the fentiments 
of a modern critic, whofe judgment on the fubject of {purious 
infcriptions will not be difputed : 

MaFFEI, in the introduction to the third book, c, 1. p. 51. 
of his admirable, though unfinifhed work de Arte Critica La- 
pidarid, ufes thefe words: Infcriptionum Grace loquentium com- 
mentitias, fi cum Latinis comparemus, deprebendt paucas : neque enim 
ullum omnino eft, in tanta debacchantium falfariorum libidine, mo- 
numenti genus, in quod ii fibi minus licere putaverint. Argumente 
ef, pauciffimas ufque in hanc diem ab eruditis viris, et in boc litera- 
rum genere plurimum Verfatis rejectas effe, falfique damnatas. 

We here finifh our exceptions. Much praife is due to the 
Author of the Differtation for the learning and candour fo con- 
fpicuous throughout his work. Even thofe who are moft pre- 
judiced againft his hypothefis, will read his book with pleafure, 
as well for the tafte and erudition difplayed in treating the main 
gueftion, as for the entertaining difcuffion of incidental matters. 
If we feem to have aflumed more of the ftyle and tone of con- 
troverfy than fuits the impartiality of judges, we plead in ex- 
cufe, that we intended only to animate, in (ome degree, a fub- 
ject, which, to the generality. of readers, muft appear dry 
and tedious. If the Author fhould pay any attention to the 
hints which we have thrown out, and publifh the refult of his 
thoughts on them, we fhall coolly reconfider his arguments, 


Refellere fine iracundia, et refelli fine pertinacia parati. 
In the emendations of the 11th and 78th lines of the Iafcrip- 
tion, the genius of the Greek language requires us to read, 


Navadnvarx and avéBny for Mavadnvainoy and aveinge. Por.-n. 





Art. X. The Works of Nathaniel Lardner, D.D. containing, Cre- 
dibility of the Gofpel Hiftory ; Jewifh and Heathen Teftimonies ; 
Hiftory of Heretics; and his Sermons and Tratts; with general 
Chronological Tables, and copious Indexes. To the firit Volume 
is prefixed the Life of the Author, by Andrew Kippis, D.D. 
F.R.S. and S.A. Ina1 Vols. 8vo. Price to Subfcribers 3]. 3s. 
in Boards. Johnfon. 1788. 


E heartily congratulate the Public on the appearance of 

this COMPLETE EDITION of the Works of Dr. Lard- 

her, who has not improperly been complimented as ** the Prince 
of 
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of modern Divines,” and whofe chicf work cannot fail of bein 

held in the higheft repute as long as the credibil:ty of the Gofpel 
fhall be deemed worthy of demonftration. Uniting to an inti- 
mate knowlege of antiquity, candour, good feni:, and the mof 
facred regard for truth, he has laboured with fuccefs in winnow- 
ing the chaff of fpurious evidence from thofe genuine and folid 
teftimonies which prove the verity of the Chriftian Scriptures, 
He had none of that weak credulity which refts fatisfied with 
fiimfy. forgeries, pious frauds, and artful interpolations, or of 
that wretched timidity which trembles at removing thofe reeds 
and ftraws with which the ignorant and fuperftitious have en- 
deavoured, and the ar:ful pretended, to prop up the fortrefs of 
truth. Hence his writings are eminently valuable. None have 
been more highly or more juftiy praifed. ‘* It was the frequent 
faying of a very learned perfon, that if he were fentenced to im- 
prifonment for feven years, he would not defire to take any 
books with him into his confinement, befides the works of Jor- 
tin ani Lardner *.” 

The feveral pieces contained in the eleven volumes before us, 
and now firft collected together, have feparately been publifhed, 
at different times; moft of them by Dr. Lardner himfelf, and 
fome few after his deceafe ; and accounts have been given of 
them in our Review, which may ealily be found by confulting 
our General Index +. A repubiication of them was now be- 
come nectflary., His great work on the Credibility of the Gofpel 
Fiifiory, in 17 volumes octavo, was become very icarce, and told 
for as much as all his works originally coft, unbound; and fome 
of bis tracts were not to be purchafed. Thefe latter will have 
the recommendation of novelty; efpecially the Fflay on the Mo- 
faic Account of the Creation ond Fall of Man, almott the whole im- 
prefiion of which was lolt, in confequence of the misfortunes of 
the bookfeller. | 

Nothing, however, is abfolutely new in this edition, except 
the Life of the Author, written by Dr. Kippis, which, notwith- 
ftanding it can turnifh no great amufement to the mere lovers 
of anecdote, will be efteemed by all rational Chriftians as a pro- 
per tribute to the memory of Dr. Lardner, and an acceptable 
addition to the mafs of Britifh biography. Sentiments of efteem 
and veneration, combining with natural curiofity, prompt us to 
enquire into the hiftory of tnofe men by whofe writings we have 





* Memoirs of T. Hollis, Efq. vol, i. p. 254. 

+ Our firft account of the Credidility is in vol. iv. p, 18. of the 
Review. Some account of the Fewifs and Heathen 1 eftimonies (entitled 
in our Index On the Truth of the Chriftian Religion) is to be found in 
vol. xxxil. p. 1.5 XXXIV. p. 31. and p. 430.3 and vol. xxxvi. p. 270. 
The lait work of Dr. Lardner’s noticed by us, was his Hiftory of 
Heretics, fee vol. 1xive p. 33s 
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been improved in wifdom and virtue. Can we therefore be fur 
prifed that many fhould defire a life of this excellent writer? for 
to whom among the moderns is the Chriftian world under greater 
obligations? But againft undertaking a tafk of this kind it has 
been objected, that the lives of f{cholars, pafled for the molt part 
jn their libraries, can furnifh few incidents deferving the bio- 
grapher’s attention ; and that the works of fuch men as Lardner 
contain by much the moft valuable and amufing part of their 
memoirs. This, in general, is true; and yet the Lives of the 
learned, if faithfully written, will always be coveted. Little 
erhaps is to be known, but there is a pleafure in knowing that 
little. Add to this, that an acquaintance with their hiftory 
and character often affifts us in underftanding their writings, and 
in afcertaining the degree of credit to which they are entitled. 
For thefe reafons, the life of Lardner ought to be held up to 
view. His induftry, integrity, candour, and gentlenefs, fhould 
be made known, as they ferve to increafe the value of his works, 
as well as to reflect a luftre on human nature. Why the rela- 
tions of fuch a man fhould objeé& to his life being publifhed, we 
cannot divine; but we think Dr. Kippis is to be applauded for 
perfifting, notwithftanding their- objc€tions, in his refolution. 
He well knew that no difzrace could accrue to him from the 
narrative with which he has enriched the prefent edition, The 
Doétor has made a good ufe of thofe materials, which he appears 
to have colleéted with diligence; has drawn up the memoir in 
an eafy and agreeable manner, and taken frequent opportunities 
of enlivening the narrative with thofe ingenious ftrictures and 
obfervations, in making which he is peculiarly happy. 

The particulars of Dr. Lardner’s life, independently of his 
being an author, lie in a very narrow compafs. He was born 
at Hawkhurft, in Kent, June 6, 1684. After a grammatical 
education, to which great attention muft have been given, and 
10 which a no lefs rapid progrefs muft have been mace, he was 
fent firft to a diflenting academy in London, which was under 
the care of the Rev. Dr. Jofhua Oldfield; and thence, in his 
16th year, to profecute his ftudies at Utrecht, under the cele- 
brated profeffors D’Uries, Greevius, and Burman. Here he re- 
mained fomewhat more than three years, and then removed for 
a fhort fpace to Leyden. In 1703 he returned to England, con 
tinuing, at his father’s houfe, to employ himfelf by clofe and di- 
ligent preparation for the facred profeffion which he had ‘in 
view. Qualified as he was, it was not till 1709 that he preached 
his firft fermon, from Romans, i. 16.—* a text (his biographer 
remarks) than which there could not have been a more proper 
one for a man, who was deftined in the order of Divine Provi- 
dtnce to be one of the ableft advocates for the authenticity and 
truth of the Chriftian revelation, that ever exifted,’ 

Rey, Jan. 1789. E A few 
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A few years after this, Lardner was received into Lady Tre. 
by’s family, as domeftic chaplain and tutor to her fon, and cone. 
tinued in this comfortable fituation till her Ladyfhtp’s death, in 
3721. Th's event threw bim into circumftances of fome per- 
plexity, having preached to fevera] congregations during his re- 
fidence with Lady Treby, without the approbation or choice of 
any one congregation. Here we are told, ‘that it reficéts no 
honour on the Diffenters, that a man cf fuch merit fhould fo 
long have been neglected.’ But furely it cafts no difbonour, when 
all circumftances are confidered. “The pu!pit was not the place 
in which Mr. L. was calculated either to convey improvement, 
or acquire reputation. Dr. Kippis afterward informs us, © that 
his mode of elocution was very unpleafant; that from his early 
and extreme deafnefs he could have no fuch command of his 
voice, as to give it a due modulation; and that he greatly 
dropped his words.’ It cannot then, as his biographer adds, be 
matter of furprife that he was not popular; and we may add to 
this, it cannot then be any reflection on the congregations to 
which he occafionally preached, that they did not choofe for 
their minifter a man, who, notwithftanding his great learning 
and amiable virtues, was fo deficient as a public fpeaker, that it 
was impoffible to hear him with any pleafure, and fcarcely with- 
out pain. 

Thovgh Mr. Lardner had no church at which he officiated 
as Minifter, he was engaged, with fome of his diffenting brethren, 
in preaching a Tuefday-evening lecture at the Old Jewry. Ac- 
guainted probably with the direction of his ftudies, they ap- 
pointed him to preach on the proof of the Credibility of the Go/pel 
Hiftary. This he cifcufled, we are told, in three fermons (p. 84, 
they are called two fermons, which we believe to be right, as we 
find two fermons with nearly this title in vol. x.), and profecut- 
ing the fubject which he had taken up in thefe difcourfes, in 
Feb. 1727, he publifhed, in two volumes octavo, the fir/? Part of 
‘© The Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory, or the Facts occa- 
SLONALLY mentioned in the New Teftament confirmed by Paf- 
fages of ancient Authors who were contemporary with our 
Saviour, or his Apoftles, or lived near their Time.” An Ap- 
pendix was fubjoined, relating to the time of Herod’s death. 

Thus Mr. L. commenced author, and began his literary 
career with fingular reputation. 

‘ It is fearcely neceflary to fay (obferves Dr. K.) how well this 
work was received by the learned world. Not only was it highly 
approved by the Proteftant Diffenters, with whom the author was 
more immediately connected, but by the clergy in general of the 
eftablifhed church; and its reputation gradually extended into fo- 
reign countries. It is indeed an invaluable performance, and hath 
rendered the moft eflential fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity. Who- 
ever perufes this work (and to him that does not perufe it, it will be 
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¢9 his own Iofs) will find it replete with admirable inftru€tion, found 
learning, and juit and candid criticifm *.’ 

Thefe two, with the fubfequent fifteen, volumes octavo, and 
the four thin quartos, entitled Yew:/h and Heathen Te/flimanies, 
occupied him, with the interruption arifing from fome {mailer 
productions, during the fpace of forty-three years. 

Dr. Kippis gives us a particular account of the time when 
each volume was publifhed, and of the fubje@s difcufled in each, 
interfperfing his narrative with many pertinent and ufeful hints 
and obfervations; but our Jimits will not allow us to follow him 
through this detail. We agree with him in his remarks con- 
cerning academical honours, occafioned by Mr. Lardner’s receiv- 
ing a diploma from the Marifchal College of Aberdeen, con- 
fering on him the degree of Door in Divinity, but we mut 
not extract them. We are refolved however to make room, 
whatever matter we may thruft by, for that ufeful information 
which Dr. K. introduces, in fpeaking of the Supplement to the 
Credibility. 

‘ I cannot avoid flrongly recommending the Supplement + to the 
Credibility to the attention of all young divines. Indeed, I think 
that it ought to be read by every theological! ftudent before he quits 
the univerfity or academy in which he is educated. There are three 
other works which will be found of eminent advantage to thofe who 
are intended for, or beginning to engage in, the Chriftian miniftry. 
‘Thee are, Butler’s Analogy, Bifhop Law’s Confiderations on the 
Theory of Religion, and Dr. Taylor’s Key to the Apoftolical Writ- 
ings, prefixed to his paraphrafe on the Epiftie to the Romans. With- 
Out agreeing with every circumftance advanced in thefe works, it 
may be faid of them, with the greateft truth, that they tend to open 
and enlarge the mind; that they give important views of the evi- 
dence, nature, and defign of revelation; and that they difplay a 
vein of reafoning and enquiry which may be extended to other ob- 
jects befides thofe immediately confidered in the books themfelves. 

‘ It muft not be forgotten, that the Supplement to the Credibility 
has a place in the excellent collection of treatifes in divinity which 
has lately been publifhed by Dr. Watfon Bifhop of Landaff. For a 
collection which cannot fail of being eminently conducive to the in- 
firuction and improvement of younger clergymen, and for the noble, 
manly, and truly evangelical preface by which it is preceded, this 
great Prelate is entitled to the gratitude of the Chriftian world. 

* May I not be permitted to add, that there is another colleflion 
which is ftill wanted ; and that is, of curious and valuable fmall 
tracts, relative to the evidences of our holy religion, or to fcriptural 
difficulties, which, by length of time, and in confequence of having 
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* Hereby (fays Mr. Radcliffe, in his affixed Eulogium on Dr. L.) 
he has ereéted a monument to his great matter and himfelf, which 
mutt laft as long as the world endures. 

+ N.B. This, fome years ago, was publithed feparately by the 
bookfellers, under the tisle of The Aifory of the Go/pels and Epift . 
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been feparately printed, are almoft funk into oblivion, or, if remem. 
bered, can fcarcely at any rate be procured? The recovery of fuch 
pieces, and the communication of them to the public, in a few vo. 
lumes, and at a reafonable price, would be an acceptable, as well as 
an ufeful fervice, to men of enquiry and literature.” . 

Applauded as Dr. Lardner’s works were, he received little re- 
compence for them. Some of the latter volumes of the Credi- 
bility were publifhed at a lofs, and at laft he fold the copy-right 
and all the remaining printed copies, to the bookfellers, for the 
trifling fum of 1507. Laudatur et alget. 

His obje&t, however, was not private emolument, but to ferve 
the interefts of truth and virtue; and it pleafed Divine Provi- 
dence to {pare his life, both to complete his extenfive plan, and 
to fee the laft volume, the 4th of the Te/fimonies, publifhed, 
This was in 1767. He was feized with a decline in the fummer 
following, and was carried off in a few days at Hawkhurft, the 
place of his nativity, where he had a {mall paternal eftate, in the 
8sth year of his age. At his particular requeft, no fermon was 
preached on occafion of his death. * Thus (fays his biographer) 
did his modefty and humility accompany him to the laft moment 
of his earthly exiftence.’ 

Some pofthumous works were publifhed, particularly his Hi/- 
iory of Heretics, by the Rev. Mr. Hogg of Exeter; to our ace 
count of.which we have already referred. 

We fhould be happy to extraét the conclufion of the Memoir, 
in which is given at length, from various teftimonies, the cha- 
racter of this great and amiable * man; this, however, may be 
unneceflary, as the candid of all parties muft agree in allowing, 
that few names are more truly entitled to be remembered with venerae 
tion and applaufe. 

Subjoined to the narrative, is an Appendix containing letters 
which pafled between Dr, Lardner and Dr. Waddington Bifhop 
of Chichefter, Dr. Secker then Bifhop of Oxford and after- 
ward Archbifhop of Canterbury, Lord Barrington, Dr. More 
gan, Dr. Chandler, and Dr. Doddridge, together with fome - 
valuable papers, particularly one, communicated by the Rev. 
Mr. Henley to Dr. Kippis, on the difputed paflage in Jofephus. 
Here we are entirely of opinion with Dr. K. that § this paflage 
ought to be for ever difcarded from any place among the evi- 
dence of Chriftianity, though it may continue to exercife the 
ingenuity and critical {kill of fcholars and divines.’ 

Before we difmifs this article, it fhould be remarked, that Mr. 
Baxter Cole merits our commendation, for the fidelity, care, and 





* The candour and moderation with which Dr. L. maintained his 
own fentiments, conftituted a prominent feature in his charaéer. 
Thefe virtues were fo eminent as even to excite the commendation 
of Dr. Morgan, the author of the Moral Philofopher, 
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judgment which he has difplayed in the department of Editor; 
Dr. Lardner’s fingular mode of fpelling many words is very pro- 
perly rejected, and he has adopted the orthography now moft in 
ufe; but what is of more confequence to the learned reader (and 
we Reviewers particularly thank him for it), he has paid great 
attention to Lardner’s works, as books of reference. To facili- 
tate our turning to any quotation, he has inferted at the top of 
the pages the voluine and page of the original edition; by means 
of which, the prefent edition may in all cafes be confulted with 
nearly the fame eafe as any of the former. We highly applaud 
this method, and recommend it to the imixation of al] thofe who 
colleé&t and give new editions of the woiks of valuable authors. 
For the copious Indices, Mr. Cole likewife deferves our 


thanks. 
Mov-y. 
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Art. XI. Thoughts on the Divine Goodne/s, relative to Moral 
Agents, particularly difplayed in future Rewards and Punifh- 
ments. ‘I'ranflated from the French of Ferdinand Olivier Petit- 
pierre. 8vo. 5s. 3d. Boards. Robinfons, &c. 1788. 


Tee ingenious, and pious author of this interefting book is 
well known, by the talents which he difcovered during the 
courfe of his miniftry in Switzerland, and the virtues he dif- 
played under the perfecution which he fuffered for his particular 
opinions.- Some mention was made of this when we announced 
the original French work, with the high commendations which 
it deferves*. It is our bufinefs, at prefent, to fpeak of t!.e tranfla- 
tion, which, like the good copy of an excellent picture, is every 
way worthy to attract the attention of thofe, who cannot ftudy 
the original. ‘Ihe gentleman, or lady, who has favoured the 
Public with this tranflation, has done juftice to the author, by 
entering deeply into the benevolent feelings of his excellent 
heart, and often exprefling them happily. The reader will 
find in fome places, indeed, phrafes that feem to be caft ina 
Gallic mould, and that deviate more or lefs from the eftablifhed 
mode of Englith diciion : he will alfo find, here and there, epithets 
more pompous than thofe that are ufually beftowed by Englifh 
writers on the objects which they are intended to characterize: 
but thefe phrafes, and thefe epithets, were defignedly employed 
by the tranflator, though as feldom as poffible, with a view to 
preferve the fpirit and energy of the original, and we think this 
view does not ftand in need of the apology that is made for it in 
the Preface to this tranflation.—We with that the pun@tuation 
of the work had been more correct, as accurate pointing makes 
the fenfe of a period enter with fulnefs and facility into the con- 
ception of the reader. . 








* Sce Review for March 1788. 
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A tketch of the plan of this work was given, when the origi, 
nal was announced, and to this we refer our readers. We thal 
confine ourfelves at prefent to fome fpecimens of the tranfla- 
Zion, which will enable them to judge, for themfelves, of its 
merit, and will, at the fame time, ferve as a farther fpecimen of 
the original work. To fhew that the ju/fice of God, inftead of 
ftanding in any fort of oppofition to his goodne/s, is rather to be 
confidered as an important branch of it, M. Petitpierre reafons 
thus : ' 

‘ The definition of Divine jaftice (that it is, goodne/s dire@ed by wi/- 
dom), however true upon the whole, has the defect of being too ge- 
neral, and of not determining, with precifion, in what the particular 
chara&ter of Divine juitice confilts, or the reafons why the goodnefs 
of God is fometimes called juftice. Every act of Divine juttice is, 
iy Gy Mi2° of his goodnefs direéted by wifdom ; but every act of 
goodnefs, thus cirected, cannot be called an act of juitice. ‘The gift 
that God made of his Son to a finful world cannot, with propriety, 
be called an aét of juftice, though it is the higheit initance of his 
goodnefs and wifdom. 

‘ I therefore incline more to another received definition of Divine 
juftice, which exprefles with greater precifion the ideas ufually at- 
tached tothatterm. The infinite juftice of Ged (according to this de- 
finition) con/ifts in his conftant and immutable will, or determination, 
to difpenfe to every one that which b2/t corre/ponds with his moral frate, 
The juitice of one man towards another és the conffant and habitual 
avill of rendering to every one that which is his due; but as this man- 
ner of {peaking is improper, when applied to an independent Being, 
we fubftitute another in its place, and fay, that as a man is called 
jut, who gives to every one his due, fo is the Divine Being called 

juft, becaufe he difpenfes to every one that which is mott fuitable to 
his moral ftate, throughout the whole of his exiitence.’ 

The author illuftrates this idea of Divine juftice, by confider- 
ing the different ftates, circumftances, conftitutions, and cha- 
racters, of moral beings, and the various methods by which 
goodnefs, in perfect union with ftri& reGitude and wifdom, 
leads them to moral improvement and final bappinefs, 

After having endeavoured to prove, by a critical examination 
of many paflages of Scripture, that our Saviour reprefents future 
punifhment, as a cha/fifement defigned for moral improvement, 
and that the word eterna/, when applied to punifhment, fignifies 
along and dreadful correction;~after having fhewn, moreover, 
that this chaftifement will be fevere and terrible for the obftinate 
workers of iniquity, he makes the following judicious obferva- 
tion: 

* By confidering this fevere juftice as a branch of goodnefs, we fet 
the amiable attribute of goodnefs in its true light, and this will pre- 
vent us from falling into the dangerous illufion of expe&ing nothing 
from Divine love but mercies and favours. We fhould not only 
confider the exd, but alfo the means of felicity, and thefe will be 
fevere upon every foul of man that dceth evil, The goodnefs of the 
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Deity is infeparable from wifdom, and, confequently, exempt from 
fuch falfe compaffion as arifes from weaknefs : it is an inflexible good- 
nefs, which, without being influenced by our erroneous fupplications, 
will complete its defigns ; and thus the fufferings that are neceflary 
to our chief happinefs are as certain, as the infinite goodnefs of God 
itfelf.’ 

In the courfe of his work, the Author fhews frequently (and 
with great evidence and judgment) how truths which are mifun- 
derftood, lead to the moft abfurd and pernicious con{equences. 
Among the truths fo perverted in their meaning and application, 
we may reckon the fupreme authority of God over his creatures, 
and his confequent right of determining their condition, and re- 
quiring their fubmiffion and obedience. ‘Thus the fupreme an- 
thority of God has been appealed to asa principle, which jultifies 
the condemnation of a great. (and, in fome fyftems, the greateft) 
part of his creatures to endleis mifery. But, according to M. 
Petitpierre, the fupreme authority of God over his creatures is 
his unlimited right to confer happinefs on them in his own 
way ; and he fhews that the Divine authority can never be incon- 
fiftent with goodnefs, becaufe it is founded on goodnefs, as its 
proper bafis, We fhall give his reafoning on this fubje& in the 
words of his tranflator: 

‘ If the authority of God (as is generally and juftly fuppofed) 
arifes from the a of creation, let us confider what there is in this act 
that lays a juft foundation for unlimited authority. In the act of crea- 
tion I can diftinguifh two things, the power which formed us, and the 
qwill which determined the Deity to put this power in execution. Now 
it is evident, that power alone cannot be the foundation of authority ; 
the idea of fower or ftrength, and that of authority or right, have no 
natural connexion. A Being may have fuflicient power to fubje&t me 
to his pleafure ; but this alone can never give hima right to my obe- 
dience ; any real authority muft be derived from another fource. It 
is therefore in the w#// (which determined creation) that we are to 
feek for the foundation of that fupreme authority, which the divine 
Being poffefles over his creatures. Now shat will, which brought us 
into exiftence, was the firft actof infinite goodneis; it arofe from the 
pure principle of benevolence and Jove: it coni{tituted the Creator 
the Parent of all, and is the pledge of that happinels, which, iffuing 
from him, mutt finally complete the felicity of every intellectual na- 
ture. Ah! when I contemplate the Being of Beings, under the in- 
terefting point of view in which Creation places him; when I view 
him as a benevolent Creator, an eternal and gracious Father, who 
gave me exiftence that he might give me happinefs, I am no more at 
alofs to difcern the foundation of his fupreme and unlimited autho- 
rity: I fee that his authority is the right to render me happy in the 
way beft fuited to my nature, and by the means the beft adapted to 
thatend. [I then perceive the ftrongeft and the moft effential obliga- 
tion on my part, to fubnit, implicitly and without referve, to his 
authority. I fee the folly and extravagance of ever complaining of 
the difpenfations or laws of an infinitely wife Being, and the pre- 
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fumption, in a weak and ignorant creature, of deciding concerning the 
means by which its happiuets is to be procured. Woe unto him that 
friveth with his Maker !? 

We fhall clofe our fpecimens of this tranflation, by fome pa- 
ragrapns from that part of the work, in which the Author proves, 
that the GLory of Ged, inftead of requiring any thing contrary to his 
infinite GOODNESS, is highly intere/led in its eternal exercife. In 
the proof of this propofition, which is fullin evidence and beau- 
tiful and pathetic in expreflion, M. Petitpierre fhews, among 
other things, how the manifeftation of a// the Divine perfections 
(in which the glory of God properly and effentially confifts) is 
included in the difplay of an unchangeable, univerfal, and eternal 
goodnefs to all his creatures. Thus he means to refute the opi- 
nion of thofe theologiffs, who confider the glory of the Divine 
Fuflice as requiring the endlefs torments of the wicked and repro- 
bate. After fhewing how Divine goodnefs fhines forth pre-emi- 
nent and confpicuous in wi/dam which direéts, power which 
executes, holine/s which promulgates the moft perfect laws for 
our improvement, happinefs, and ju/lice ;—whofe chaftifements are 
defigned to prepare and accomplifh the deftruétion of fin, the 
preat enemy of human felicity,—he calls out, in a kind of rap- 
ture,—* What heart can conceive, what tongue can exprefs, the 
praifes due to fuch exalted glory f—When all thefe adorable 
perfections fhall be fully manifefted to every creature, when fin 
fhall be conquered, and finners fhall become holy, virtuous, and 
happy, then their hearts, penetrated with love and gratitude, 
will for ever adore the Author of their exiftence and felicity, 
and the grateful homage of their thankfgiving and praife fhall 
sefound through the maniions of ccleftial glory for ever and 
ever!’ 

It is a farther obfervation of the Author, that the glory of the 
Creator refults from the perfection of his creatures, as the honour of 
the workman arifes from the excellence and perfection of his 
work. 

‘ But (adds M, Petitpierre), on this principle, can any thing be 
more contrary to the glory of God, than the endlefs mifery and ruin 
of the reprobate? A multitude of intelligent and immortal beings, 
whofe nature and condition will be in eternal contradiction,—their 
nature fuiceptible of happinefs and ardently defiring it, while their 
everlaiting portion is horrid and unremitting agony ! defcription mutt 
fall infinitely fhort of this terrible idea, but reafon tells us, that it 
never can advance the glory of the Creator.—If we fuppofe that the 
reprobate remain for ever in an impenitent and obdurate ftate, what 
then do we behold? a ra¢e of beings for ever devoted to crimes and 
fufferings, and ¢4at, under the empire of z2lmighty power and good- 
nefs.—lf we admit that, by their fufferings, tne reprobate may be 
rendered capable of fincere repentance, thea the fuppofition of their 
eternal mifery reprefents penitent beings returning to God and for 
ever imploring his forgivenels, but eternally rejected by the —— 

o! 





Sir F. Banks and the Emperor of Morocco. $7 


of Mercies.—In whatever way, therefore, we confider the reprobate 
in eternal mifery, whether as obitinate finners or as penitent of- 
fenders, we cannot help confidering their ftate, as in contradi&ion to 
the infinite goodnefs of the Divine nature, and, confequently, as ab- 


folutely impofiible. a ' 
‘In delightful contraft with this painful obje&t of contemplation 


ftands that Infinite goodnefs, which will leave no being in the uni- 
verfe a final prey to wickednefs and mifery. This goodnefs will ac- 
complith its work by enlightening their underftanding, rectifying their 
will, rooting out every vicious habit, deftroying every evil propentity, 
and employing, for this purpofe, every method of gentlenefs or fe- 
verity, that wifdom fhall deem neceflary, till evil is banifhed from 
the univerfe, and all its intelligent inhabitants are rendered good and 
happy.’ 

Fin thefe farther fpecimens, our readers will be enabled to 
form a judgment of the fpirit of this work, and the merit of the 


tranflation. M.- orceee, 


Art. XII. Sir Fofeph Banks and the Emperor of Morocco. A Tale. 
By Peter Pindar, Efquire. 4to. 1s. 6d. Kearfley. 1738. 


URSUING his blow, Peter aims a fecond ftroke at the 
Prefident of the Royal Society :—For the firft attack here 
alluded to, fee our laft Month’s Review, p. 555. 

The poet feems to have taken the hint of this fatirical piece 
from the humorous account of Sir Nicholas Gimerack, in the 
Tatler; but in applying that charater to our celebrated botanift, 
he feems to have run counter to all our ideas of ** the natural or 
moral fitne/s of things.’—This application, however, and this 
fitnefs, are not points for our decifion.—Of the poetry, and of 
the pleafantry, take, reader, the following fpecimen: 

Ona Butterfly. Hunt, the hero of the piece ftarts the Emperor 
of AZoracco ; and the purfuit is thus defcribed : 








‘ Lightly, with winnowing wing, amid the land, 
His Moorifh majefty in circles flew! 

With fturdy ftriding legs and out-ftretch’d hand, 
The virtuofo did his prey purfue. 


He ftrikes, he miffes, ftrikes again—he grins, _ 
And fees in thought the monarch fix’d with pins ; 
Sees him on paper giving up the ghoft, 
Nail’d like a hawk or martyr to a poft. 


Oft fell Sir Jofeph on the flippery plain, 
Like patriot Eden—fell to rife again ; 
The Emp’ror, fmiling, fported on oefore: 

Like Phoebus courfing Daphne was the chace, 
But not fo was the meaning of the race, 
Sir Jofeph ran to kill, not kifs the Mqor. 
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Sir ‘fF. Banks and the Emperor of Moracea. 


To hold him pris’ner in a glafs for fhew, 
Like ‘l'amerlane (redoubtable his rage) 
Who kept poor Bajazet, his vanquifh’d foe, 
Juit like an owl or magpie in a cage. 
* * * * * 
A countryman, who, from a lane, 
Iad mark’d Sir Jofeph, running, tumbling, fweating, 
Stretching his hands and arms, hi ke one infane, 
And with thofe arms the air around him beating, 
To no particular opinion leaning, 
. Of fuch manceuv’ring could not guefs the meaning. 






































At length the Prefident, all foam and muck, 
Quite out of breath, and out of luck, 

Purfued the flying monarch to the place, 

Where itood this countryman, with marv’ling face, 


.. Now Hae ay hedge, exactly like a horfe, 
-* Wild plan the Prefident, with al] his force, 
His en in {weat, his foul in perturbation; 
Mindlefs of trees, and bufhes, and the brambles, 
Head over heels into the lane he {crambles, 
Where Hob ftood loft in wide-mouth’d fpeculation ! 


¢* Speak,” roar’d the Prefident, ‘ this inflant—fay, 
«s Haft feen,—haft feen, my lad, this way, 
‘s The emperor of Morocco pafs ?” 
Hob to the infect-hunter nought replied, 
But fhook his head, and fy mpathifing figh’d 
«¢ Alas! 
«¢ Poor Gent! eman, I am forry for ye; 
«s And pity much your u/per ffory !” 


Lo! down the Jane alert the emp’ror flew, 

| And ftruck once more Sir Jofeph’s hawk-like view ; 

And now he mounted o’er a garden wall! 

In rufhed Sir Jofeph at the garden door, 

Knock’d down the gard’ner—what could man do more, 
And left him as he chofe to rife or {prawl. 
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O’er peerlefs hyacinths our hero rufh’d ; 

Through tulips and anemonies he puth’d, 
Breaking a hundred necks at ev’ry fpring: 

On bright carnations, blufhing on their banks, 

With defp’rate hoof he trod, and mow’d down ranks, 
Such vatt ambition urg’d to feize the king ! 


Bell-glaffes, all fo thick, were tumbled o’er, 

And lo! the cries fo fhrill, of many a fcore, 
A fad and fatal ftroke proclaim’ d; 

The fcarecrow all fo red, was OV erture’d : 

His vanith’a hat and wig, and head, he mourn’d, 
And much, indeed, the man of ftraw was maim’d! 
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* * * * 
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Sir F. Banks and the Emperor of Morecco. 


The gard’ner now for juft revenge up fprung, 
O’erwhelm’d with wonderment and dung, 
And fiercely in his turn purfued the knight ! 
From bed to bed, full tilt the champions rac’d, 
This chac’d the knight, the knight the emp’ror chac’d, 


Who {cal’d the walls, alas! and vanifh’d out of fight ; 


To find the emprefs, p’rhaps, and tell her Grace 
The merry hifl’ry of the chace. 


At length the gard’ner, fwell’d with rage and dolor, 
O’ertaking, grafps Sir Jofeph by the collar, 


And blefs’d with fav’rite oaths, abundance fhow’rs ;— 


¢* Villain,” he cried, ‘* beyond example ! 
«* Juft like a cart-horfe on my beds to trample, 

«* More than your foul is worth, to kill my flow’rs! 
** See how your two vile hoofs have made a wreck— 
¢* Look, rafcal, at each beauty’s broken neck !”? 


Mindlefs of humbled flowers, fo freely kill’d, 
Although fuperior to his foul declar’d, 

And vegetable blood profufely fpill’d, 
Superior, too, to all reward ; 

Mindlefs of all the gard’ner’s plaintive ftrains, 

The emp’ror’s form monopoliz’d his brains. 


At length he fpoke, in fad defpairing tones,— 
* * * * * 
«© Gone is my foul’s defire, for ever gone !”’—— 


‘© Who’s gone?” the gard’ner ftrait replied 
«¢ The emp’ror, fir,” with tears Sir Jofeph cried— 





‘* The Emp’ror of Morocco—thought my own! 


«© To unknown fields beho'd the monarch fly !— 


«* Zounds! not to catch him, what an afs was 1!” 


His eyes the gard’ner, full of horror, ftretch’d, 
And then a groan, a monftrous groan he ferch'd, § 


Contemplating around his ruin’d wares ; 


And now he let Sir Jofeph’s collar go ; 
And now he bray’d aloud with bittereft woe, 


“© Mad, madder than the maddeft of March hares! 


** A p—x confound the fellow’s Bedlam rigs ! 
‘© Oh! he hath done the work of fifty pigs! 

‘« ‘The devil take his Keeper, a damn’d goofe, 
«* For letting his wild beait get loofe.” 

But now the gard’ner, terrified began 

To think himfelf too near a man 


In fo Peg-Nicholfon a fituation ; 


And happy from a madman to efcape, 
He left him without bow, or nod, or fcrape, 


Like Jeremtan, midit his Lamentation.’ 


To Peter Pindar, Efq. we acknowlege ourfelves indebted for 


a hearty laugh, while employed in the foregoing extract from 
this comic tale ; and we are much miftaken if Sir J. B. himfelf, 


had 
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Go The Amicable Quixote. 


had he been at our elbow, while we were tranfcribing the lines, 
would not have equally enjoyed the joke. It is faid that he is 
no enemy to a little harmlefs ridicule ; and, if fo, he would 
only have found him/elf tickled, not hurt: for burt no indivi- 
dual can be, by a fatire that applies, generally, to every collector 
of natural hiftory, but not, with any peculiarity, to — 


——. 








Aer. XUL. The dmicable Quixote; or the Enthufiafm of Friend- 
thin. 1zmo. 4 Vols. 10s. fewed. Walter. 1788. 


rTNO improve the virtues of the heart, and to give pleafure to 

our feclings, are the principal objects which the writer of 
a novel fhould keep conftantly in view. Perhaps, indeed, the 
latter may be confidered as the way which moft certainly leads 
to the accomplifhment of the*former. The fame deftination 
which Bifhop Lowth*, in his elegant Prele€tions, points out as 
fubfifting between the poct and the philofopher, extends to the 
preacher, and to the novelift. The office of poetry is to per- 
iuade, of philofophy to convince. In the one cafe, the feelings 
are addrefled; in the other, the underftanding is the objeét. 
The philofopher reprefents truth and virtue in their naked and 
unornamented ftate, but delineates them with fuch accurate 
juftnefs and matterly force, that reafon immediately acknow- 
feges their excellence, and judgment is fatisfied with its de- 
cilion. The poet embellifhes them with all the decorations 
of fancy, and paints them in the molt fafcinating colours which 
the imagination can fuggelt, and thusallures the affe@ions of the 
heart to cultivate and embrace them, 

One of the offices of the preacher is to inculcate the duties 
of morality§ to teach mankind what they owe to themfelves, 
and to their fellow-creatures ; to defcribe the exaét point where 
virtue ceafes, and where vice appears; to fhew that the pro- 
priety of moft feelings confifts in their moderation, in their 
maintaining an equal diftance from the one, and the oppofite 
extreme. All this the preacher endeavours to accomplifh by des 
monftrating, in a cool dida&tic manner, the truth of his aflvr- 
tions ; he addredles the underftanding in fuch a way as to render 
it impoffible that it fhould refift his evidence, and thinks that 
the pailive obcdience of the affections is a neceflary and una- 
voidable confequence of the conviction produced on, and the 
aflent beflowed by, the judgment. 

The novelift has a fimilar duty to difcharge; he likewife is to 
inftruct us with refpect to the conduct of life, to reétify our 
ergors, to increafe the number, and to enhancethe value, of our 
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virtues. To gain this defirable end, he is entrufed with 
powers nearly as large and as ample as thofe of the poet; he 
may indulge in various flights of fancy, and excurfions of 
genius; he is permitted ‘to colleét, combine, amplify, and 
animate’ every thing that will be fubfervient to his purpofe, 
He is allowed to exhibit not only what has already happened, 
but what he can imagine, without violence to reafon, may in 
future appear. Of the novelift, it may, with propriety, be faid, 


«* Each change of many-colour’d life he drew, 
Exhaufted worlds, and then imagin’d new ;”’ 


He may perfonify the virtues which he wifhes to recommend, 
and may illuftrate them with examples ; he may delineate intereft- 
ing characters, and place them in interefting fituations. Some- 
times he may pourtray a faithful picture of human life, 

«« And catch the living manners as they rife :” 


Sometimes his obfervation will furnifh him with the power of 
giving inftruction ; fometimes his imagination will enable him 
to convey entertainment to the mind. He may introduce an 
aflemblage of various characters ; or he may fhew united, in 
one charaéter, both virtuous and depraved qualities; from a 
confideration of which, the reader may perceive and determine 
what is valuable to adopt, and what it will be fafe to reje&: 
from fuch a view he may be enabled to fafhion his own mind, 
to introduce into his heart many amiable affections, and te 
banifh from it thofe harfh and rugged feelings and propenfities 
which may have taken root in it, like weeds in a rich foil. 

The very fingular work now before us, which produced the 
foregoing reflections, poflefles confiderable merit. Much ingenuity 
is difplayed in the delineation of many of the characters. The 
author fhews great experience in the ways of men; and there is 
humour in the manner in which fome of the incidents are con- 
ducted. We obferved, however, with regret, feveral puns, 
which, though fairly and aptly applied, add little to the merit 
of thefe volumes ; and notwithftanding all the allowance that 
we can reafonably make for Quixetijm, many fituations into 
which fome of the perfonages are introduced, are unnatural ; 
and fome of the characters partake more of caricatura than of 
real life. We mutt declare, at the fame time, that the errors 
which we have noted, are not, in our opinion, the errors of a 
common writer; they proceed from an exuberance of imagina- 
tion that hurries its pofleflor along, without permitting him to 
confult his judgment. Befide fhrewd remark, which is the off- 
{pring of good fenfe, we difcover much information and learn- 
ing. With refpect to the latter, perhaps, we may fay, 


** Something too much of this.” 
The 
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62  Obfervations on the exceffive Ufe of Spirituous Liquars. 


The author, however, pofleffes excellencies more than fuffis 
cient to counterbalance fuch partial defects, which in future 
may eafily be avoided, as not refulting from any deficiency of 


genius. S R 


Art. XIV. Obferwations on the pernicious Confequences of the exceffive 
Use of Spirituous Liquors, and the ruinous Policy of permitting 
Dittillation in this Country [Ireland], 8vo. Pamphlet, printed 
at Dublin. 17388. 


HE national grievance here complained of, with refpe& 
Tt to the inhabitants of the kingdom of Ireland, appears, in- 
deed, to be of moft enormous magnitude, and fuch as loudly 
and pathetically calls for redrefs. ‘Che lower ranks of people 
in that country, it is well known, are fo extremely addicted to 
the ufe of their common, pernicious, dram, whifkey, that it is 
become an evil of the moft alarming and ruinous confequence ; 
and appears equally deftructive to the health and to the morals 
of the populace. The dreadful efieéts of their fondnefs for 
this intoxicating {pirit, and the prodigious excefs to which this 
miferable f{pecies of inebriation is carried, with all its horrid 
effeéts, are here painted in the moft lively and glowing colours ; 
and we do not doubt that the pencil of truth has alone been em- 
ployed in the delineation. 

To remedy fuch fatal mifchief, by at once ftriking at its 
root, the very fenfible and patriotic Author of thefe Obferva- 
tions propofes to the Parliament of Ireland, an entire and abfo- 
lute prohibition of the diftillery; and, certainly, this meafure 
would prove a radical cure for this political diforder: for if no 
whifky is made, none can be drank. He would not, however, 
deprive the labouring people of a proper and agreeable beverage: 
but inftead of the baleful and poifonous liquid to which they 
have been too Jong unhappily accuftomed, he would fubftitute 
another, more innocent, more pleafant, and more wholefome— 
PoRTER :—a liquor which gives pleafure, health, and ftrength, 
to the Englifh labourer, without inebriety, and all thofe terrible 
effe&s which are daily experienced in lreland, from the mad- 
nefs and excelles of the whifkey drinkers. 

As a farther recommendation of his plan for encouraging the 
porter-brewery in [reland, inftead of their prefent ruinous dil- 
tillery, he makes it appear, by proper eftimates and calcula- 
tions, that government would fuftain no injury by the lofs of 
the duty on that pernicious ardent fpirit which he wifhes to 
abolifh ; but that, on thecontrary, the revenue would be greatly 
increafed by the malt-duties: fo that, in point of policy, as 
well as of patriotifm (which, indeed, is true policy), there can 
be no reafonable or folid objection to the {cheme here fo eare 
neftly and pathetically recommended, 
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If it be objected that /pirits of another kind would ftill be 
ufed, if whifkey were annihilated, the Author thews that the 
jmportation of brandy from France, cr of rum from the Weft. 
Indies, would be attended with advantages to the revenue, 
which would amply compenfate for the former duties on the 
article which he hopes will be fupprefled. He obferves, that 
‘ thefe fpirits are imported in our own fhips, which encourages 
navigation; and they are received in return for our manufac- 
tures exported, which excites commerce. We therefore con- 
clude, that the diftillation of whifkey is a lofs to the country, 
becaufe the material would fell for more than the manufacture ; 
that i¢ is injurious to revenue, becaufe it prevents the intro- 
duction of foreign fpirits, which pay treble the duty ;,and that 
the importation of foreiga fpirits is highly advantageous, as it 
promotes navigation and commerce, and encreafes revenue.’ 

Should it be imagined that the Author writes from inte- 
refted views, we can only copy his own declaration, on this 
head, for the fatisfaction of our readers : 

‘ Neither felfith or partial views have contributed, in any 
decree, to the production of this difcourfe; the Author writes 
not from mercenary ends, nor with a view of injuring any de- 
nomination of traders; his fole motive is, to attempt the alle- 
viation of mifery, and the diffufton of happinefs; and he hopes 
that the purity of the intention will procure an indulgent eye to 
the defects of the compofition.’ 

SWIFT gained immortal honour by his letters againft Wood’s 
half-pence; and we think that the unknown Author [he is 
totally unknown to us] of this well-defigned traét is not leis en- 
titled to the grateful acknowlegements of his countrymen, for 
the very laudable exertion of his refpectabie talents, on a fub- 
ject of inGniteiy, higher importance to the welfare of the com- 
munity to which he belongs. G. 
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Art. XV. The Poetry of Anna Matilda: Containing a Tale for 
Jealoufy, the Funeral, her Correfpondence with Della Crufca, 
and feveral other poetical Pieces. ‘To which are added Recol- 
leGtions, printed from an Original Manufcript, written by Ge- 
neral Sir William Waller. 1zmo. 35s. 6d. fewed. Bell. 1788. 





E expected, as the publication of this little volume was 
fubfequent to that of the Poetry of the World *, to find 
In it more laf? words of Anna Matilda, notwithftanding her for- 
mer poems concluded with telling us, * Her book was clos’d— 
her lyre was broke.’ But we wereempeeaakgdifappointed. The 
poems of this fair incoonita which appear in this little col- 


nen: 





* See Review for November laft, p. 449. 
7 leCtion 
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le&tion, have all, except one, been before the public, and their 
republication in the prefent form originated in a defire of having 
her name more clofely united to that of Della Crufca. Proud 
of their poetical attachment, fhe wifhed to have it recorded in 
a diftiné&t publication. Him fhe looks up to as her friend, ge. 
nius, and favorite bard; and we may conceive her addreffin 
him in the elegant apoftrophe of Pope to Lord Bolingbroke ; 

‘¢ Say, fhall my little bark attendant fail, 

Purfue the triumph and partake the gale?” 

Having, in a preceding article, given our opinion of the 
merit of the poetry of Anna Matilda, it is unneceflary to enter 
into any difcuffion of it here. She is certainly not equal to 
Della Crufca. But fince our readers may with for a {pecimen 
of her mufe, as well as of bis, we will take this opportunity of 
prefenting them with an entire poem. When we gave an acs 
count of the Poetry of the World,’ we extracted the Elegy of 
Della Crufca, written on the plains of Fontenoy ; we fhall now 
lay before them Anna Matilda’s STANZAs to Della Crufca, oce 
cafioned by his elegy. 


« Huth’d be each ruder note ! —fofc filence f{pread, 
With ermine hand, thy cobweb robe around ; 
Attention! pillow my reclining head, 
Whilft eagerly I catch the golden found. 


Ha! What a tone was that, which floating near, 
Seem’d Harmony’s full foul—w4oe/e is the lyre? 
Which feizing thus on my enraptur’d ear, 
Chills with its force, yet melts me with its fire ? 


Ah dull of heart! thy Minftrel’s touch not know, 
What Bard but Detta Crusca boafts fuch fill 2 
From him alone, thofe melting notes can. flow— 
He only knows adroitly thus to trill. 


yell have I left the Groves, which fighing wave 
&&F A midft November’s blaft their naked arms, 
Whilft their red leaves fall flutt’ring to their grave, 
And give again to duft May’s vernal charms, 


Well have I left the air-embofom’d hills, 

Where fprightly Health in verdant bufkin plays ; 
Forfaken fallow meads, and circling mills, 

And thyme-drefs’d heaths, where the foft flock yet ftrays. 


Obfcuring fmoak, and air impure I greet, 

With the coarfe din that ‘I'rade and Folly form, 
For here the Mufe’s Son again I meet-— 

I catch dis notes amidift the vulgar ftorm. 


His notes now bear me, peniive, to the Plain, 

Cloth’d by a verdure drawn from Britain’s heart; 
Whofe heroes bled fuperior to their pain, 

Sunk, crown’d with glory, and contemn’d the {mart. 


Sof ty 














eir 
ng 
bud 
in 
Pea 


ng 


the 
iter 
to 
en 
of 
To 
of 
Ww 
C= 


Rev. Jan, 1789. 


The Poetry of Anna Matilda. 


Soft, as he leads me round th’ enfanguin’d fields, 
The laurel’d fhades forfake their grafly tomb, 
The burfting fod its palid inmate yields, 
And o’er th’immortal wafte their fpirits roam. 


Obedient to the Mufe the aéts revive 

Which Time long paft had veil’d from mortal ken, 
Embattled fquadrons rufh, as when alive, 

And fradowy falchions gleam o’er /hadowy men. 


Ah, who art thou, who thus with frantic air 
Fly’ft fearlefs to fupport that bleeding youth ; 

Binds his deep gafhes with wed sag. hair, 
And dieft befide him to atteft thy truth? 


*« His Sifter I; an orphan’d pair, we griev’d 
‘* For Parents long at reft within the grave, 

'* By a falfe Guardian of our wealth bereav’d —— 
‘* The little aL. parental care could fave. 


** Chill look’d the world, and chilly grew our hearts, 
‘* Oh! where hall Poverty expeé a {mile ? 

** Grofs, lawleis Love, affumed its ready arts, 
‘© And all befet was I, with Fraud and Guile. 


“© My Henry fought the war, and drop’d the tears 
‘© OF love fraternal as he bade farewel ; 
‘* Bat fear foon made me rife above my fears— 
“* T follow’d and Fate tolls our mutual kneli.’’ 


Chafte Maiden, reft; and brighter {pring the green 
‘That decorates the turf thy bloom will feed ! 
And oh, in fofteft mercy ’twas I ween, 
To worth like thine, a Brother’s grave’s decreed. 


The dreadfal thriek of Death now darts around, 
The hollow winds repeat each tortur’d figh, 

Deep bitter groans, ftill deeper groans refound, 
Whilft Fathers, Brothers, Lovers, Hufbands die ' 


Turn from this fpot, bleit Bard! thy mental eye ; 
To hamlets, cities, empires bend its beam! 

*T will there fuch multiplying deaths defcry, 
That all before thee’ll but an abftract feem. 


Why watte thy tears o’er this contraéted Plain? 
The fky which canopies the fons of breath, 
Sees the whole Earth one fcene of mortal pain, 

The vai, the univerfal Bep or Deatu! 


Where do not Hufbands, Fathers, dying moan? 
Where do not Mothers, Sifters, Orphans weep? 
Where is not heard the laft expiring groan, - 
Or the deep throttle of the deathful Sleep ! 


If, as Philofophy doth often mufe, 
A fate of war, is natural fate to man, 

Battle’s the sicK NESS bravery would choofe—— 
Noblef piszase in Nature’s various plan! 
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Let vulgar fouls floop to the Tever’s rage, 
Or flow, beneath pale Atrophy depart, 

With Gout and Scrophula weak variance wage, 
Or fink, with forrow cank’ring at the heart; 


"Thefe, be to common Minds, th’ unwith’d decree! 
The Firm feleé an illnefs more fublime ; 

By languid pains, {corn their high fouls to free, 
But feck the Sword’s fwift edge, and fpurn at time. 


ANNA MATILpDa.’ 


There is fomething very poetical in the third line of the firft 
ftanza, Attention! pillow my reclining head: but the compli- 
ment to Della Crufca in the laft line of the third flanza might, 
we think, have been more happily exprefled: He only knows 
adroitly how to trill. The whole, however, will be read with 
pleafure. 

To make out this little volume, is added to the poetry, fome 
curious profe, written ‘*‘in other times.” This is a fragment 
from the autograph of the famous Sir William Waller, an im- 
portant actor in the bufy drama of-the laft century. It is en- 
titled RECOLLECTIONS; and introduced by an addrefs from 
Anna Matilda to thofe who read.—Yerhaps fome of thofe who 
read this addrefs may be inclined to queftion the fex of Anna 
Matilda. We have our doubts whether a lady wrote the fol- 
lowing paflage : 

‘ That he (Sir William) had a mind capable of the tendereftim- 
preffions, and alive to all the charms of love, appears from this, that 
he never lived unmarried. ‘Three times he exulted in the flowery hy- 
meneal chain; and fpeaks of each lady with exalted fondnefs and af- 
fection. But thofe, alas! were days in which the connubial paffion was 
the only one tolerated !’ 

The fragment is written, in that pious ftyle which then per- 
vaded almoit every fpecies of compolition. It will amufe; and 
one part of it refpecting Cromwell, and his guick infight into 
charaffers, will be deemed, by the hiftorian, worthy of particular 
obfervation : 

‘ THE BEATING UPP OF COLL. LONG’S QUARTERS, in which 
Cromwell’s ha:fe did good fervice: And here 1 cannot but.mention 
the wonder which I have oft times had, to fee this eagle in his cirey: 
he att this time had never fhewn extraordinary partes, nor do I tijink 
that he did himfelf believe that he had them; for although he was 
blunt, he did not bear himfelf with pride, or difdaine. As an oficer 
he was obedient, and did never drfpute my orders, nor argue upon 
them. He did, indeed, feeme to have great cunning, and whilit he 
was cautious of his own words, not putting forth too many left they 
fhould betray his thoughts, he made others talk, untill he had as it 
were fifted them, and known their inmot defigns. A notable in- 
{tance was his difcovering in one fhore converiation with one Cap- 
tain Giles (a great favorite with the Lord General], and wheme he 
mof 
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moft confided in), that although his words were full of zeal, and 
his actions feemingly brave, that his heart was not with the caufe: | 
and in fine, this man did fhortly after join the enemy at Oxford, 
with three and twenty ftout fellowes. One other inftance I will 
here fett down, being of the fame fort, as to his cunning. 

‘When I tooke the Lord Piercy att Andover, having att that time 
an inconvenient diftemper, I defired Collonell Cromwell to enter- 
taine him with fome civility; who did afierwards tell me, that 
amongft thofe whom we tooke witn him (being about thirty), their 
was a youth of fo faire a countenance, that he doubted of his con- 
dition; and to confirm himfelf willed him to fing; which he did 
with fuch a daintinefs that Cromwell ferupled not to fay to Lord Pier- 
cy, that being a warriour, he did wifely to he accompanied by 4ma-_ 
sons; on which that Lord, in fome confufion, did acknowledg that 





—— 


fhe was a damfel; this afterwards gave caufe for fcoffe at the King’s 
party, as that they were loofe and wanton, and minded their plea- 
_ more than either their Country’s fervice, or their Maitter’s 
ood.’ 
‘ Thus has Mr. Bell, in his beautiful typography, given us 
both verfe and profe, in a little volume of 139 pages, which | 
will find many readers, and, probably, not a few admirers. 
‘Moo 
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INLAND NAVIGATION. 


Art. 16. 4 brief Review of the Arguments for and againff the in- | 
tended Canal, from Cambridge to the River Stort, as produced at 
Chefterford, Sept. 5, 1788. By Y. Z. 8vo. 6d. Scatcherd 
and Co, 


> VERY fcheme of this kind which hath, within our memory, 
been planned, hath met with oppofition, from men who were, 
or fancied: themfelves to be, interefted in thofe fchemes not taking 
efiect. Thus it has happened, in regard to the above-mentioned 
projet. It has been oppofed; but the weight of argument feems, 
as far as we can judge from hearing only one party, to lie all on the 
fide of thofe who have efpoufed the undertaking. The reafoning 
of the gentlemen who are friends to the defign, appears, indeed, to | 
be very cogent, clear, and irrefragable. 





EpUCATION. 


Art. 17. Analefa Latina: for the Ufe of Schools. rzmo. 1s. 64. 
; bound. Dilly. 1788. 

As it is well known that boys at fchool feldom read the whole of 
their firft books, ic was thought that a fele€tion might contribute 
both to convenience and ceconomy. Such a reafon is afigned for 
this publication; and we have only to add, that the felection is 
made from the Gofpels of Beza’s Latin Teftamenr, according to the 
direftion of Dr. Anthony Blackwall, from the Colloguies of Cor- 


dery, the Fables of Phadrus, and Garretfon’s Preliminary Exere 
F 2 cifes 
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eifes for making Latin, with the Latin fupplied from the Hermes 
Romanus,—and that the book appears well calculated to anfwer the 


propoted defign. Pj, 
Art. 18. <Analefa Greca Evangelica: for the Ufe of Schools, 
izmo. 3s. bound. Dilly. 1788. 

This little work is of a fimilar kind with the above mentioned, 
Some chapters are here felected from the Greek Gofpels, according 
to the direction of Dr. Blackwall; and appear to be fuited to the 
purpofe : though we rather think that the Greek fcholar fhould pafs 
regularly through the Greek Teftament. -yo 


Art. 19. A Dialogue besvsixt a Mafter and bis Scholar, in which are 
difcuffed the following Subjects; by F. Wragg, Matter of the 
Boarding School, Church Street, Stoke Newington, Middlefex : 
The Impropriety of the external Parade of fome of the Clergy, 
and its Jnconfiltency with the facred Office they aflume—The 
erroneous Ideas that many are too apt to form of an Univerfity 
Education, and the real Advantages there enjoyed by the Stu- 
dent—The Caufe why fome return as ignorant from College as 
when they firlt fet out upon their Studies—A proper Exercife of 
our Reafon in Matters of Religion~Why it ought, in many In- 
flances, to give way to Divine Revelation ; and a Plan laid down 
by which contending Parties in Chriftianity may become more 
reconciled—The Exiftence of the Deity, and his conftant Go- 
vernment of the World, againft the Attacks of Atheifts and In- 
fidels. 1zmo. 1s. 6d. Hookham. 1788. 

If the reader fhould be led, by this long bill of fare, to promife 
himfelf much entertainment or inftreétion, he will be difappointed. 
Had the piece been written with more coherence, correctnefs, and 
elegance, the writer would, with a bettér prace, have inveighed again 
an univerfity education. Kk. 


NEGROE-SLAVERY. 


Art 20. dn Anfwer to the Rev. Mr. Harris’s “* Scriptural Re- 
fearches on the Licitnefs of the Slave-Trade.”? By the Rey. 
W. Hughes, M. A. The fecond Edition. 8vo. 1s. Cadell. 
1788. 

In our Review for June faft, p. 515, we noticed, with approba- 
tion, the tirft edition of Mr. Hughes’s traét; which we are glad to 
fee'hath pafled through the prefs a fecond time. The following is 
the Author’s prefatory advertifement on this occafion: 

‘ When I firft wrote an anfwer to the Reverend Mr. Harris’s Re- 
fearches, I thought it would be fufficient to prove, that the argu- 
ments which he pretended to derive from Scripture, in vindication . 
of the Slave-trade, were fallacious and abfurd, and founded folely on 
mifreprefentation; I therefore took no notice of his data, or of his 
corollaries, which I confidered as of no fort of importance in them- 
felves. Others, however, have thought differently; and, in de- 
ference to their judgments, 'I have now taken a diftin@ notice of 
each of them, without omitting a reply to any argument that I 
conceived could be regarded by any one as of weight enovgh to re- 
quire confutation,’ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hughes appears to have conducted this farther profecution of 
his fabject with the fame judgment and ability which we applauded 
in the former part of his undertaking; and after completng his 
refutation of Mr. Harris’s defence of the practice of Negroe-flavery, 
he takes leave of the reverend and pious refearcher with tartly ad- 
vifing him, ‘ when he writes his next defence of the African Slave- 
trade, to quote fome authority better calculated for the fupport of 
tyranny and injoftice than his Bible.’ 


Art. 21. 4m I not a Man, and a Brother? With all Humility 
addrefled to the Britifh Legiflature. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Payne and 
Son. 1788. 

This writer, who is a zealous advocate for the entire abolition of 
the negroe flave-trade, has added an elaborate tract to the confi- 
derable number of thofe that have appeared on the fame fide of this 
very interefting queftion : in which he has included an dn/wer to 
Mr. Harris’s Scriptural Refearches, commonly Ryled rhe Liverpool 
Pamphlet. Our anonymous Author has taken pains with his fubject, 
in order to evince that negroes are ‘men, that they are capable of 
an idea of civil government, of moral difizGions, of religion, of « 
God, and a future ftate of exifence ; and that as mea, they have an 
abfolute right to life, limb, property, liberty, &c. In brief, his 
production, though it does not contain a great deal that is new, is 
not, on the whole, unworthy of the public attention. 


Law. 


Art. 22. ATreatife on the Law of Mortgages. By John Jofeph Powell, 
Efg. of the Middle Temple, Barrifter at Law. The fecond Edi- 
tion*, revifed and corrected by the Author. 8vo. 6s. Koards, 
Whieldon. 1787. 

The fubje&t of this treatife is of very extenfive concern, as there 
are few eftates in the kingdom, that have not, at one period or other, 
been held in the legal fetters of mortgage. Mr. Powell has, with 
great labour and afliduity, collected and arranged the various deci- 
lions that have paffed in the courts, refpecting this complicated branch 
of jurifprudence.—-This gentleman is likewife the author of the two 
following treatifes. Tou - A. 

Art. 23. dn Effay on the Learning refpeting the Creation and Execution of 
Powers; and alfo refpeéting the Nature and Effect of Leafing Powers ; 
in which the Doétrine and the Judgment delivered by the Court of 
King’s-Bench, in the Cafe of Pugh and the Duke of Leeds, and 
the principal Authorities for and againft it, are confidered, By 
John Jofeph Powell, Efq. Barrifler at Law, of the Inner Temple. 
8vo. 8s. Boards. Whieldon. 1787. 


Art.24. An Effay upon the Learning of Devifes, ftom their Inception by 
Writing, to their Confummation by the Death of the Devifor. By 
John Jofeph Powell, Efq. Barrifter at Law. 8vo. gs. Boards, 
Uriel, Whieldon, &c. 1788. : 

Each of the two foregoing treatifes, on the Execution of Powers, — 
and on the Law of Devifes, involves queftions of nice and intricate 








* The firft edition, which was publifhed in 1785, efcaped our no- 
tice; as have feveral other law. books; but we propofe to difcharge 
this debt, with all convenient fpeed. 
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difcuflion, and they are both materially connected with the law and 
practice of conveyancing ; which the author feems to have made the 
peculiar object of his ftudy. Though of a technical nature, and not 
turnifhing any thing likely to intereit, or entertain, the generality of 
our readers, yet thefe volumes will certainly be deemed of great im. 
portance in THE PROFESSION.  ]* 


Art. 25. Trial in the Court of King’s- Bench, before Lord Kenyon, and 
a Special Fury, between Edward Dodwell, Efg. Plainuff, and 
the Kev. Henry Bate Dudley, Defendant, for Crim. Con. 8vo, 
1s.6d.. Symonds. 1789. 

One of thole recitals which too often occur, to difgrace the annals 
of mankind. 


Art.26 Laws for regulating Bills of Exchange, Ge. By J. Blagrave, 
Notary Public. 1zmo. 1s. Green and Co. 1788. 
A new edition of a ufeful little traét, which we noticed at its fir 
pablication: fee our General Index. 


ARTS, SHORT-HAND WRITING, &e. 


Art.27. An Effay intended to efablife a Standard far an univerfal Syftem 
of Stenography or Short-hand Writing, upon fuch fimple ana ap- 
proved Principles as have never before been offered to the Public; 
whereby ina few Days a Perfon may inftruct himfelf to write Short- 
hand correctly, and by a little Practice cannot fail of taking down 

‘any Difcourte delivered in Public. By Samuel ‘Taylor, many Years 

Proteflor and Teacher of the Science at Oxford, and the Univer- 

dities of Scotland and Ireland. Large 8vo. 11. 1s. Boards. Bell, 

1786. 

To be able expeditioufly and faithfully to write, in legible and 
unequivocal: charaéters, the whole of what pafles in converfation or 
is delivered by a public fpeaker, is the ultimate end of fhort-hand. 
That fyftem, therefore, which accomplifhes thefe purpofes in the 
eafieft and fimpleft manner, muft undoubtedly claim a fuperiority 
over all others. Whether this be the cafe with Mr. Taylor’s fyftem, 
we canuct, from our own experience, affirm; but from its fimilarity 
to other methods, and the eafe with which the words are formed, there 
is no room to queftion batt that, in practice, it will be found every 
way calculated to anfwer the intention. 

Mr. ‘Taylor’s characters, like thofe of many of his predeceffors, are 
fimple ftraight, and crooked, lines: his f, /, 2, r, s, t, are the fame 
as Byrom’sy other letters are Byrom’s changed ; thus Taylor’s & or g 
is Byrom’s #; and Taylor’s m, Byrom’s sor gq; and fome are dit- 
ferent. ‘he method of joining the letters is alfo fimilar. The choice, 
or rather the defignation of the charatters, is not arbitrary, but 
ought to be fuch as will beit anfwer the purpofe of eafy junction, on 
which alone the e«pedition of writing depends: it ison this account 
that writers have adopted many peculiarities, every man’s fancy di- 
recling him to a particular mode; and on this account every prac- 
titioner deems his owa method (very jufily) fuperior to all others. 

Practice, however, is the moit efficntial part, and without a great 
deal of it, we {peak from experience, the beft calculated and moft 
approved fyftem will be found infufficient for any other purpofe than 
for memorandums, or for abbreviations in private writings. 


R......m Arte 
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Art. 28. The Art of making coloured Cryftals to imitate precious Stonese 
Tranflated from the French of Monf. Fontanieu, Member of the 
Royal Academies of Sciences and Architecture. To which are 
added numerous explanatory Notes, and a new Theory of Phlo- 
gifton, Eleétric Fluid, &c. By William Drew, Efg. vo. 2s 
Symonds. 

A prefixed advertifement informs us that the original of this little 
treatife was read by its ingenious author before the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Paris in 1778, and that its having met with much ap- 
probation in France, is a fuflicient apology for its appearance in the 
Englifh language. 

It contains directions for making coloured glafs, merely practical, 
without much {cientific inveftigation. ‘That the operations here de- 
fcribed will produce coloured giafs of various kinds, is beyond a doubt; 
yet in the art of vitrification, fo much depends on the degree and con- 
tinuation of the fire, that it is extremely difficult to produce two 
maffes perfectly alike. M. Fontanieu fays, however, that he has fuc- 
ceeded in making, conftantly and invariably, thefe different compo- 
fitions; and he trufts that whoever accurately follows the proceffes 
which he direéts, will equally fucceed. If praétice confirms this af- 
fertion, his treatife is valuable. 

With refpec&t to Mr. Drew’s new theory of phlogifton, eletric fluid, 
&c. we fhall tranfcribe the whole of what he fays on this head : 

‘ This publication affords me an opportunity of advancing a new 
theory of phlogifton, which explains, in a fatisfaCtory manner, many 
remarkable phenomena attending combutftion and the calcination of 
metals, I maintain that pure phlogifton and elefric fluid are formed 
by a chemical combination of the matter of light, the matter of fire and 
aerial acid in certain proportions—and that light inflammable air is 
formed of the fame elements, but with a larger portion of the matter 
of fre. Thistheory, fupported by experiments and obfervations, and 
applied to the folution of many intricate phenomena of nature, 1 hope 
foon to offer to the world,’ R....-m. 


PoETRY. 


Art. 29. The Poetical Flights of Chriftopher Whirligig, E/q. Cornet 
of Horfe. ato. 1s. 6d. Wilkie. 1788. | 

The maggotty name aflumed by this author, in his title-page, led 
us to expect that MirtxH was now in the humour “ to admit us of 
his crew,” (a favour in which the Jotty Beine does not fo often 
indulge us as we could with); but we were difappointed. Inftead of 
** Quips, and cranks, and wanton wiles,—Nods, and becks, and 
wreathed {miles’’—we have, for the molt part, been amufed with 
lovers complaints of the abfence or crueity of their adorable nymphs,. 
and ** woeful ballads made to their milirefles eyebrows :’”»—and thefe 
not marked with very ftrong traits of poetic genius. ‘he pieces are 
generally written in eafy verfe; but mere ver/e and rhyme do not con- 
ttitute REAL POETRY. The beft performance is that which is. en- 
titled Henry and Dexia; in which the author difcovers more of 
}magination than in the reft of his productions.—If, as we guefs, the 
bard is in his youth, he may, in time, improve. 
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Art. 30. Four Odes, by a Gentleman. 4to. 1s. Baldwin. 1788, 

In thefe odes, which are faid to have been written by a perfon 
lately deceafed, we perceive the traces of an elegant mind; bug 
they have no great fhare of pofitive merit. The following lines 
may be termed pretty : 


To tHe Cuckxow. 
‘ Reclin’d yon glift’ring mead along, 
The primrofe, and the violet, 
The daffodil with drooping head, 
The daify ermin’d, freak’d with jet *, 
The cowflip fprent with dew-drops cold, 
Her wavy mantle fteep’d in gold, 
Shall wreathe for me an od’rous bed 
While the dun Cuckow coos his diltant fong, 


* Untutor’d glad’ner of the grove! 
Refponfive to thy ruftic note 
The lark his matin choral rings, 
The blackbird from the plumb-tree fings, 
And the blithe linnet ftrains his tender throat ; 
Plowman hoarfe approach not nigh, 
Nér milkmaid heedlefs, ruftling by, 
Scare the bleft harmony, 
Nor break the general chain of joy and love!’ | 


In one place we meet with, ‘ Ah, too foon my d/eaching hairs’ —i. ¢, 
hairs which make white, for hairs which grow white : an active inftead 
of a paffive fignification. ‘The fayleindeed is common to other poets, 
Bleachening or whitening is here required; but the former is fome- 
what harfh. | 

Pulchri aliquid feripfifii ? — Amici taceant.—- Aliquid famofi? ~ 
Faceant.—Solum mediocritate liberi loquantur : {ays the Editor’s motto. 
And is it evenfo? Alas, poor genius, tendereft and moft delicate of 
flowers! how then wouldeft thou dwindle, were it not for the foiler- 
ing hand of criticifm, generous, difinterefted criticifm! whofe 
greateft delight is to awaken thy infant buds, by placing them in the 
funthine of public favour, AYP : 


Art. 31. Tbe Fall of the Robillas. An Hiftorical Poem. In Three 
Cantos. 4to. 18. 6d. Symonds, &c. 

The ftory of this poem is pathetic, and the compofition is, in fe- 
veral parts, not without merit; but this merit is often obf{cured by 
profaic and low phrafeology, by harfh numbers and carelefs rhimes. 
Before the Author can claim the praife of corre& poetry, he muft im- 

rove his ear and tafte, till-he cannot bear either to write or read 
uch verfes as the following : 

* The noble beaft came tumbling to the ground, 

And plung’d, and roll’d, and /p/a/o’d the gore around.’ 





* Send the great fword of righteoufnefs abroad 
And o’er the world make thy true 8’liever lord.’ 





_ * Borrowed from Milton’s Lycidas, 
‘ That 
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¢ That future ages from thy works may /eara, 
How fortune favours oft a coward’s arm.’ 





‘ When round thy guilty neck the bow-ftring’s faft, 
Thou, like a throttled cur, foall growl thy latt.’ E 


Art. 32. 4 Poetical Addre/s to the Fafbionable Ladies of Great Britain. 
4to. is. Egertons. 1788. 
A keen, and not ill-written, fatire, on the folly of encouraging 
men to encroach on the proper occupations of females, particularly 
by employments in the fhops of milliners, &c. E.. 


Art. 33. Elegy written on the Author's revifiting the Place of his former 
Refidence. 4to. as. Law, &c. 1788. *~ 
There is a charm in this penfive kind of poetry that always recom- 
mends it to the admirers of nature; and this is the characteriftic of 
the elegy now before us. Here is no artful play of the fancy with 
imaginary beings. Here are no Lares, Penates, orGenii; no Dryads, 
Hamadryads, Nymphs, River Gods, and the reft of that worn-out 
machinery which often renders modern compofitions at once artificial 
and uninterefting. This bard, with the fimplicity which delights 
us in Gray’s Elegy, exprefles his ideas like a man of the world in 
which we live. He fpeaks as we fpeak, and feels as we feel; and 
thus he fails not to intereft us in what has interefted himfelf, The 
following verfes, which will not prove unacceptable to the fentj- 
mental reader, are given as a fair fpecimen of the poem; 


* When the laft ftreaks of flow receding light, 
Above the dufky hills, were faintly feen, 

When the pale glow-worm fhone ferenely bright, 
And gradual darknefs veil’d the rural fcene; 


When Nature’s foftnefs harmoniz’d my mind, 
How was J charm’d my pleafing home to feek ; 
How charm’d congratulating love to find, 
With fweetnefs unaffected, foft and meek. 


How pleas’d amid the dark tempeftuous night, 
When in the howling ftorm returning late, 

To fee my windows fthed the taper’s light, 
And hear the watch-dog barking at the gate, 


Pleas’d to anticipate with fond defire, 

(Whilft all around was dreary, cold, and wild) 
The circling pleafures of the ev’ning fire, 

Where friendfhip met, and love connubial fmil*d, 


There oft around our fportive infants play’d, 
‘There oft we fmil’d their harmlefs arts to fee; 
There oft with fond exchanging looks furvey’d 
The traits of nature undifguis’d and free. 


Then as I faweach young and budding grace, 
** Shall e’er fuch innocence and truth be loft?” 
Icried: (whilft fearful tears bedew’d my face) 
Shall thefe on life’s tempeftuous feas be tof? 


By I fardlake AM. 
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Then would I clafp the infants to my arms, 

And with an anxious parent’s warmth exclaim, 

O fave them, gracious Heav’n, from future harms! 
O fave them from the fenfe of guilty pain!” 


There ‘is an obfcurity in the 4th line of page 10, which we could 
with to fee removed fhould a future edition be called for: 


¢ An incommunicable blifs ye give.’ 


Art. 34. The Tears of Loyalty, or Portrait of a Prince, A Poem, in- 
fcribed to the Prince of Wales. 4to. 1s.6d. Bell. 1789. 
Toward the clofe of this poem, the bard wipes away the tears that 

were excited by the dreadful calamity that hath befallen the Faruer, 
and handfomely pays due refpeé&t to the Son: on whofe virtues and 
amiable qualities he pours the warmeft ftrains of panegyric. ‘Though 
we cannot be equally Javifh of our commendations on this perform- 
ance, yet, to give the unknown writer his due, we really think that, 
on a fubjeét not in itfelf very favourable to the poet, perhaps few of 
the prefent ‘f rhyming race”? would have fucceeded better. 


Art. 35. The Froft, a little Poem, for great Folks. 8vo. 6d, 
Buckland, &c. 17338. 

There is fome poetic merit in this defcriptive poem, but more in its 
defign 5 which was, to prompt the creat and the AFFLUENT, who 
enjoy the onnbenee and bleflings of life, to remember, in feafons of 
natural inclemency, thofe who are in want of not only its conveni- 
encies, but even its neceffaries. We hope the benevolent and fenfible 
author, who ftyles himfelf a Kenti/o Freeholder, has neither written nor 
publithed i in vain. 


Art. 36. 4 Book of truly Chrifian P/alms, Anthems, and a Chant, 
fitting to be joined to all Church Services in the known World; 
and particularly recommended to the Ufe of all Private Families, 
By Lewis Bruen. Chefter: Printed for the Author. 12mo. 15, 
bound. 1738. 

** Sternhold himfelf he out-Srernholded.”” Swirr, 


DRAMATIC. 


Art. 37. Vimonda, a Tragedy, by A. M‘Donald ; performed at the 

Theatre-Royal, Hay-market. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Murray, &c. 1788. 

‘ Beaten by countlefs feet th’ Aonian field, 

Freth walks, and {prings untafted, {carce can yield ; 
But o’er its broad highway poor poets plod, 

In the fame fteps their predeceffors trod.’ 

Poor poets are indeed guilty of the crime here laid to their charge. 
It is eafter for them to trudge on in the turnpike-read of imitation, 
to follow one another like fo many geele ¢rain-trow, than to firike 
out into the devious wilds of invention. 

Mr. M‘Donald flatters himfelf he fhall not rank with this ¢raiz- 
trow tribe. He aims at originality, So Mr. Prologue is infructed 
to fay: 

* Yet to your view to-niglt our bard has eo 
A tale, he hopes, with new adventures fraught 
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Not flolen from Italy, purloin’d from France, 
Founded on legend, ballad, or romance : 

But in fome filenr folitary hour, 

From ‘* airy nothing”? rais’d by Fancy’s power, 
Which in the poet’s b0fom holds the throne, 

And ‘* bodies forth the forms of things unknown.” 


In this he has delivered the truth;—from “ airy nothing” the 
poet has formed a tragedy, and in this tragedy ** bodied forth the 
forms of things unknown. ” But has Mr. Prologue given in evidence 
the whole truth.? No, he has not told the Court, that thefe things 
unknowsa are uxknowable, things that never have been, and never can 
be feen. We allow the Author the merit of invention; but it matt 
be the merit of inventing improbabilities. He fhocks belief, and 


appears to have entirely neglected that rule for dramatic compofition, 


4 

Art. Look before you leap: A Comedy; in one A&. As it was 
sickowe’ with great Applaufe at the Theatre-Royal in the Hay- 
market. ‘T'ranflated from the celebrated La Bonne Mere of De 

Florian. By Horatio Robfon. 8vo. 1s. Harrifon and Co. 1788. 
Scarcely a cock-boat is now launched on the flage, which is not 
built on a French flip. It is no difpraife to fay, that this piece is lefs 
calculated for the clofet than the ftage. The chief merit of a dra- 
matic production 1s its a@ing well. ‘he comedy before us has, we 
are told, been performed with great applaufe; the truth of which we 
find no reafon to call in queftion. It has the merit of brevity. It 
certainly cannot tire. pe 

4 


‘“¢ Fifa voluptatis caufa fint proxima veris.” Hor. NM, : y 


Art. 39. The Child of Nature; a Dramatic Piece, in four A&ts, &c. 
Performing at the Theatre-Royal, Covent-Garden. By Mrs. 
Inchbald. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Robinfons. 1788. 

Not having by us a copy of Zé/ie, the French piece from which 
‘The Child of Nature’ is borrowed, we cannot undertake to 
point out its comparative merit, to fhew where Mrs. Inchbald has 
been indebted to the Marchione/s of Silicry, and where fhe has drawn’ 
feom her own fertile imagination. Our high refpect for the ge- 
nius and abilities of this celebrated French authorefs may incline us 
to confider this piece, as far as it copies the original, to have fuftain- 
ed fome diminution of excellence from its change of language, and 
that a portion of the fpirit may have evaporated in the tranflation. 
But fhou!d this be the cafe, in its Englith difhabille 1 it makes no wa- 
pleaiing figure. ‘Che dialogue is eafy and natu e!, and the drama 
foon Ses gins, and continues to the end, to intereit. Amanthis, the 
Child of Nature, the prominent figure on the canvas, is not ill 
drawn. The fimplicity of her anfwers is natural and pleafing ; but to 

make her co away with a poor miferable father, with whom the neve 

liv ed, tor whom (he could not have nourifhed any paternal affeétion, 

and whom, when he introduces himfelf to her, the fcarcely recol - 

le&s,—to confent, with very little reluctance, to go with him to 
mifery and w retchednefs, at the very moment when the was about to 
be united with the Marguis, the object of her love and warmett affec- 
tens, appears to us entirely out of nature, We think this is a trial 
13 of 
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of filial duty under which the moft amiable and virtuous mind muf 
fuccumb. ov ~¥- 


Art. 40. 4 Key to the Lock: a Comedy; in two Aéts, As it was 
damned at the Theatre-Royal in the Hay-market, Auguft 18, 
1788. 8vo. 1s. Harrifon and Co. 

Fir’d that the houfe 4as damn’d it, ‘‘’Sdeath, [ll print it, 
And fhame the fools.” 

Good Sir, you fhould have confidered, that there is no fhaming 
the Public, nor even that {mall party of it, the audience of a theatre, 
By making this attempt, an author only runs the rifk of adding one 
mortification and difappointment to another. You may print, but 
the furly fovereigns of the pit, and the unficdged ftriplings of the boxes (as 
you call them), will, notwithitanding, perievere in their opinions, and 
the fentence which they have pronounced, whether juft or unjutt, will 
opérate with the general reader. ,To have a favourite piece, which 
hag coit one much pains, called ‘‘ damn’d fluff,” and hiffed off the 
ftage, is vexatious indeed ; but as there is no appeal from thete con- 
cife and arbitrary decifions, it is furely better to bear it with philofophy 
and good-humour ; to fay with Francis I. after the battle of Pavia, 
“© Tout eff perdu bors P bonneur,’’ than to difplay irritability and cha. 
grin from the prefs, which will only ferve to excite the fecret {mile 
of friends, the open ridicule of enemies, and the laugh of the Pub- 
lic at large. 

The Author of * the Key to the Lock’ may in fome degree ex- 
perience the truth of thefe obfervations. The Public will not efpoufe 
his caufe, nor reverfe the cruel fentence. We cannot wonder that 
his play did not fucceed. From whatever fource it was derived, 
we think it merits the fate it has received; and the Author would 
have acted much more prudently, had he /ocked up his Comedy in 
fome private drawer, the ey to which fhould never have been found, 
or have configned it emendaturis ignibus, than to have fent it abroad 
in the world, with the mark of damnation on it. 

Mr. Colman will not think himfelf much obliged to the Au- 
thor for infcribing itto him. The dedication of a condemned play 
is like offering money which no one can be perfuaded to take. pe 





Art. 41. The Dofor and the Apothecary. A Mufical Entertainment, 
in two Acts. As performed at the Theatre-Royal, Drury Lane. 
8vo. is. Dilly. 1788. 

It would be a farce, ferioufly to criticife mufical farces. As ina 
pantomime the groffeft abfurdities are endured for the fake of a few 
brilliant fcenes, {6 in a mofical entertainment, the moft palpable 
violations of probability are overlooked, provided they contribute to 
ufher in a few good fongs. The Author of ‘ the Doétor and the 
Apothecary’ feems to have been thoroughly apprized of this, and 
has therefore taken more pains in the compofition of the airs, than 
in the ftructure of the drama. Some of thefe are pretty, and, when 
well fung, muft produce a good effect, As to the dramatic part, it 
proceeds upon the old ftory:—Parents wifh to marry their daughter 
to an infirm rich old fellow, while the daughter takes the liberty of 
preferring, for her hufband, a young man, with all his five fenfes 
in perfection, The former, who abfurdly attempted, like Mezeo- 
Cus, 
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tius, to tie the living to the dead, are to be difappointed, and the 
young folks are to.conclude their attachment in the vulgar cataftrophe 
‘of a marriage. In a farce, there is not much time to bring this 
about; and, in courfe, things muft be hurried. While the young 
lover is vigilant and artful, the parents muit be made very blind 
and deaf, and the old lover put to fleep. Matters being thus ad- 
jufted, Mifs gets rid of the old fellow with one leg and one eye, and 
‘s foon made happy in the arms of her dear Carlos. To furnith 
a new name to this old bufinefs, the two lovers are the only fon and 
daughter of a Dodfor and Apothecary, who, like the Montagues and 
the Capulets, are mortal enemies to each other, as well as to their 


refpective patients. “pe 
PoLITICAL. 


Art. 42. Confideration on the relative Situation of France and the United 


States of America: fhewing the linportance of the American Revo- 
lution to the Welfare of France; giving alfo an Account of their 
Productions, and the reciprocal Advantages which may be drawn 
from the commercial Connections ; and finally, pointing out the 
actual Situation of the United States. Tranflated from the French 
of Etienne Claviere and J. P. Briffot de Warville. Svo. 6s. 
Boards. Robfon andCo. 1788. 
- A particular account of the original of this work was given in the 
Appendix -to our 76th vol. p. 593. ‘The tranflation is faithfully 
executed, perhaps by the Authors chemfelves, or ander their imme- 
diate infpection ; and fome explanatory notes are added, The work 
abounds with political and commercial knowlege, particularly with 


refpect to the intereits of France. RR... een. 


Art. 4%. Thoughts on the prefent State of the Application for a Repeal 
of the Shop-tax: with Remarks on M. de Lolme’s Obfervations 
on Taxes. 8vo. 1s, Debrett. 1788. 

The Author of this pamphlet inveighs much againft the fhop- 
tax, ufing nearly the fame arguments that have been employed by 
his numerous predeceffors. One of his general remarks is fo juft, 
that we believe no reader will controvert it: 

* While the caufe which is fupported by fophiftry, clamour, or 
party, muft in the end fink under repeated inveftigation, that which 
has truth and found reafoning for its bafis will rife fuperior to mif- 
reprefentation, and the clouds which ignorance or intereft may throw 
around it.’ pe 


Art. 44. 4 foort and impartial Political Review of the Year 1788. 
8vo. is. Hookham. 

An eulogy on the profperity of the nation ; an elegy. on the death 
of the Duke of Rutland; a thankfgiving that the black defigns of 
Margaret Nicholfon failed ; a lamentation for the King’s prefent in- 
difpofition ; a panegyric on the Prince, with a cenfure of thofe 
‘who dare to think themfelves at liberty to pronounce ‘ wright or 
wrong he does,’ with fome abufe of Mr. Pitt :—thefe ‘* notable things’? 
form the contents of this rhapfodical publication. A fingle patch 
out of Harlequin’s coat cannot convey a juft idea of the whole, but 
the following pretty metaphor, p. 18, has many equals in the pam- 
phles, 
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phiet. * In heraldry, a lion is the fupporter of the Britifh arms ig 
life it is the Prince of Wales: and though now he 1s feen fufteria 

the rats of the conftitution to gnaw and vex him, yet fhould the 
teeth of fuch vermin awaken him, he would roufe, to the terror and 
difmay of thofe whole temerity had led them too far.’ Beeveee m. 


Art. 45. Three Letters on the Queftion of the Regency. Addreffed to 
the People of England. By Capel Lofft. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 
Our limits will not permit us to enter minutely into a detail of 

the many juft remarks contained in thetfe letters; we fhall therefore 

only briefly enumerate their contents. In the firil letter, Mr. Lofft 
ives a general ftatement of the queftion, viz. (fuppofing the right 
of Parliament clear and irrefragable) ; ‘ In what manner the power of 

Parliament in conftituting a regency may feem mott expedient to be 

exercifed under all the circumftances.? He then Jays before his 

readers an hiftorical abftraét of all the regencies on record ; and 
points out the diftinctions between hereditary ofice and provitional 
appointment. ‘I'he fecond letter contains fome impartial confidera- 

tions on the doctrine of an hereditary right to the Regency, with a 

comparifon between the arguments ufed by Mr. Pitt ‘and Mr. Fox. 

And the third contains fome farther remarks on precedeats and par- 

liamentary opinions. 

The authorities which Mr. Lofft has quoted in the Letters, are 
given at full length in an Appendix, at the conclufion of which is 
an abitract of the proceedings i in Parliameat fince December 11h, 
1788. De 
Art, 46. An Impartial Review of the prefent great Queftion, Jan. 4, 

1789. 8vo. 15. Debrett. 

From the violence of party-{pirit obfervable in this pamnblet, 
there may be reafon to fufpe& a typographical error in the title, and 
that for Jmpartial, we fhould read Partia/. The affertion which the 
Author makes in the firlt paragraph, that ¢ in contelis of ainbition, 
and ftruggies of political parties, the mind becomes heated, the pal- 
fions inflamed, and reafon overpowered by tumult and agitation,’ is 
fully verified by the exaggerated language in which he fpeake of the 
condudt of Mr. Pitt, ‘ who,’ the Author fays, § with daring ambi. 
tion, tramples on every thing facred in the conftitution, and boldly 
fets the crown on his own head.’ p. 26, 27. De 


Art. 47. 4 Letter to the Right Hon. liam Pitt, on the Re/ridion 
, Of the Regent’s Authority. 8yo. Od. Debrett. 1739. 
Horman * the fecond !—This letter- writer oppotes the refritions 

with {pirit, vehemence, and energy of language; but we cannot 

fay fo much in behalf of his arguments, which, however, deferve to 
be attended to by thofe who are converfant with the fubje&t. On 
fo important a queftion, every voice fhould be heard, 


Art. 48. 4 Dialogue on the Regency. 8vo. 6d. Debrett. 1789. 

Mr. Freeman, 1n a coffee houfe converfation with John Bull, en- 
deavours to convince honeft John (who had for coujlitutionad reajons 
efpoufed the opinion that Parliament ought to appoint the Re- 
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ency), that ‘ Mr. Pitt’s plan is either to weaken the Prince of 
Wales’s government, or elfe to be Regent himfelf.’ This is not the 
leait entertaining of the teacts that have appeared in oppofition to the 
idea of a Regency with reftrictions. Reece-oo my, 


Art. 49. Regency ; and the Ufe and Abufe of the Great Seal: contain- 
ino a correct Lift of all the Regencies fince the Origin of Parlia- 
ments to the prefent Period ; with an Account of the Caufe, Mode 
of Appointment, Limitations and Confequences of each Re- 
gency, &c. &c. Svo. 1s. Ridgway. 1789. 

The chief intention of this pamphlet is, to guard us againft the 
attempts of ‘ corrupt parliaments,’ and ‘ parliamentary cabals,’ for 
the purpofes alluded to in the title-page. Admitting his ixfances to 
be fairly and faithfully extracted from the writers to whom this author 
refers, the little collection which he has here laid before the Public 
may poflibly be found ufeful. 


Art. 50. Detached Hints upon the Quefticn, in its prefent Pofture. 
8vo. 6d. Debrett. 1789. 

Tending to fhew that the Heir Apparent, during the King’s inca- 

pacity, and no longer, has a pre-eminent claim to the full exercife 

of the royal authority. ‘R......m. 


Art. 51. Reflections on the Cafe of a Regency. By a Gentleman of 
Lincoln’s Inn. 8vo. 1s. Gd. Ridgway. 1789. 

After recapitulating the proccedings in Parliament, this Writer 
examines the feveral precedents that have been mentioned, and con- 
cludes his pamphlet with afferting the right of the Prince, and pro- 
pofing nine queitions for the confideration of the people. 

This Gentleman of Lincoln’s Inn is not the firft lawyer who has 
propofed queftions that are, if not totally foreign to prefent exigen- 
cies, at leaft fuch as have a tendency to withdraw the attention of 
the people from fuch material points as merit their utmolt confidera- 
tion. What, for inftance, is the intention of his laft queftion, 
‘ Whether it is fafeft for the people to adhere to the old conftitution, 
or to make a new one, on the occafion of the King’s illnefs?? His 
opponents, if he fhould have any, might afk him in turn, Who, on 
the occafion of the King’s illnefs, endeavours to make a new confti- 
tution ? pp 


Art. 52. Thoughts on the prefent Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons. 
8vo. 1s. Debrett. : é 

This Author thinks, that nothing lefs than the contefts of party, 
and the ftruggles of ambitious ftatefmen, could for a moment ob- 
fcure fo plain a truth, as the fimple and obvious mode of reftoring 
the conftitutional government to its full vigour, by addrefiing the 
Prince of Wales, and calling on him to exercise the regal authority in 
the name of his father. He offers this Opinion, after having fignie 
fied his difapprobation of the parliamentary difcuffion of right. ‘The 
idea confutes itfelf. If Parliament have the power to call the Pfince 
to the exercife of regal authority, they are doubtlefs at liberty to de- 
bate whether fuch a ftep is expedient, and to reftrit their dele- 
gated power in the manner which they, as our national reprefenta- 


tives, bef approve. ° 
D: Art. 
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Art. 53. The Debate om the SubjeG of a Regency, in the Houfe of Comps 
mons, Dec. 16, 1788. Containing the Speeches of Mr. Pitt, Mr, 
Fox, &c &c. With a correct Litt of the Divifion thereon. vo, 
2s. 6d. Stockdale. 

The title fufficiently explains the contents of this pamphlet ; which 
ought not to be overlooked by thofe who make collections of this 
kind. 


Art. 54. The Powers of a Regent conftitutionally confidered. 8v0. 1s. 
Faulder. 

‘The Author principally objects to any reftrictions being laid on the 
Regent. He more efpecially confines himfelf to the maintenance of 
the Regent’s prerogative of creating peers, and of diflolving the par. 
liament. His language is nervous, but for his arguments, let his 
readers decide. R..-.-.m. 


Art. 55. Whig and no Whig. A political Paradix. 8vo. 15. 
Stalker. 1789. 

A whimfical dialogue between William and Charles, in which the 
Jatcer ts doubtful whether the former is, or is not, a Whig. Wil- 
liam’s principles are fometimes combated by Charles, who feems to 
have the wortt of the argument. De 


Art. 56. 4 folemn Appeal to the Citizens of Great Britain and Ireland, 
on the prefent Emergency, 8vo. 28. Stockdale. 

This performance is evidently the production of a writer who pof- 
feffes a very confiderable fhare of hiftorical and political knowlege. 

He fets out with feveral obfervations, intended to fhew, that 
where the fpirit of unbridled freedom prevails, and where the peopleé 
are accuftomed to hear the nature of liberty difcuffed, a fet of defpe- 
rate men, afpiring after power which their principles do not deferve, 
or hungry for bread, from which their debts have almoft precluded 
them, may blow up the flame of difcord when it is leaft expected, 
and embroil in civil confefions and animofities, a community which 
but a moment before was in peaceable and happy circumftances. 
He proceeds with enumerating the examples which ancient and 
modern hiftory afford of the truth of his remarks ; and, fpeaking of 
our own times, he fays, 

‘ Let us not, therefore, be fo blind, fo very much flaves to our 
own prejudices, as to fuppofe that ruin, or at leait diftra€tion, may 
not enfue from men of an unreftained ambition, becaufe they call 
themfelves the men and friends of the people.’ 

He applies to the prefent time what the hiftorian applied to the 
manners of the Roman republic; and fhews how far Salluft’s charae- 
ters of the confpirators agree with feveral perfons who now, in our 
own country, employ much of the public attention. 

The author next defcribes Mr. Pitt, whofe charaéter, finifhed iz 
the richeft colours, is contrafted with that of his great opponent. 

As the prefent fituation of affairs renders the times fit for the exe- 
cution of ambitious views, the author exhorts his fellow-citizens td 
beware of the mifchiefs which maft neceffarily follow the admiflion 
of factious and profligate men into power. 

The warmth and energy of his expreflion, which his zéal only 
feems to have infpired, has produced many harfh refteGtions on thé 

12 prefent 















ich 


the 


are 


the 
ile 





Montuity Cararocur, Medical. 81 


prefent leading members of oppofition, and the higheft panegyric 
on the minifter. On the whole, however, he writes like a fcholar, 


and a gentleman. R......m- 


Art. 57. Advice humbly offered to the Prince of Wales. By a well- 
meaning Briton yar 6d. Hookham. 1789. 

The main object of this ewell-meant letter is, to fuggeft to his 
Royal Highnefs the propriety and prudence of ftrictly obferving the 
maxim f2ftina lente, in his condué, when Regent, toward his fa- 
ther’s confidential fervants and friends, and not to hurry them pre- 
cipitately out of place, in order to make room for thofe who may be 
too eager to fucceed them.—The advice is good, well enforced by 
judicious arguments, and delivered in plain language, but not in 
cerms too familiar for the royal ear to which it is addreffed, 


Art. 58. The Royal Dialogue between the P. of W. and the Right 
Hon. C. J. F. 8vo. as. 6d. Stalker, 1789. 
Low abufe of the charaters alluded to by the initials inferted in 


the title- page. 
MEDICAL, 


Art. 59. An Attempt to afcertain the Caufes of the K—’s prefent Illne/s; 
with a new Method of treating it, applicable to all who fuffer in 
like Manner; moft hombly recommended, by a dutiful Subjeét. 
4to. 1s. Robfon and Co. 

The anonymous author of this well-meant attempt, attributes the 
K—’s illnefs to exceflive exercife and extreme temperance. His 
reafonings on the fubject, as well as his ftyle, are not, throughout, fo 
correct as might be expefted from a {cientific writer; but his defign 
feems to proceed from a fincere wifh for the fpeedy recovery of his So- 
vereign. The method of care which he recommends, is fuch as the 
hypothefis certainly indicates. ‘The maxim that omne nimium nocet is 
incontrovertible, and in the prefent cafe, the nimium or nimia with 
refpect to the body are eafily afcertained: but it is not allowable to 


‘ aflert that all mental derangements can be referred to corporeal or 


animal exceffes. Experience daily fhews them to be folely produced 
by the violence of certain paffions; and the bodily derangements 
which are concomitant, are frequently the effect of the difeafed mind. 
The inveftigation of the caufes of difeafes is, in general, moft intri- 
cate and difficult, but more efpecially fo in thofe cafes where the 
mind is difordered ; which require the moft minute attention to every 
fymptom, and the moft accurate comparifon of every circumftance. 
Nad the prefent writer feen the patient, the caufe of whofe difeafe he 
attempts to explain, he might have been better qualified for the in- 
veftipation. 


Art. 60. 4 Differtation on the Influence of the Paffions upon the Dif- 

_ orders of the Body. By William Falconer, M. D. F.R.S. Being 
the Effay to which the Fothergillian Medal was adjudged. 8vo. 

_ 3.8 Boards. Dilly. 1788. 

_In our account of the Memoirs of the Medical Society *, we men- 

tioned the inftitution of the Fothergillian medal, and faid that it 

* See Rev. voli.ixxvi.! p. 358. 

Rev, Jan, i720. ; ties 





; ee m- 





= + = gee = J 
ee ee 



















§2 Montuiy CaTaLocue, Mifcellaneous. 


was adjudged to Dr. Falconer, of Bath, for his anfwer to the quef. 
tion—What difeafes may be mitigated or cured by exciting particular 
affeétions or paffions of the mind? The Differtation is now before 
the Public, who, by its perufal, muft be convinced that the medal 
was not unworthily beftowed. Of its comparative merit with re. 
fpect to the performances of his competitors, if there were any, it is 
impoflible for us to {peak, as they are not publifhed. 

Before Dr. Falconer offers any arguments on the queftion, he 
mentions fome general laws by which the human conftitution feems 
to be conducted ; and defcribes the apparent effets of the paffions 
on the frame and conftitution. Having thus eftablifhed a general ° 
fyftem, he proceeds to apply what he has advanced, to particular 
difeafes. 

He acknowledges that many difficulties muft occur in the manage. 
ment of thofe precarious and nice inftruments, the paflions ; he has, 
neverthelefs, given an excellent view of their effects on the corpo- 
real and vital fyftems ; and has fhewn his intimate acquaintance with 
the beft writers on metaphyfics and medicine. : 


MiIscELLANEOUS. 


Art. 61. The prefent State of Nova Scotia: With a brief Account 
of Canada, and the Britifh Iflands on the Coaft of North America. 
The Second Edition, corrected and enlarged, and illuftrated with 
a Map. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Edinburgh, Creech; London, 
Cadell, &c. 1757. 
The lofs which Great Britain fuftained, in the difmemberment of. 

her empire, by the feparation of her American colonies, feems to 

be, in a very confiderable degree, compenfated by the flourifhing 
ftate of what remains of her former poffeflions in that part of the 
world.— According to all accounts, as well as to the reprefentations 

contained in the volume before us, Canada, and Nova Scotia, &c.. 

bid fair to recompenfe us, in time, for all the damage that we have. 

fuftained by the defection of thofe provinces which now conftitute 
the United States, 

The account here given of the rapid growth of the infant fettle- 
ment of Nova Scotia, efpecially fince the termination of the war 
with our late colonifts, is really aftonifhing ; and leaves us no room 
to doubt the very great advantages which will, in all human pro- 
bability, accrue to the mother country, from the welfare and pro- 
fperity of this her youngeft child. 

Of Canada, Newfoundland, Cape Breton, St. John’s, &c. the 
accounts here. given muft, undoubtedly, be very acceptable to the 
public; but, as we have already laid before our readers a review. of 
this work, from the. firft edition *, it is unneceflary for us to enlarge 
the prefent article, farther than, briefly, to obferve, that this /econd 
edition has received confiderable improvements ; particularly a large, 
and, to all appearance, accurate map of North America, including, 
not only the Britith colonies, as now limited and defined, but alfo 
the territories of the United States. 


a 





* See Rev.vol. Ixxv~ p. 282. 
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Att. 62. The Flowers of modern Travels; being elegant and in- 
ftruétive Extraéts from the Works of the moft celebrated Trave!- 
lers. Intended chiefly for Young People. By the Rev. John 
Adams, A. M. 12mo, 2 Vols. 6s. fewed. Kearfley. 1788. 
Mr. Adams has made a very entertaining felection from the books 

that have been publifhed within our own memory, by travellers of 
different countries ; as Lord Lyttelton, Sir W. Hamilton, Baron de 
Tott, Dr. Moore, Dr. Von Troil, Mefirs. Brydone, Coxe, Wrax- 
all, Savary, Swinburne, Lady M. W. Montagu, &c. ‘The works, 
at large, of all thefe writers, have been reviewed by us in the courfe 
of our undertaking ; and we think that Mr. Adams hath judicioufly 
extracted the moft proper paflages for a mifcellany of this kind ; 
which, to young readers, who are fond of perufing books of authentic 
travels, cannot fail of furnifhing the moft profitable and innocent 
amufement. 


Art. 63. Mrs. Stewart’s Cafe, written by Herfelf, and refpectfuily 
fubmitted to the enlightened Past of the Public: including 
her Letter to Lord Rawdon. to. 1s. 6d. Kerby, &c. 
1788. 

This Lady fets forth, that fhe is ‘ lineally defcended from Gra- 
ham Earls of Monteith *, and Stewart, Earls of Galloway, whofe 
common anceftor and mine was Alexander the Sixth, Lord High Ste- 
ward of Scotland, father to Robert the Second, firlt monarch of the 
name of Stewart.’—She farther ftates, that fhe is in great poverty 
and diftrefs; that Lord Rawdon has, on her application, contributed 
feveral times to her relief; but that, of late, he has not only difconti- 
nued his bounty, but has alfo been inftramental in preventing others 
from relieving her. She, therefore, now publicly addreffes, and re- 
proaches, his Lordfhip, in the ftyle of a remonftrant, and with all the 
hauteur and dignity of high defcent and family pride,—increafed rather 
than humbled by adverfity.—-It fhould feem, however, as if Lord R, 
had received fome conviction that Mrs. S. had impofed on him, and 
that he no longer confidered her as a proper object of his benevolence: 
and that he really thinks fo, we are thoroughly convinced from 
circumftances mentioned in her own account. Befide which, we 
have obferved a letter, figned Justice, printed in the Morning 
Poit of January 9, 1789, and addreffed *‘ To Mrs. Marcaret Ca- 
ROLINE Rupp, alias Stewart.” Now, if our high-fpirited au- 
thorefs be really the celebrated Mrs. Rudd, formerly affociated with 
the unfortunate Perreaus, we can no longer be ata lofs to account for 
the change in Lord R.’s conduct to-vard her. 





* * This Peerage is now dormant, by the failure of male heirs. 
The coheirefs daughters were Mary and Helen. Mrs. Stewart is the 
grand-daughter of Mary, the elder; and Lord Rawdon is the great 
grandfon of Helen, the younger. Mary married her coufin, Walter 
Graham of Gartur, firft cadet of the Monteith family ; and Helen 
married Sir James Rawdon: confequently, Mrs. Stewart and Lord 
Rawdon are prefumptive claimants to this dormant peerage.’ 

Mrs. Stewart’s mote. 
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Art.64. 4 Statement of Fas, occafional of, and relative to, the 
Jate Difturbances at the Theatre Royal, Edinburgh. By James 
Fennel. 8vo. 1s. Bell. 1788. 

Mr, Fennel appeared, fome time ago, as a young actor, under a 
feigned name, at one of our London theatres, and was not wholl 
unfuccefsful. Removing to Edinburgh, he there, in July lait, per- 
formed fome capital characters; but had the misfortune to incur the 
difpleafure of certain perfons, who, forming a party againit him, 
excited difturbances in the play-houfe; till, at laft, the manager was 
threatened with unpleafant confequences, which he could only pre- 
vent by difcharging Mr. Fennel. The final refule was, that Mr, 
F. who had too much fpirit to fubmit to fuch treatment as appeared 
to him both opprefiive and unjuft, hath bidden a final adieu to the 
ftace ; but hath, at the fame time, thought it expedient to publih 
this narrative of the whole tranfaction ; and, as far as qe, at this 
diftance, can pretend to judge of his conduct, he appears to have 
been arbitrarily and cruelly treated. Formerly our players ftyled 
themfelves ** His Majefty’s Servants ;”’ but it has appeared, from fe- 
veral inftances, at different periods of ttage-hiftory, that they are 


the faves of the Audience. We are forry for it! Does it feem 


reafonable, or juft, that any clafs of people among us, fhould for- 
feit their natural rights and privileges, as Frere Brirons, merely 
becaufe they employ their talents in contributing to our rational 
amufement ? 


Art. 65. Od/ervations om the three laff Volumes of the Roman Hiftory, 
by Edward Gibbon, Efq. 12zmo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 1788. 

* This anonymous Obferver criticifles Mr. Gibbon’s work with fe- 

verity, but not without fome degree of candour, Many of his 

ftrictures are undoubtedly jut; though a few of them have rather 
an appearance of illiberaiity. He charges the celebrated writer 
with a want of that /ucidzs ordo which diftinguifhes the hiftorian 
from the mere relator of facts; with a want of perfpicuity of Jan- 
guage, and a neglect of grammatical accuracy ; with the unneceffary 
and wanton introduction of indecent and profane paflages ; and even 
with a difplay of ridiculous buffoonery, more worthy of a je{t-book 
than of ferious hiftory. In fome inftances, thefe charges are pret- 
ty well fupported; in others, we think the obje‘tions are frivolous 
and trifling. He allows, however, the genius and abilities of Mr. 

Gibbon: ef which, he exprefsly affirms, ‘ there can be but one 

opinion.’ 

Art. 66. The Naval Atalaatis: or, a Difplay of the Characters of 
fuch Flag Officers as were diiinguithed during the laft War. By 
Nauticus Junior. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Ridgway. 1788. 
Nauticus Junior is much diflatisfied with the condua& of the noble 

Lord late at the head of the Admiralty board. He particularly ac- 

cufes him of partiality in the late promotion of officers; and he has 

accordingly pourtrayed the characters of thofe who are advanced to 
the pinnacle of naval ambition. It is wholly impoffible for us to 

{peak to the feveral maritime fads which are here brought forward to 

the public view. Profeflional men can alone determine on them; 

and. yet profeffional men are {carcely to be truited ; they cannot 
im 11 voli 

















+eft themfelves of prejudices: for in the work before us, which pre- 
tends to the ftricteit impartiality, we find opinion continually ob- 
truding itfelf, and fporting with the reputation of thofe who have 
unfortunately given offence to the Author; while, on the other 
hand, he is equally fulfome in commendation of his favourites and 
friends. In a word, we cannot better charatterize the prefent 
Writer than in the language of Dryden : 


«« Railing and praifing are his ufual themes, 
And both (to fhew his judgment) in extremes: 
So over-violent or over-civil, 


That every one, with him, is god or devil.” AB. 


Art. 67. CharaG@eriftic Anecdotes, &c. of Frederic 1. late King of 
Prufia. With Explanatory Notes and Obfervations, by B. H. 
La Trobe. 8vo. 6s. Boards, Stockdale. 1788. 

We agree with Mr. La Trobe that the Anecdotes with which he 
has here prefented the world, are charaeriftic of the great Prince 
with whom he has made us intimately acquainted. His readers will 
be willing to allow the author of the pretent publication no incon- 
fiderable portion of praife for having related in an agreeable manner 
the moft important and the moft intereiting circumitances in the life 
ef the King of Praffia; and for having in his notes given that in- 
formation which ably illu‘rates the nature of the Pruflian govern- 
ment, and thereby difpels the obfcurity in which many of the tranf- 
actions would otherwife be involved. ‘This work is compiled from 
one of much greater bulk, written originally in the German lan- 
guage; and the felection of Anecdotes contained in it does credit to 
the judgment of the editor. We have perufed the book with fatif- 
faction, and moft willingly recommend it to the attention of “Ss 


Art. 68. Anecdotes and Chara&eriftics of Frederic the Great, late King 
of Prujia: {elected and tranflated from eight original Volumes in 
the German language. By F. A. W. 1i2mo. 2 Vols. 6s. 
fewed. Richardfon, &c. 1788. 

Jt is out of our power to give fo great a degree of praife to the pre- 
fent as to the preceding publication, becaule, from !ts perufal, we 
have derived neither the fame pleafure, nor equal information, This 
work, like the former, is a compilation from other books on the fame 
fubject ; but lefs judgment is fhewn in the felection, and there is an 
inferiority in the manner of relating the fayings and the actions of 
the great Frederic. When we turned over the Jaft page of the former 
work, we felt a fenfible regret; to read the prefent volumes was a 


tefk. DP? 


Art. 69. The Speech of M. Necker, Dire&tor General of the Finances, at 
the Meeting of the Atiembly of the Notables, held at Verfailles, 
Nov. 6, 1788. To which is added, the King’s and the Keeper’s 
Speeches. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 

An aflembly of the Notables having been called, preparatory to 
that of the States General, to fettle the formation and mode of af- 
fembling the different orders of which it is to be compofed, under 
the various alterations that have taken place fince their lait convoca- 
won in 16145; M, Necker explains the points fubmitted to their de- 

G 3 _ liberation, 
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liberation, with great clearnefs and precifion. From the novelty of 
a popular aflembly in France, compofed of deputies from the dif- 
ferent orders of the nation, reluctantly called together, after an in. 
terval of nearly two centuries, in an age when the rights of human 
nature are fo well underftood ; and efpecially after that government 
has taken fo recent and active a part in favour of American liber. 
ty; we are juftified in forming high expectations. N. 


Art. 70. The Beauties of Roufiau, feleed by a Lady. 12mo. 2 Vols, 
ss. fewed. Hookham. 1788. 

The lady * to whom we are obliged for this agreeable and moral 
fejeétion, had rio occafion, in this inftance, to plead her fex, in or- 
‘der to obtain the indulgence of the public. Her merit entitles her 
to their approbation and encouragement. She has fhewn much judg- 
ment in the fele&tion, and faithfulnefs in the tranflation of the va- 
rious paflages which compofe thefe volumes. §.K. 


Art. 71. Vacunzalia: Confiting of Effaysin Verfe, on various Sub- 
je&is; with fome Tranflations. By the Rev. Edward Davies, 
Lecturerof Sodbury. Svo. 4s. fewed. Robinfons. 1788. 
As far as natural conceptions, eafy diction, harmonious verfifica- 

tion, and moderate powers of deicription, can go toward forming the 
poet, this writer has fome claim to the appellation. His pieces be- 
ing chiefly of the paftoral kind, great originality will not be ex- 
pected by thofe who are ienfible of the narrow limits of this {pecies 
of poetry. 

Aimong the pieces contained in this volume, are a tolerably fuc- 
ceistul verfification of the Yemora of Ofian; an Ode to the Mufe, 
which, in language, is a pretty clofe imitation of Milton’s J/ Pen. 
feroja; and an original de{cription of the Comforts of a Jail. Mr, 
Davies, however, is not deititute of defcriptive powers. B 


Art. 72. Report from the Committee appointed to examine the Phyfici- 
ans who have attended his Majefty, during bis Illnefs, touching the 
the prefent State of his Majeity’s Health. 8vo. 3s. Stockdale. 
Another Edition of te Jame Report, printed ona fmaller Letter, but 
containing the fame Matter, 8vo. 1s. 6d. 

Our readers will not expect that we fhould review this publica- 
tion. ‘They will be fatisfied if we inform them, that it appears to 
be an exact copy of the account printed in folio, by authority. 
Two or three other editions, publifhed by different bookfellers, have 
appeared; but we had not feen them, at the time when we were 
obliged to tran{mir this little article to the prefs. 


Art. 73. Arabian Letters, from Abdalla, a Native of Arabia, to his 
Friend at Moca. 1zmo. 2s. Bladon. 1788. 

** Rei boue vel veftigia dele@ant’’ is the Author’s motto. With 
the truth of the fentiment we agree, but we cannot difcover what 
connection it has with the prefent performance, in which we fee little, 
if any thing, worthy of publication. It is out of our power to fele& 
any part of this thread-bare, worn-out mode of fictitious correfpond- 


— 





—— 


* In her preface, fhe informs us that her name is Eliza Robarts. 
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ence, that would prove (to the Author) a /etter of recommendation to 


the public. SR : 


Art.74. 4 Tour to the Ife of Love; written by the Author of The Cafiayg poole | 


na, &c. r2mo0. -2s. ‘Chornton, in Southampton Street. 1788. 

We are informed, in the preface, that the prefent work was pro- 
duced by the Author on a moft diftrefling occafion,—the death of 
his friend’s wife. ‘The circumftance that rendered this event lefs to- 
lerable, was, that it was fudden and unexpected, and took place but a 
very few months after their union. 

Inftead of its being a melancholy recital of the feelings of the huf- 
band after this misfortune, as we were prepared to expect, it proves au 
ingenious account of the hopes and the fears which alternately occu- 

ied the mind of the lover, and the various ftages through which ke 
pafled before he obtained the undivided affections of his mittrefs. 
This writer has made an happy ufe of allegory and perfonification, 
by the affiftance of which figures, he has rendered his work not a lit- 
tle entertaining. The verfes, which are interf{perfed in the courfe of 
the narrative, are fo fprightly and eafy, as to induce us to with that 
the whole had been poetical. We think, in this way of treating it, 
the fubjeét would have been capable of receiving embellifhments 
that would, indeed, be improper in its prefent mixed and motley 
form. For our account of ¢he Cafiina, fee Review, vol. ]xxvi. p. 178. 


Art. 75. Catalogue of Five Hundred celebrated * Authors of Great 
Britain, now living ; the whole arranged in Alphabetical Order ; 
and including a complete Lift of their Publications, with occa.. 
fional Striftures, and Anecdotes of their Lives. 8vo. 5s. Boards, 
Faulder. 1788. 

Had this defign been ably executed, it is probable that the work 
would have been well received ; but fuch crude and imperfeét fketches 
as thefe, ought not to have been obtruded onthe public. Some of 
the anecdotes, however, are confiderably fuperior to the majority of 
thofe xothings that make up the bulk of the volume: which, more- 
over, feems to contain as many miftakes as there are articles : and per- 
haps the omiffions are not fewer in number. Should the Author 
think of publifhing another edition, he ought to take a great deal 
more pains than he appears to have done in compiling this: efpe- 
cially in the grand article of ixformation. 


NoveELs. 


Art. 76. The Penitent Proftitute: or, the Hiftory of Mifs Julia Frank ; 
written by herfelf. 1zmo. 2s.6d. Scatcherd and Co. 1788. 


In this fhort narrative, which, whether real or fictitious, is natu- 
rally told, there is enough to give any female mind, capable of rea- 
foning to confequences, fufficient caution againit the firit deviations 
from moral rectitude: the only misfortune is, that in doing wrong, 
we oftener act from the impulfe of the moment than from reflection ; 


eee 





* As to celebrity, we muft remark, that many of the authors in- 
troduced into this work, are people whole names were fearcely ever 


before heard of. 
when 


Montuiy CaTarocue, Novels. 87 


oO 




























- na Ni 0, minal 





88 Montury CaTaLocur, Neuer 


when from the latter, the heart muft be radically bad. Mifs Julia 
Frank defcribes herfelf as the undutiful daughter of a northern cler. 
gyman, who ran away with an officer; and after the ufual vicify. 
tudes in fuch cafes, was reduced to walk the ftreets of London for 
fubfiftence. Here fhe was at length picked up by her own bro. 
ther; to whom making herfelf known, he took her back; and her 
parents having died of grief for her condutt, fhe was placed under 
the proteétion of a fifter who was comfortably married. 

Though the fubjeét of this tale may not be the moft delicate top 
put into a young lady’s hand, a novel-reading lady may perufe it 
with more profit than many of thofe thag exhibit vices in too favour. 
able a point of view. 


Art. 77. The Exile; or Memoirs of the Count de Cronftade. By 
Clara Reeve. 1fMf0. 3 Vols. os. fewed. Hookham. 1783. 
An interefting and wellconduced ftory. The fatal effeéts of 

indulging the tender paflions, at the expence of reafon, and in op- 

ofition to every worldly confideration and advantage, are fet in a 
particularly ftrikiug point of view. The principal incidents appeag 

to be borrowed from a novel of the juftly admired M. D’ Arnaud. A} 


Art. 78. Sophia; or, the embarrafled Wife, &c. 1zmo. 2 Vols 
| s. fewed. Allen. 1788. 
Noli me tangere: ‘Touch me not—I hall be nothing the better for 


handling. Criticifm, too, fhould be otherwife employzd. DY 
Art. 79. The Adventures of a Watch. 1zmo. 38. fewed. Kearfley, 
1788. 


Finding it impoffible to convey to our Readers any idea of this very 
clumfy piece of workmanfhip, we take the liberty of prefenting them 
with the repetition of a well-known anecdote:—A fcribbling French 
Abbé being afked by Count d’Argenfon, why he had publifhed a certain 
book which had given offence, attempted to juftify himfelf by the 
following anfwer,—Monfeur, il faut que je vive. On which the 
Count immediately obferved,— ‘Fe n’en vois pas la necefité*, 

The Writer of the work before us, having a fimilar queftion put to 
him, would probably make a fimilar kind of reply. Suppofing this 
to be really the cafe, we will not be fo cruel as to adopt the rejoinder 
of the witty Frenchman, but rather fay to him, in the {pirit of 
Chriftian charity, Live and mend. | De 


Art. 80. The Twin Sifters; or the Effects of Education. A Novel. 
t ByaLady. 12mo. 3 Vols. gs. fewed. Hookham. 1788. 

* The produétion of fome young woman frefh from the perufal of 
Pamela, and Clariffa. ‘There is a good deal of fancy, and many in- 
dications of real abilities both in the conduét of the fable and in the 
drawing of the characters. We are forry to obferve, however, the 
little atcention which is paid to the fentiment and the expreffion. 
e.g: 

| What the devil’s become of you? Did you break your neck on 
your way to town?’ fays one of the heroes in his letter to another :— 
A mighty curious queftion ! 





* See our lait Appendix, in D’Alembert’s article. 
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¢ Such a pair of angels [ never beheld ! their perfons are exa@ly 
the fame fine height and proportion, and their features greatly re- 

mble.? 

- ‘ [ have perfuaded Mrs. Townley that a hufband’s being afhamed 
of his affe€tion for a beautiful wife, is a tar greater crime than total 
blindnets.’ 

We knew not, till now, that S/indue/s is a crime. We always con- 
fidered it as a misfortune, a calamity. ‘* But thus do men grow 
wifer every day,”’ as Touchftone fays ; and ‘* wife men,” as Solomon 
obferveth, ‘‘ lay up knowledge.” 

To be ferious. The foregoing errors (and fundry of a fimilar 
kind are to be found in the book) appear to have arifen either from 
too great hurry in writing, or a want of knowlege of the rules of 
compofition. Why will not the youthful writer fubmit to the cor- 
rections of a judicious friend? Or if that be confidered as too de- 
grading and mortifying a circumftance, why will not fuch perfon be 
deliberate in challenging the world’s opinion? Why not proceed 
with caution? Why not itudy, in fhort, the art of ai/creetly blotting*, 
an art fo very necefiary, fo very efiential to the candidate for fame 2?» 
As the work is to be continued, we hope to fee this matter attended 
to. Of adventures ** broke off in the middle”’ we cannot be expeéted 


t0 give an account. De 
THEOLOGY. 


Art. 81. Letters addreffzd to a young Gentleman, who had early imbibed 
the Principles of Infidelity. Dedicated to the molt virtuous young 
Man in the Kingdom. 8vo. 1s. Matthews, &c. 1788. | 
This writer might have faved himfelf much trouble, by referring 

his young friend to treatifes'in defence of Revelation, which would 

have given him more information and fuller fatisfa¢tion, than he 
would find in thefe Letters. ‘The Author has not faid, who this mof 

virtuous young man in the kingdom ts. E. 


Art. $2. Confiderations on ancient and modern Creeds; the Supremacy o 
the Father; the perfonal Exiftence of the Holy Ghoft; the Pre- 
exiltence of Chriit, and his Divinity, &c. By the late Henry 
‘Taylor, A. M. Reétor of Crawley, and Vicar of Portfmouth, in 
Hants; Author of Ben Mordecai’s Apology for embracing Chrifti- 
anitye Publifhed by his Son Henry Taylor, LL. B. Reétor of 
Spridlington in Lincolnfhire. With a Treatife on the Exiftence, 
Im materiality, and Immortality of the Soul, proving the fame from 
fe'f-evident Principies. By — », Efq. 8vo. fs. 
Boards. Dilly, &c. 1788. 

This pofthumous publication fupports at large the doétrine which 
the Author had mentioned in his former writings, concerning the 
Divine nature, and the perfon of Chrift. He expofes the infuperable 
embarrafiment under which the Triniarian labours, while he attempts 
to avoid Polytheifm on the one hand, and Sabellianifm on the other. 
He reprefents the divinity of Chrift as fignifying dominion received 
from the Father, and therefore not implying equality; and afferts 


——— 











* «* Authors lofe half the praife they would have got, 
Were at but known what they difcreetly blot.” 


that 


—-—" 













—— - 


A a At tt tm tilled 


























9° MonTHiy Catatocur, Theology. 


that Chrift is trve God, as poifeffed of derived dominion, but not sy. 
PREME God, becaufe not poflefied of fupreme dominion. In fup 

of the doétrines of the pre-exiftence of Chrift, and the per condi of 
the Holy Gholt, he enters into a critical examination of many texts 
of Scripture, in order to thew, that the Socinian interpretation of them 
is forced and unfatisfactory. 

The writer of the fhort treatife on the Soul, annexed to this work, 
maintains that the confcioufnefs of exiftence neceffarily includes the 
confcioufnefs of unity, individuality, permanent identity, and a 
power of beginning motion; properties of which matter 1s deftitute; 
and hence he infers the immateriality and immortality of the foul. 

Mr. Taylor’s is a learned and ingenious performance, which de. 
ferves the attention of thofe who are engaged in theological inquiries; 
but we very much doubt, whether either the ‘Trinitarians or the So, 
cinians will acknowledge that the Author has overturned their re- 
{pective fyftems. Different perfons fet out on thefe inquiries with 
fich different principles, view the fubject under fuch different afpedts, 
and find fo many plaufible arguments for their refpective interpreta. 
tions of Scripture, that we have little reafon to hope that this contro- 
verfy will ever terminate in unity of faith. ¥E. 


Art. 83, 4a Effay on the Folly of Scepticifa; the Abfurdity of dogma. 
tizing on religious Subjedts: ; and the proper Medium to be obferved 
between thefe two Extremes. By W. L. Brown, D. D. Minifter 
of the Englifh Church at Utrecht. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Murray. 1788, 
This effay obtained the gold medal of the Teylerian Society at 

Haarlem in 1786, and was originally printed in the Memoirs of that 

Society. As we have given an ample account of it in the Appendix 

toour 77th volume, page 571. we fhall only congratulate our coun- 

trymen. that, by its being feparately publifhed, they have the oppor- 
tunity of eafily procuring a truly ingenious and inftructive ~~ 
ft. 


Art. 84. 4 Letter on the Sonfoip of Chrift, originally addreffe 
fome of the Members of the Baptilt Church at Edinburgh. By 
Archibald M‘Lean, 1zmo. 1s. Edinburgh, printed. Lon- 
don, fold by Buckland. 1788. , 
Some confufion has been occafionedin a Baptift fociety at Edin- 

burgh, by the fubject above mentioned. This Author profeffes him- 

felf a firm Trinitarian, and at the fame time pleads that it does not 
appear from Scripture, that the re/ations exprefled by the names 

Father and Son are intended to teach the manner and order of their 

eternal fubfiftence in Godhead : it rather appears, he fays, ¢ that they 

are names expre‘live of the relation which thefe felf-exiftent and co- 
eternal perfons came under to each other in the economy of re- 
demption.’ In other words, that the title Sox, or Son of Ged, is given 
to Chrift merely as relative to his appearance in human nature. 
He produces many arguments to fupport this propofition. But the 
greater part of the pamphlet is deilined toa review of the defence 
of the contrary opinion, by Dr. Robert Walker. Mr. M*‘Lean 
writes like a man of fenfe and difcernment, and feems, without 
doubt, to have the advantage of his antagonit. We muit own our- 
felves aftonithed at the phrafeology fometimes emr prayed by thofe who 
plead ior what is termed - ternal generation, and can conider it as 
iui 
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little fhort of prophane. It is probable that a few years may con, 
vince combatants in this way, of the futility of their labours; and, 
before they die, they may be perfuaded that nothing is immediately 
eflential to Chriftianity out what regards the fpirit and practice gf 


piety, truth, and virtue, Bi 
Art. 85. Ax Addre/s to the Members of the Church of England, and 


to Proteftant Trinitarians in general, exhorting them to turn from 
the Worfhip of Three Perfons, to the Worthip of the one true God, 
8vo. 2d. ‘Johnfon. 1788. 

This little performance appears to have been written by W. Frend, 


M.A. of Jefus College, Cambridge. It may be fuppofed that it 


can contain but a very general view of the fubject. Some argu- 
ments which are level to the common readers of the Scriptures are 
propofed and urged with fervour; what is faid under the article 
Holy Ghoft, is rather perplexed and unintelligible, and may poflibly 
lead fome perfons to a dangerous conclufion, however good the 
intention, and juft the reafoning, as to certain paflages in our 
Liturgy. c 
Art. 86. 4 Difertation on the Meffage from St. John the Baptift to 

our Saviour; St. Luke, vii. 19. with Remarks on the Hiltory of 

his Life and Miniftry. 8vo. 1s.6d. Cadeli. 1788. 

Amid the dradgery of labouring through frivolous and tedious 
books, it is fome relief to meet with one which, like the prefent 


Differtation, is rational, ufeful, and well written. Yet we muf - 


acknowlege ourfelves fomewhat difappointed, as to the folution of 
the difficulty, wiz. For what reafon this meflage was fent by John 
the Baptift. ‘The anfwer given by this Writer feems greatly to coin- 
cide with that which has been before offered, particularly by Dr. 
Macknight. It is here fuppofed, that the application to Jefus was 
purely for the Baptift’s own fatisfaction, and arofe from impatience 
and difcontent. Hearing of the miracles of Chrift, he might efteem 
himfelf neglected, when nothing was done to releafe him from im- 
prifonment. This general account is here illuftrated by feveral 
remarks, and particularly by this, that though the tenor of his life, 
previous to his confinement, was foretold by ancient prophecy, no 
light was held forth fubfequent to that event. This little traét alfo 
ofiers fome pertinent reflections on the miniftry of the Baptitt. De 


Art. 87. An expoftulatory Addre/s to the Reverend DoGor Prieftles ; 
containing an Apology for thofe who confcientioufly fubfcribe to 
the Articles of the CHuRCH OF ENGLAND; and, in particular, 
to the Dottrines of the Trinity, &c. By the Rev. John Hawkins. 
svo. 1s, 6d. Printed at Worcefter, and fold by White, &c. in 
London. 1788. 

The candour, moderation, and good fenfe, with which this 
pamphlet is written, entitle its Author toa refpeétful attention from 
hisopponent and the public. After exprefling his difapprobation 
of the contemptuous and illiberal manner in which Dr. P. is often 
treated, he coolly remonftrates with him on the cenfures which he 
has caft on the clergy, as well as the do@trines, of the Church of 
England; and undertakes to prove, that the doétrines of the Trinity 
5 and 




















































92 Montuiy CaraLocue, Theology. 


and the divinity of Jefus Chrift involve no contradiction or abfur. 
dity, and may be confcientioufly fubfcribed. 

Mr. H. introduces his obfervations on the doétrine of the Trinity 
‘by remarking, that the belief of the more moderate Socinians, 
when. reduced to its mott fimple as well as decent expreffion, and 
that'éf the Church of England, as fet forth in a general meeting of 
her divines at Oxford in 1695, differ much lefs from each other 
than is ufually prefumed. ‘This remark is confirmed by Mr. Haw. 
kins’s fubfequent explanation of the dottrine of the Trinity, as only 
denoting, that there exifts in the One Supreme Intelligent Being, /ome 
hind of difinGion. By this diftinétion, he does not underfland three 
diflinct Intelligences, but fome diverfities in the Divine Nature, * which 
have each their peculiar relations, attributes, and properties ;” and he 
acknowledges that neither the Son nor the Holy Spirit could have any 
claim to our worfhip but what arifes from their ad/olute onene/s with 
the Father, from whom with refpect to Deity they are not in any refpea 
diftin. On this ground, he ranks himfelf in the fchool of the No. 
minal Trinitarians, among whom he enumerates, Archbifhop Til. 
Jotfon, Bifhop Burnet, Bilhop Pearfon, Dr. Watts, and Dr. Dod. 
dridge. 

With fuch conceffions as this candid writer feems inclined t 
make, perhaps it would not be difficult to fiew that the difpute 
concerning the Perfon of Chrift is little more than a verbal con. 
teft. If fo, how much is it to be regretted that the ball of contentiog 
fhould be kept up, by an authoritative prefcription of fcnolattie 
terms, when they might fo eafily be exchanged for fcriptural Jan. 
guage, to which Chriftians of eyery defcription would yie!d a ready 
affent ! 


Art. 88. A Letter to the Rev. Fofeph Priefley, LL.D. F.R.S. &e, 
? by a Lover of the whole ‘Truth asic is in Jefus*. Svo. 64, 

Trapp, &c. 1788. 

Some good Chriftian here pours forth vehement exclamations 
againft the ‘ execrable tenets,’ and piteous lamentations over the 
loft condition, of the arch-heretic to whom his letter is addreffed; 
but as he meets the giant, clad in the holy armour of the immaculate 
righteoufnefs of his Saviour, and the merits of bis infinitely precious 
death, it is not for us to queftion his fuccefs in the conteit. 


Art. 89. The Probability of the future Happinefs of Infants who die 
in Infancy, tated and confidered. By Daniel Gillard. 8vo. 64. 
Buckland, &c. 1787. 

Strange as it may feem, there are, we find, people, even in this 
Chriftian country, who entertain fuch abfurd notions of the attri- 
butes of the All-merciful Being, that they make themfelves mife- 
rable about the uncertain future {tate (as they conceive) of children 
who die in infancy. —To remove the anxiety of fuch weak brethren 
(or filters), is the laudable defign of Mr. Gillard, who, if we mif- 
take not, is a preacher among the Baptifls. His ftyle is well fu ted 
to the capacitics of thofe readers for whoin his traé is chiefly in- 





* G. Nicholfon. See his Four Sch? Disccurfes, Rev. for De- 
cember, p. 562. 
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tended. As to the Wsiter’s peculiar principles, they may be fuf- 
ficiently inferred from the following fhort paflage :—‘ The idea pur- 
fued in this treatife is, the probability that att who die in a ftate 
of infancy, are e/e&ed; and therefore certainly faved,’ 


Art. 90. The Condu& of the firft Converts to Chriftianity confidered 
and applied ; in a Sermon preached at Bridport, July 10, 1788, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Thomas Howe. By Jofhua Toul- 
min, A.M. Alfo, The Perpetuity of the Chriftian Church; in a 
Sermon preached at Kingwood, July 16, 1788, at-the Ordina- 
tion of the Rev. William Gellibrand. By Abraham Rees, D. D. 
F.R.S. to which are added, the Queitions propofed to Mr. 
Howe, with his Anfwers ; and a Charge, delivered on both thefe 
Occafions, by Andrew Kippis, D.D. F.R.S. and S. A. 8vo. 
2s. Johnfon. 

After having reprefented the firft Chriftians * in a very juft light, 
Mr. Toulmin obferves, that, with a due allowance for difference of 
circumftances, the conduct of thefe believers furnifhes a model for 
Chriftian focieties, in all ages: a model of the fpirit which fhould 
actuate their hearts, and of the manners which fhould adorn their 











a profeffion : particularly that we, like them, should perfevere in our 
Che attendance..on the inftitutions of the Gofpel, cultivate the fpirit of 
tiog love,.and aim at a purity of manners that may command refpec& 
altie and conciliate favour. This difcourfe abounds with rational re- 
lan. fle€tions, and excellent advice; and is well calculated to promote 
-ady the temper and fpirit of the Gofpel. 
The text of Dr. Rees’s fermon is from Matt. xvi. 18. latter part. 

It is ferious aud fenfible ; and well adapted to the occafion. The 
&e, introductory difcourfe, and the queftions propofed to Mr. Howe, 
6d. FF with his anfwers, all breathe a candid, liberal, and truly Chriflian . 
: fpirit. Dr. Kippis’s Charge, as a compofition, is fuperior to moft > 
ions difcourfes of the kind. As an addreis to minifters of the Gofpel, 
the it is modeft, tender, and affeCtionate. It is grounded on 1 Tim. 
ed ; chap. iii. verfe 15. We mult do Dr. K. the juflice to declare it to 
late be our opinion, that thofe minifters who conduc themfelves on the 
‘ous plan here laid down, cannot fail of obtaining, not only the re{pect 

of their own congregations, but that of all who know them ; toge- 
die ther with (what is of infinitely more importance) the teftimony 
64, of confcience in their favour here, and a ‘* Well done good and faith- 

ful fervants,” hereafter. By w 
his Art. 91. 4 Letter to the Rt. Hon. and Rt. Rev. Beilby, Lord Bifbep 
- of London, on the Abolition of Slavery. Svo. Od. Longman. 
lies 1788. 
ren The flavery of which this writer folicits the abolition is not, as the 
ren reader would expect, African, but Clerical, flavery. ‘The hardfhips 
if of thofe clergy who, on mature examination, become diflatisfied with 
ted the condition on which they hold their ftation in the church, and yet 
in- are in too dependent a ftate to leave it without ruin, are ftrongly re- 
a prefented. ‘This is a grievance, which, in our enlightened and libe- 
Ye- ral age, it is furely high time to redrefs. EZ. 
od, * Mr. Toulanin’s text was Acts, il. 42—47. 


Art. ‘ 
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Art. 92. The Univerfal Reftoration: exhibited in a Series of Digs 





SERMONS in Commemoration of the Revolution. 


Jogues between a Minilter and his Friend ; comprehending the 
Subftance of feveral Converfations that the Author hath had with 
various Perfons, both in America and Europe, on that interefting 


Subject : 


wherein the moft formidable Objections are ftated, and 


folly anfwered. By Elhanan Winchefter. 8vo. 3s. fewed, 


Marfom. 


17388. 


The do@trine of the final falvation of all men, which has lately, 
as well as in former times, had feveral advocates, is here treated in 
a familiar and popular way, more adapted to engage the attention 
of the generality of readers, than to attord entire {fatisfaétion to the 
accurate critic in biblical learning. But, whatever becomes of his 


doétrine, we cannot but commend the philanthropy of the a 
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SERMONS in Commemoration of the Revolution *. 


I. Two Sermons, preached at Mill-hill Chapel, in Leeds, on 
the Celebration of the hundredth Anniverfary of the happy Re- 


volution. 
The text 
jet is the 
the Author 


By William Wood. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Johnfon. 
of the firft fermon is from Pfalm cii. 18—z0, The fub. 
rife and progrefs of civil liberty, a fubjeét with which 
feems well acquainted, and which he has treated with 


great judgment. The conclufion of this difcourfe is very animated 
and pathetic. Speaking of our patriotic countrymen, who were 
virtuoufly a€tive for our welfare, as well as their own, in 1688, and 
who now are numbered with their fathers, he adds: 

‘ Though dead, they yet fpeak to us with the impreffive elo. 
quence of their never to be forgotten deeds. Clofed as they are in 
their honourable tombs, their venerable forms this day prefent them- 
felves to our eyes, and conjure us to preferve, and to improve the 
tights, for which they bravely rifqued their fortunes and their lives, 
and which they happily fecured without the effufion of human blood. 
They charge us to tranfmit what we have received from them, pure 
and entire to our defcendants, and to fit them for it, by inftilling 
into their minds a love of piety and virtue, a reverence for the laws, 
and a public-fpirited ambition of acting, in every department of life, 
with the exemplary ufefulnefs of good citizens.—Yes, ye illuftrious 


fhades, we 
to our truft 


lives. 


will be faichful to the depofit which you have committed 


: we liften with awful refpect to your facred commands; 
we will not difturb your hallowed fepulchres by our unrighteous: 
Reft in peace, till the blifsful refurre&tion of the juit; we 


will then hail you as our megnanimous fathers, and you thall not 
{purn us from you as degenerate children.’ 


The text 


of the fecond fermon is Gal. v. 13. The fubjeé, reli- 


gious liberty, or the purity of religion and the rights of confcience. 


Mr. Wood 


informs us, that the juft principles of tolerance were 


little known til! the fuperior genius of Cromwell difcovered their 
force, and openly profefled, that in matters of religion all men 
have a right to think and act for themfelves, and that while they 
lived in peace with the reft of mankind, they were free to diffent 
from the magiftrate and the prieft. The author’s opinion on this 
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* See the lift in the laft month’s Review. 
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pint is very evident from the following quotation, which breathes 
a truly candid and liberal fpirit : 

« Let us efteem as a friend and a brother every honeft and good 
man, by whatever religious denomination he may be diftinguithed ; 
whether he worfhip at the church or the meeting-houfe, the mafs- 
houfe or the fynagogue; whether he ufe a prefcribed or a difcre- 
tional form of prayer; whether he prefers an epifcopal, a prefby- 
terian, an independent, or any other form of church government. 
In the moft corrupted religious communities, numbers are to be 
found who are ornaments to their own, and would be an honour to 
any profefiion ; the pureft and the beit are diigraced by unworthy 
members. ‘Then let us not judge of others by the narrow model of 
our own creed ; but love all who love God, and defire, by a patient 
perfeverance in well-doing, to obtain eternal life. As we are bleft 
with the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, let us manifeft our 

ratitude to the protecting magiftrate by a regular and exemplary 
conduct, by an active difcharge of our refpeclive duties, and by an 
animated zeal for the public good. Let us be at peace with each 
other, and with all mankind, and rhe God of love and peace will be 
with us.’ 

As we have been much pleafed with the perufal of thefe ingenious 
difcourfes, we recommend them to the particular attention of the 


Public. Br... w. 


II. 4 Century Sermon on the glorious Revolution; preached in 
London, Nov. 16, 1788, being juft 100 Years from the landing 
of William, Prince of Orange, afterwards King of England. In 
which the Events of 1588, 1088, and 1788, are mentioned, and 
the Bleflings of civil and religious Liberty confidered. By Elha- 
nan Winchefter (from America). 8vo. gd. Johnfon, &c. 

The text, Exodus, xv. 11. We have (and we affure our Readers, 
with no /mall degree of patience) read over this long and tedious 
fermon. Had the Author clofed it at the 25th page, it might have’ 
been called a plain practical difcourfe: but, not fo contented, he 
favours us with 15 pages more, in order to give us a panegyric on 
America—to introduce a comparifon between King William and 
our Saviour—to tell us that he expected that the laft century would 
have produced much greater events than it has done—and to pro- 
phecy what may be expected fhortly to come to pafs. This difcourfe 
feems calculated for the meridian of Tottenham Court Road; and 
will, no doubt, have many admirers. De 





SINGLE SERMONS, on other Occafins. 


I, Preached on the Death of the celebrated Mr. J. Henderfon, B. A. 
of Pembroke College, Oxford, at St. George’s, Kingfwood, No- 
vember 23, and at Temple Church, Briftol, November 30, 1788. 
By the Rev. W. Agutter, M. A. of St. Mary Magdalen College, 
Oxford. 8vo. 6d. Rivingtons, &c. 

The deceafed, according to the account here given of his charac- 
ter, was a perfon of moft extraordinary endowments and accomplifh- 
ments. He excelled in divinity, law, phyfic, and chemiftry ; and 
his knowlege was ‘ applied for the benefit of others. He relieved 

the 
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the poor by his alms, and the fick by his medicines. He confolad 
the afflicted, and inftructed the ignorant. He defended the injured, 
wnd extricated the diftrefled, &c. &c.’ With refpeét to his notions 
of religion, fome idea may be formed, from what is here faid, in 
his own words, on a particular and leading article of faith. The 
paflage is given us as an extract from one of his own letters.—* J 
firmly believe that Jefus is very God of very God; is my God ag 
smuch as the Father, and | adore him and pray to him as fuch. I be. 
lieve that He, as God, in his divine nature, took upon him human 
nature, 7. e. the foul and body of man. I believe that the Godhead 
was fully and wholly in his humanity ; and that the Father, whom 
no one man hath feen, or can fee, in his own perfon, became vifible 
in the perfon of Jefus, &c. &c. *”’—Mr. H. we find, had been cons 
nected with the late pious Mr. Fletcher of Madely, and was with him 
at the college of Treveka, where, ‘ at twelve years of age; he taught 
Greek and Latin.” In a word, he feems to have been a fecond 
Baratier ; and the preacher of his funeral fermon appears to have 
omitted nothing that zeal and affection could poflibly fuggett in his 


praife. 


* If this be not what fome people call raticnal, it is what others 
term orthodox; and the former, no doubt, will always be out-voted 
by the latter. 


Il. On the African Slave Trade—Preached at the Maze- Pond, South. 
wark, Nov. 30, 1788. By James Dore. 8vo. 6d. Buckland, 
&c. 

Several very material points of national confideration, relative to 
the criminality of the man-trade, are here adduced with force and 
feeling ; the inhuman treatment of the Negroes, in the tranfporta- 
tion of them from their native foil, is pathetically reprefented, from 
the teftimony of feveral writers on the fubject ; and we are earneitly 
exhorted, as free-born Britons, nurfed in the lap of Liberty, to pay 
due regard to the natural rights of our fellow-mortals,—and to lend 
our beft affiltance to promote the benevolent defign of freeing the 
poor Africans from the bondage in which they have been fo long, 
unjuftly, and fo cruelly held.—The difcourfe is written with good 
fenfe and animation. 

*.* For this author’s Letters on Faith, {ce Review, vol. Ixxvii, 


P- 332- 

Al]. Preached in Lambeth Chapel, at the Confecration of the Right 
Reverend Father in God Samuel Lord Bifhop of St. David’s, on 
Whitfanday, May 11, 1788. By Charles Peter Layard, D. D. 
F.R.S. F.A.S. 4to. as. Walter. 

Dr. Layard very briefly, and in general terms, complains of 
the uncandid and violent attacks which have been made on the moft 
important tenets of the Chriftian faith, and on the venerable form of 
church government derived from the Apoitles and their immediate 
ducceffors ; and he exhorts the friends of true religion vigoroufly to 
defend the faithful word delivered to the faints. é 
- 6 Anfwers to various Correfpondents will be found in our Ap- 
pendix.(p..7oz. publithed with this Number. , 
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